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1. Overview

The 8th National Congress of POPCRU was held 
under rapidly changing international circumstances. 
This was informed by among others, changes in 
the leaderships of key countries, the realignment 
of the international trade union movement and 
our own internal dynamics in the federation which 
impacted a lot on our international work. Following 
the resolution by POPCRU to disaffiliate from the 
Public Service International [PSI] due to its stance 
on ideological and solidarity issues in particular the 
question of Palestine; and the subsequent affiliation 
of POPCRU to the World Federation of Trade Unions 
[WFTU] in 2012; the organisation has since made 
significant strides in our international work. Coming 
out of the 8th National Congress there was a clear 
guideline on what POPCRU had to do in engaging 
in international work. The congress was clear on 
the ideological posture that we had to take and 
programmatic areas to embark on. 

Elections in Europe are continuously producing 
right wing governments most of which are coalition 
governments between conservative parties and 
fascist movements that have emerged and seem to 
have been growing in the last two decades. The rise 
in right wing parties in Europe and anywhere in 
the world is a threat to social stability and cohesion 
and their affinity with capital means difficult times 
ahead for workers all over the world are eminent. All 
the ills in Europe are blamed on foreign nationals, 
in particular Africans and Asians, exhibiting 
open clandestine language of racism, fascism and 
narrow nationalism. Such elements are also being 
consolidated on the eastern border of Crimea with 
Russia where extremist racist have set up armed 
units that only admit in themselves ‘pure whites’ 
that come from a variety of countries of Europe such 
as Sweden, Finland, Germany. It may certainly, not 
be surprising that there are South African racists 
in those armies that seek to take back the world to 
racial discrimination and re reinstatement of white 
supremacy.

In Latin America the USA continues with its 
destabilisation agenda. With the recent sanctions on 
Venezuela and Cuba, the USA is showing its intent 
to collapse the left governments in that part of the 
world. We are also concerned at the establishments 
of USA army bases on the continent. The United 
States Africa Command [AFRICOM] is a threat to 

Africa’s stability. This is a combined body entailing 
United States Africa Command [USAFRICOM, 
US-AFRICOM and AFRICOM]. It is one of the 
eleven unified of the United States Armed Forces, 
headquartered at Kelley Barracks, Stuttgart and 
Germany. It is responsible for US military operations, 
including fighting regional conflicts and maintaining 
military relations with 53 African nations. Its area of 
responsibility covers all of Africa except Egypt, which 
is within the area of responsibility of the United 
States Central Command. 

We have seen the role of these institutions in other 
parts of the world. There is growing concerns with 
the treatment of black Africans in Libya. The recent 
killing of immigrants is not good for building unity on 
the continent as it has the potential to breed racial 
tensions. South Africa’s role in the United Nations 
Security Council must be an opportunity for the 
continent to advance peace in the world but also to 
work towards the transformation of the multilateral 
institutions. The intensification of the trade wars 
between the USA and China must be of concern to 
us too because if the trade war escalates further, 
and more tariffs are proposed, then an increasing 
number of products may see price increases across 
the world.

We note and salute the contribution made by El 
Commandant Fidel Castro Ruz in leading the people 
of Cuba in one of the most resilient revolutions 
in history. He closed his defence on 26 July 1953 
with the famous statement “History shall absolve 
me”. Indeed history has absolved Comrade Castro. 
With more than 60 years of consistent embargo by 
the United States of America, Cuba is still upright 
gigantic. Equally important, this congress is held after 
the commemoration of the 50 years of assassination 
of internationalist of all times Comrade Ernesto 
‘Che’ Guevara who taught that “every revolutionary 
is guided by acts of love...feel within the suffering of 
others elsewhere..” . Mankind is yet to produce an 
internationalist of his calibre. 

Our international solidarity work should not 
be about empty slogans, but rather action and 
campaigns about workplace and social struggle 
affecting workers all over the world. This builds 
unity and strength amongst workers, and it shows 
workers how their struggles are connected with 
other workers. Workers rely on one another through 
solidarity to be able to wage our resistance against 
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international capital. Workers stand because are 
together. Solidarity must be about sharing not what 
others have in excess and if needs be sometimes 
share what we lack. That should characterise our 
approach to solidarity. Our approach must always be 
against capitalism and imperialism, and defending 
workers against the effects of capitalism and 
imperialism. This also means that we must assist in 
developing and deepening alternatives to capitalism 
– in action and conduct. During the apartheid 
years South Africa has been on the receiving end of 
international solidarity, when international support 
for the liberation movement from across the globe 
and from our neighbours helped contribute to the 
defeat of apartheid hence we today also have to take 
a stance by demonstrating solidarity with the people 
of Cuba and Palestine, amongst others. But to build 
a strong international working class movement, 
we need strong working class organisation in each 
country, challenging exploitation in each country 
and aiming their struggles at the national capitalist 
class and the capitalist state, and able to engage 
in genuine internationalist struggles. Solidarity 
is about building relationships of unity between 
workers from different countries to give and receive 
support in their national and global struggles – “An 
injury to one is an injury to all”. This explains in a 
slogan form why international solidarity is important 
for workers. This means that if any worker is harmed 
it affects all workers, because tomorrow it could be 
any one of us. It also highlights that we are strong 
when we stand together as a collective against abuse 
and exploitation, but when we are divided and 
fragmented we are weak and vulnerable. 

It is within the above context that this international 
report is submitted to this 9th National Congress to 
give an analysis of the current international dynamics 
and how they affect our country and our work as a 
union. It gives an assessment of the work we have 
done over the past term in line with the resolutions of 
the 8th National Congress. This congress must guide 
our work going forward by engaging and resolving 
on some of the topical issues that would have been 
raised. This is a very critical stage in international 
relations with possibilities of wars rising all the time, 
the working class under siege and capital intensifying 
its grip and extending its greed-inspired operations. 
This congress must sharpen our tools of analysis 
and come up with a Programme of Action to intensify 
our resolve to fight side by side with the workers and 
working class around the world.

2. International Balance of Forces 

By the late 1960s, with the exhaustion of the post-war 
economic boom and in the face of deteriorating living 
conditions, the working class had re-emerged on the 
social scene. The workers’ struggles that exploded 
on an international scale put an end to the longest 
period of counter-revolution in history, opening a 
new historical course towards class confrontations, 
thus preventing the ruling class from putting in place 
its own response to the acute crisis of capitalism: 
a Third World War. This new historical course had 
been marked by the emergence of massive struggles, 
particularly in the central countries of Western 
Europe with the May 1968 movement in France, 
followed by the “hot autumn” in Italy in 1969 and 
many others such as Argentina in spring 1969 
and Poland in winter 1970–71. In these massive 
movements, large sectors of the new generation 
who had not experienced war once again raised the 
perspective of communism as a real possibility.1 
Faced with a dynamic towards the politicisation of 
workers’ struggles, the bourgeoisie [which had been 
surprised by the May 1968 movement] immediately 
developed a large-scale and long-term counter-
offensive in order to prevent the working class from 
providing its own response to the historical crisis of 
the capitalist economy: the proletarian revolution. 
The bourgeois state has learned to slow the pace of 
the economic crisis and to plan its attacks in concert 
with the trade unions by deploying all possible means 
to avoid a unified response by the working class and 
a re-appropriation of the final political goals of its 
struggle against capitalism.

Faced with these manifestations of the disintegration 
of capitalist society, a new danger has emerged for 
the proletariat: populist ideology based on a rigorous 
identitarian [relating to or supporting the political 
interests of a particular racial, ethnic or national 
group, typically one composed of Europeans or white 
people] policy of de-solidarisation, advocating, in 
face of the worsening crisis, when resources and 
opportunities are shrinking, that native populations 
can only avoid the worst at the expense of other 
parts of the non-exploiting population. This policy 
manifests itself in protectionism, the stigmatisation 
of immigrants as profiteers on the welfare state 
and the closing of borders to waves of migrants. 
Because of the current excessive difficulty of the 
1  International Communist Current. [2019] “Reso-
lution on the Balance of Forces Between the Classes”. Sub-
mitted by International Review on 9 July, 2019.
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working class in developing its struggles, its inability 
for the moment to regain its class identity and to 
open up a perspective for the whole of society, the 
social landscape inclines to be occupied by inter-
classist struggles particularly marked by the petty 
bourgeoisie. This social layer, without a historic 
future, can only be a vehicle for illusions in the 
possibility of reforming capitalism by claiming that 
capitalism can have a more human face, can be more 
democratic, more just, cleaner, more concerned 
about the poor and the preservation of the planet. 
These inter-classist movements are the product of 
the absence of any perspective which affects society 
as a whole, including an important part of the ruling 
class itself.

The popular revolt of the ‘Yellow Vests’ in France 
against the high cost of living as well as the 
international movement of the ‘Youth for Climate’ 
are an illustration of the danger of inter-classism for 
the proletariat. The citizen revolt of the Yellow Vests 
[supported and encouraged from the beginning by all 
parties of the right and the extreme right] revealed 
the ability of the bourgeoisie to use inter-classist 
social movements against the consciousness of the 
proletariat. By releasing a package of 10 billion euros 
to deal with the chaos accompanying the Yellow Vests 
demonstrations, the French bourgeoisie and its media 
were able to insidiously instil the idea that only inter-
classist citizens’ movements and petty bourgeois 
methods of struggle can push the government back. 
Faced with the acceleration of economic attacks 
against the exploited class, and the danger of the 
resurgence of workers’ struggles, the bourgeoisie is 
now seeking to erase class antagonisms. By trying to 
drown and dilute the proletariat in the ‘population 
of citizens’, the ruling class aims to prevent it from 
regaining its class identity. The international media 
coverage of the Yellow Vest movement reveals that it 
is a concern of the bourgeoisie of all countries.

The youth movement for the climate, although 
expressing a global concern about the threat of the 
destruction of humanity, has been totally diverted 
onto the terrain of partial struggles that can easily 
be recuperated by the bourgeoisie and are very 
strongly marked by the petty bourgeoisie. However, 
the Theses on Decomposition say:

“Only the proletariat bears within it a perspective 
for humanity. In this sense, the greatest capacity 
for resistance to this decomposition lies within 

its ranks. However, this does not mean that the 
proletariat is immune, particularly since it lives 
alongside the petty bourgeoisie which is one of 
the major carriers of the infection…During this 
period, it must aim to resist the noxious effects 
of decomposition in its own ranks, counting only 
on its own strength and on its ability to struggle 
collectively and in solidarity to defend its interests 
as an exploited class”.

[Theses on decomposition]

The struggle for the class autonomy of the proletariat 
is crucial in this situation imposed by the aggravation 
of the decomposition of capitalism:

	 Against inter-classist struggles;

	 Against partial struggles put forward by all 
kinds of social categories giving a false illusion 
of a “protective community”;

	 Against the mobilisations on the rotten ground 
of nationalism, pacifism, ecological reform, etc.

The other factor is the negative effects of globalisation 
on developing economies. Globalisation is process of 
global economic, political and cultural integration. 
It has made the world become a small village the 
borders have been broken down between counties. 
The history of globalisation goes back to the second 
half of the twentieth century, the development of 
transport and communication technology led to 
situation where national borders appear to be too 
limiting for economic activity. It is without doubt 
that global commerce is increasingly dominated by 
transnational corporations which seek to maximise 
profits without regard for the development needs 
of individual countries or the local populations. 
Protectionist policies in industrialised countries 
prevent many producers in the Third World from 
accessing exports markets.2 Economic integration 
often point to Latin America as an example where 
increased openness to international trade had a 
negative economic effects Many governments in 
Latin America [e.g. Peru] liberalised imports far 
more rapidly than in other regions. In much of Latin 
America, import liberalisation has been credited 
with increasing the number of people living below 
the USD$1 a day poverty line and has perpetuated 
already existing inequalities. Below we make an 
analogy of a number of countries within this realm. 

2  Udochukwu Ogbaji.  “Negative Effects of Globali-
sation for Developing Country Business”.
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2.1. Iran 

Iran’s Elections came at a time when the tensions 
in the area are intensifying in particular in relation 
to nuclear weapons, the sanctions on Iran and the 
increased role of Russia in supporting countries 
that are under siege from the US and its allies. The 
spread of the ISIS to many low profile countries 
including Africa will no doubt once again put Iran, 
North Korea on the cross hair of western retribution, 
raising tensions. The simmering conflict between 
US and North Korea continues to be of concern 
with provocative war games played on the borders 
of the North and South Korea by US and its allies 
while the North continues with its testing of long 
range missiles. Already, the war of words between 
the US and Iran  intensified in the first three weeks 
of Trump’s presidency, with US Defence Secretary 
General Mattis calling Iran “the single biggest state 
sponsor of terrorism in the world”, after Tehran 
confirmed it tested mid-range ballistic missiles.  
These are exactly the same words that were used 
before Iraq was attacked for supposedly having 
weapons of mass destruction. The sanctions against 
Iran as imposed by America are in part intended for 
regime change and replace the Iranian government 
with a right wing government fully controlled from 
Washington.

2.2. The Israeli/Palestine Conflict

Understanding the conflict’s long and tangled history 
is vital to addressing it. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
began at the end of the Arab-Israeli War in 1948 
when the land surrounding the Jordan River was 
divided into the Jewish state of Israel, Gaza and the 
West Bank. Disputes over boundaries, contestation 
over resources and ethnic tension brought continued 
strain between those governing the territories. The 
conditions created subsequent wars in the ensuing 
years which led to boundary amendments. The Yom 
Kippur War of 1973 broke out when Egypt and Syria 
attacked Israel in response to Israel’s occupation 
of the Golan Heights and the Sinai Peninsula. The 
United Nations General Assembly decision in 1947 
resolved to divide Palestine in two states, namely, 
a Jewish State and a Palestinian state. This was 
an attempt to solve a conflict between two national 
movements driven by diametrically opposed exclusive 
ownership of Palestine.3 It became clear that 

3  Soetendorp B. [2007]., “The Dynamics of Isra-

compromise between the two national movements of 
the Arabs and the Jews was impossible. This was 
after the Arab-Israel war when the Holy Land was 
divided into three, the State of Israel, the West 
Bank [of the Jordan River], and the Gaza Strip. 
Successive battles were fought between different 
countries over territorial occupation. These battles 
sustained hostility and conflicts between Israel and 
Palestine. Since the start of these battles, there have 
been innumerable diplomatic initiatives aimed at 
resolving the Israeli/Palestinian conflict. There was 
the Camp David Summit in 1978, the Oslo Accords 
from 1993 – 1995, the Clinton Parameters in 2000, 
the Taba Summit in 2002, the Arab Peace Initiative 
in 2002, the Mitchel talks from 2010 – 2011, and the 
Kerry talks from 2013 – 2014.

The political future of Israel and Palestine remains 
uncertain. On the other side, the international 
community is concerned about stalled Israeli-
Palestinian peace prospects and the knock-on 
effects on regional stability including international 
tranquillity. Twenty five years of diplomatic 
initiatives have failed to bring peace between the 
Israelis and Palestinians. In 1991, at the Madrid 
Peace Conference, the two sides met and negotiated 
in person for the first time. It was internationally 
agreed upon that with time and diplomatic efforts, 
Israel could peacefully coexist alongside a new 
Palestinian state comprised of Gaza and the West 
Bank. Such hopes have gone unrealised. Recently, 
many have called for reconsidering alternatives 
to the two-state solution such as the creation of a 
binational, federated state – inhabited or occupied 
by Israelis and Palestinians with equal rights.

In 1987, hundreds of thousands of Palestinians 
settling in the West Bank and Gaza Strip engaged 
in uprisings. This conflict was mediated through 
the 1993 Oslo Accord that developed a framework 
outlining how Palestinians will govern themselves. 
The Accord was signed on 13 September 1993, 
by the Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and 
Palestine Liberation Organisation [PLO] Negotiator 
Mahmoud Abbas at the White House, USA. The 
Accord further established relationships between the 
newly established Palestinian Authority and Israel’s 
government. Albeit Bill Clinton’s administration was 
never actively involved in the brining of the Accord into 
being, it pledged to invest time and other necessary 
resources to ensure the successful implementation 
el-Palestinian Relations – Theory, History and Cases”. Pal-
grave Macmillan, 175 Fifth Avenue, New York. p4.
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of the agreement. However peace process seemed to 
be not coming to fruition. By the time Clinton exited 
the office, the peace process had collapsed and 
new round of conflict between Palestine and Israel 
ensued.

In 1997, prior to the collapse of the Oslo Accord, US 
exert itself actively on the Israel-Palestine negotiations. 
These negotiations, with US involvement, led to the 
signing of the Hebron Protocol in January 1997, 
which resulted with the handing over of the Hebron 
to Palestinian control. This protocol was followed 
by a meeting convened by Clinton at the Wye River 
Plantation in October 1998. In this meeting, which 
was attended by leaders of Palestine and Israel, 
Arafat and Netanyahu, it was agreed that Israel will 
withdraw from the West Bank. Israel’s international 
isolation has grown, as it is largely blamed for the 
succession of brief wars in Lebanon in 2006 and 
in Gaza in 2008-9, 2012, and 2014. Its steady 
expansion of settlements in East Jerusalem and 
the West Bank, which are designed to preclude a 
genuine, sovereign, and contiguous Palestinian state, 
has deepened international criticism of Israeli policy, 
and this in turn is feeding Israelis’ historic fears of 
isolation and claims of anti-Semitism. However, it is 
unlikely that Israel’s increasingly unpopular status 
will be translated into effective external pressure on 
it to change its policies. Its government is the most 
right wing in Israel’s history, with the majority of 
its members deeply skeptical, at the least, or else 
outspokenly hostile to the two-state solution. ‘Two 
states’ has been Israel’s official policy since 2009, 
but such policy remained fictitious because the 
actions of Netanyahu and his government, especially 
an increased emphasis on settlements, have been 
largely inconsistent with this goal. Netanyahu has 
not officially renounced his commitment to two 
states, although he has asserted that Israeli forces 
will never leave the West Bank.

For 70 years, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict has 
affected the Middle East political landscape. A 
comprehensive diplomatic solution has evaded 
international efforts, leaving some disillusioned 
about the prospect of peace. In the recent past we 
have seen novel tumult, starting with US President 
Donald Trump’s controversial decision in December 
2017 to move the US embassy in Israel to Jerusalem. 
When demonstrations erupted, Israeli Security forces 
killed 86 demonstrators, injuring 3,700 more. Many 
in the international community criticized America’s 

decision, claiming it made dialogue even more elusive. 
On August 24th the US State Department redirected 
$200 million slated for West Bank and Gaza aid to 
so-called more pressing issues. By implications, the 
US ceased to fund Palestinian refugees. The United 
States has since closed the Palestinian Liberation 
Organisation’s office in Washington DC. In response, 
a member of the Palestinian delegation to the US 
asserted this as evidence that the US had abandoned 
the prospect of a two-state solution.

Facts on the ground in the Middle East, the 
demographics, domestic politics and geopolitical 
trends all suggest the continued passage of time is 
destroying some of the bedrock principles that have 
defined the contours of the two-state solution for 
decades. Failure to address the conflict may force 
more unstable and perplexing realities on all parties. 
Compared to Israel, the Palestinians’ political and 
military weakness, as well as the PLO, Hamas and the 
Palestinian Authorities internal divisions reduce the 
likelihood of all-out war. Violent episodes like those 
in May 2019 are likely. Undoubtedly, the unchecked 
Israeli/Palestinian violence could be disastrous. 
There is no guarantee the conflict would not spread 
to Lebanon, where Hezbollah waits to launch Israeli 
attacks.

2.3. SA withdraw/ downgrade Israel 
embassy 

The downgrading of the South African embassy 
in Israel was a culmination of tumultuous 
developments that characterised the longstanding 
hostile relationship between Israel and Palestine. 
The Israelites armed forces, backed by the US, on 
the 14th May 2018 launched a deadly invasion on 
Palestinians protesters along the Gaza borders. 
Palestinians were peacefully marching against 
provocative US decision/ act to inaugurate US 
embassy in Jerusalem, which was before located in 
Tel Aviv. Following this attack, which claimed more 
than 40 civilians’ lives, the South African government 
decided to immediately withdraw its Ambassador to 
Israel Siza Ngombane. The South African government, 
through the Department of International Relations 
and Cooperation [DIRCO], reiterated its stance 
that Israel should pull out its armed forces out of 
Gaza Strip. The withdrawal of Israel armed forces 
and ultimate cessation of invasions on Palestine 
territories was an opposite effort towards building 
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peace and rebuilding of Palestinian institutions and 
infrastructure. The withdrawal of SA ambassador 
was lambasted by South African Jewish Board of 
Deputies and the SA Zionist Federation. The two 
organisations accused the South Africa government 
of practising double standard towards Jewish 
state. The two organisations argued that South 
Africa would miss an opportunity to participate in 
the conflict resolution. With the ambassador back 
home in Pretoria, the government on 5th April 2019 
opted not to replace him, which effectively set the 
downgrading process of the embassy in Israel in 
motion. This is the resolution adopted firstly by 
the governing party’s [ANC] Policy Conference and 
subsequent party elective conference in 2017 to 
downgrade the embassy into a liaison office in a bid 
to reduce diplomatic ties to Israel. With the embassy 
office in Tel Aviv having assumed the status of the 
Liaison office, it was stripped of political, trade and 
development cooperation mandates. In reciprocation 
to the downgrading of SA embassy in Tel Aviv, 
Israel withdrew its own ambassador to Pretoria and 
downgraded the embassy into representative office 
to deal with consulate issues.

2.3.1. DA Undermining South Africa Foreign 
Policy

Whereas the South African government and the 
majority of the people have taken to support the right 
to self-determination of the Palestinian people, the 
Democratic Alliance [DA] true to its bias with Capital 
violated the policy of the country. The diplomatic mess 
created by the DA Tshwane Mayor Mr Solly Msimang 
and DA leader Mr Musi Maimane by visiting Taiwan 
and Israel respectively depicted a confused posture 
on South Africa foreign policy. However that is not 
the case. The DA is deliberately undermining the ANC 
led government foreign policy by establishing and 
strengthening diplomatic relations with forces and 
countries that South Africa has issues with. If the 
ANC government does not take steps against these, 
it will set a wrong precedence and create diplomatic 
crisis for the country. Diplomatic relations are the 
scope of national government; not municipalities 
and or opposition parties. The striking similarities 
are that Trump committed the same mistake by 
accepting an official call from Taiwan, which last had 
relations with the US in 1971. This poses danger for 
South Africa’s foreign relations. In announcing the 

decision to demote Taiwanese diplomatic relations in 
1997, then South African President Nelson Mandela, 
in his statement said:

“In its international relations, South Africa has 
become an active participant within the ambit 
of the OAU and the Non-Aligned Movement, as 
well as within the UN system. A permanent 
continuation of diplomatic recognition of the 
Republic of China on Taiwan is inconsistent 
with South Africa’s role in international affairs”.

On Palestine, President Mandela made it clear that 
he supported the return of all refugees and that the 
map lines must be returned to the situation prior to 
the 1967 borders. He said: 

“South African freedom will not be complete 
unless the people of Palestine are freed”.

Interestingly, the DA is fashioning and labelling 
itself as a party which best carries Mandela’s values 
better than Mandela’s own party the governing ANC. 
It must be remembered too, that Taiwan and Israel 
cooperated with South Africa’s Apartheid regime and 
maintained strong diplomatic and trade relations 
and created a tri-partite military and security bloc 
developing weapons and South Africa’s nuclear 
weapons and cooperating in suppressing the ANC, 
with the DA (then DP) fully cooperating. In addition 
to that, we have seen the DA also meddling in the 
internal affairs of our neighbour Zambia. Their 
leader, Musi Maimane was humiliated when was 
forced out of that country for fuelling destabilisation 
by making unfounded statements and political 
commitments towards an opposition party that had 
lost elections. The government of the Patriotic Front 
of Zambia under President Edgar Lungu acted swiftly 
to deal with the DA. This must be warning signs that 
if our people will at some stage be fooled to vote for 
the DA, this country will be in a mess domestically 
and internationally. Our position is that the DA does 
not have the interest of the majority of the people 
of South Africa in particular and that of Africa in 
general.

2.4. BREXIT

The term BREXIT was coined when United Kingdom/
Britain sought to withdraw its membership from 
the 28 countries European Union [EU]. There were 
several unsuccessful attempts by different political 



7

parties to withdraw UK membership from the EU. 
The withdrawal from the EU was used as the luring 
point by the political parties during general election 
campaigns. In 2012, former Prime Minister David 
Cameron initially turned down calls for a referendum 
on the UK’s EU membership, but then suggested the 
possibility of a referendum to ratify his proposed 
renegotiation of Britain’s relationship with the rest of 
the EU. A year later, on 23 January 2013, Cameron 
under excessive pressure from many of his MPs and 
UK Independence Party [UKIP], announced that the 
Conservative government would, on conditions that 
it gets elected in the 7 May 2015 general election, 
hold a referendum to determine whether UK leave 
or stay in the EU. This call was integral part of the 
Conservative Party manifesto.

After Conservative Party election victory in 2015, 
Cameron kept to his commitment when the European 
Union Referendum Act of 2015 was introduced into 
Parliament to enable the referendum. Cameron 
favoured remaining in a reformed European Union, 
and sought to renegotiate on four key points: 
protection of the single market for non-Eurozone 
countries, reduction of ‘red tape’, exempting Britain 
from “ever-closer union”, and restricting immigration 
from the rest of the European Union In his speech 
to the House of Commons on 22 February 2106, 
Cameron announced that referendum will be held 
on the 23 June 2016 to determine whether UK leave 
or stay in the EU. The results were announced the 
next morning with slight majority [51.89 %] against 
minority [48.11%] voted in favour of exit from the 
EU. Though he had announced his intention to leave 
the office in October, Cameron stepped down on 
13 July 2016 and replaced on the 14th of the same 
months by Theresa May. May never had it easy to 
have UK withdraw from the EU. The withdrawal from 
the EU is governed by the Article 50 of the Treaty 
on European Union, which outlined the procedures 
for the withdrawal. The procedure dictates that a 
member notifies the European Council, whereupon 
the EU is required to “negotiate and conclude an 
agreement with the leaving State, setting out the 
arrangements for its withdrawal, taking account of 
the framework for its future relationship with the 
European Union.

After the House of Commons voted overwhelmingly 
for the notification for the intention to leave under 
Article 50, May thus signed a letter invoking Article 
50 on 28 March 2017, which was delivered on 29 

March by Tim Barrow, the UK’s ambassador to the 
EU, to European Council President Donald Tusk. 
However the UK withdrawal was postponed several 
times due to internal disagreements in the House 
Commons. On 10 December 2018, prime minister 
May on a prospect of a defeat postponed voting in 
the House of Commons to allow herself more time 
to engage with Conservative backbenchers and EU. 
When the House of Commons finally voted on 15 
January 2019, 432 members to 202 voted against the 
withdrawal. Another round of vote on the withdrawal 
was held on 12 March 2019, 17 days before the EU 
exit deadline. The deal again did not enjoy majority 
when the House of Commons voted again. The deal 
was voted against 391 to 242, a loss of 149 votes 
down from 230 from when the deal was proposed in 
January4. The determined May, wrote on 20 March 
2019, to European Council President Donald Tusk 
requesting that Brexit be postponed until 30 June 
2019. When the matter [withdrawal agreement] was 
brought back to the house for voting on 24 March, 
again failed to garner majority votes. Managed to 
garner only 286 to 344, losing with 58 votes, down 
from 149 from when the deal was proposed on 12 
March5.

The UK parliament again failed to approve withdrawal 
agreement on 29 March, which left the exit date to 
legally be 12 April 2019. The late night Brussels Talks 
on the 10th April 2019, resulted in another extension 
to 31 October 2019. The Brexit remained a fiercely 
contested debate until May resigned on the 7th June 
2019. The aspirant Britain Prime Ministers from 
used the Brexit debate to advance their own political 
course. The Exit from EU would have implications 
which might possibly maintain status quo or effect 
forfeiting of benefits enjoyed by citizens through 
UK membership in the EU. During this transitional 
period, there will never be any changes in relation 
to traveling documents. British and EU citizens will 
have exactly the same rights as before, including visa-
free travel within the EU. The draft agreement says 
the UK and EU will aim to agree on visa-free travel 
for short-term visits and temporary entry for business 
travellers.6 

4  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brexit

5  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Parliamentary_votes_

on_Brexit

6  https://inews.co.uk/inews-lifestyle/travel/visa-af-
ter-brexit-travel-eu-free-visit-europe-schengen-explained/
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Turning into our own backyards, there are two 
things likely to happen, depending on the impending 
withdrawal of the UK from the EU. Firstly, South 
African companies doing business in Europe have their 
headquarters based in UK. Depending on which way 
the Brexit developments turn out these companies 
may be forced to set up a base somewhere else to 
continue to do business in Europe.  And this will 
somewhat have far-reaching implications on their 
businesses. With South Africa being the significant 
EU trading partner with the UK being a big part of it 
the withdrawal is likely to impact negatively on the 
economy as a result of changes to the international 
agreements. If the UK were to withdraw, the existing 
trade agreements would be renegotiated with 
no guarantee of an equally favourable outcome.  
Secondly, on individual level, South African nationals 
holding UK passports through their ancestry, which 
give them the automatic right to live and work in the 
EU, are likely to forfeit them, should the withdrawal 
becomes a success.

2.5. US-CHINA Trade Wars 

The two economic global power houses, US and 
China, are engaged in trade war through increasing 
of tariffs and other measures since 2018. In the build 
up to the elections, in June 2016, US presidential 
candidate, Donald Trump vowed to cancel 
international trade deals and go on an offensive 
against Chinese economic practices. The trade war 
between these two super powers was centred on 
number of disagreements. The US justified their 
conduct, when they argued through the director of 
the White House Office of Trade and Manufacturing 
Policy, Peter Navarro, that their tariff hikes are purely 
defensive measures7. Another disagreement was on 
the Intellectual Property right. The US academics, 
officials, businesspeople and organisations accused 
China of stealing American intellectual property and 
military technology and enforcing policies which place 
US patent holders at disadvantages in the Chines 
markets. These enforced policies forced foreign 
companies into a joint venture with Chines companies 
which effectively give them unlawful access to their 
technologies. The other area of contention is on China 
foreign direct investment wherein foreign companies 
are prevented from participating in some business 
7  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/China–United_States_

trade_war

sectors in particular automotive industry, unless 
if they go into joint venture with local companies 
destined to own majority shares. These kinds of 
partnerships accord rights to Chinese companies to 
use intellectual property from their foreign partner, 
so they can produce domestic product based on it. 
This arrangement was however found to be unfair 
by both EU and members of American Chamber 
of Commerce in the People’s Republic of China. In 
response to all these concerns, China, in April 2018 
pledged that it would do away with laws that required 
global automakers and shipbuilders to work through 
state-owned partners.

It will be naïve never to think that consumers of 
products from these countries are somewhat not 
affected by this war, especially American consumers. 
Some of the hardest-hit companies have been 
Chinese display and electronics manufacturers, 
which export components used in the production 
of TVs, smartphones, and other devices. Whilst this 
trade war may be beyond our borders, it could have 
a notable effect on the prices paid to import products 
into South Africa. The increased cost of manufacturing 
and importing tech products could trickle down to 
local consumers, who would end up paying more for 
their favourite devices. The implications hereof is 
that hardware products such as PC components and 
TVs could see a price increase in South Africa, due 
to an escalating trade conflict between the United 
States and China. If the trade war escalates further, 
and more tariffs are proposed, then an increasing 
number of products may see price increases across 
the world.

2.6. Developments in BRICS  

BRICS is an organisation set up by top emerging 
markets in the world, namely India, China, Brazil, 
Russia and South Africa. These markets have 
performed well for the period 2000 – 2010. The body 
started as BRIC in 2006 with a motto of Building 
Better Global Economy and had its first summit 
in 2009. In 2010 South Africa joined BRIC and the 
group was renamed to BRICS. These countries are 
representing 20% of the World GDP and 40% of the 
world population.8 This means that these markets 
with high population and growing number of middle 
class are going to be growth engine of this world or 
8  Ambhorkar N. [2015]., “What led to the foundation of 
BRICS?” Article by Nikhil Ambhorkar – April 25, 2015.
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so they thought. Undoubtedly the BRICS were an 
invention initially of interest to the big transnational 
capital based in Wall Street, one more taxonomic 
device of the powerful in their ceaseless search to 
establish a geopolitics that reflects their own interests. 
It was formed as the key political pole for forces 
opposed to the unipolar capitalist hegemony of the 
US and the west in general in world affairs. Whilst it 
has been largely active as a state multilateral forum 
for the five countries, various bodies have emerged, 
putting together structures from these countries, 
such as trade unions, civil society, academics 
forum, business forum and others. BRICS is one 
of the world’s ascendant imprints in a period of 
dangerous candidness, destruction, regime change 
and economic crisis. And it is world historic because 
it reminds serious historians of that epochal period 
from the 15th – 17th centuries which witnessed the 
East’s involution – an involution which went cheek 
by jowl with the West’s emergence as a powerful 
rebuilder, creating the conditions for success, 
constraint and failure for centuries to come.9

What is important is to look at carefully what 
their state-linked think-tanks are proposing as 
appropriate and what forms of consensus are 
emerging around the initiative. They are not there 
just to fix the multilateral system but they are 
pushing for a new global architecture for finance and 
economic cooperation, a new take on development 
and a search for new norms around which plunder 
of the natural environment, or new permissible forms 
of exploitation are bandied about and how does all 
this link with finding a vision that permits diversity 
in social systems as opposed to the uniformity of the 
Washington Consensus.

2.6.1. BRICS Bank

The New Development Bank [NDB], formerly referred 
to as the BRICS Development Bank, is a multilateral 
development bank operated by the BRICS member 
states. The view to establish the NDB was first 
conceived in 2012 at the 4th BRICS Summit held in 
New Delhi, India10. In this summit, leaders of these 
five countries agreed that the Bank should mobilize 
resources for infrastructure and sustainable 
9  Interview with Ari Sitas, Of Socialism and Dentures by 
Jonathan Mandel, 10 – 11 April 2015.

10  https://www.ndb.int/about-us/essence/history/

development projects in BRICS and other emerging 
economies, as well as in developing countries. 
The finance ministers from these countries were 
instructed to determine the feasibility and viability of 
the initiative and further put together a joint working 
group to conduct further study and to feed back in 
the subsequent summit in 2013. 

At the next Summit held in Durban, South Africa, 
when reported back on the assignment given to them 
in the previous summit to determine feasibility and 
viability of establishing the bank finance ministers 
gave thump up to the initiative. The leaders bought 
into recommendation made by their finance 
ministers and decided to establish the bank. They 
further agreed that the initial contribution to the 
Bank should be substantial and sufficient for it to 
be effective in financing infrastructure. The final 
agreement on the establishment of the BRICS bank 
was signed during the 6th Summit, Fortaleza, Brazil 
in 201411.  

The Fortaleza Declaration was followed by the 
inaugural meeting of the Board of Directors [BoD] 
meeting chaired by Russia, which was held in Ufa, 
Russia just on the eve of the 7th Summit in 2015. 
This meeting formalised the existence of the bank. 
The headquarters of the bank are hosted by the 
People’s Republic of China. Between the years 2016 
and 2017 the bank BoD approved loans involving 
financial assistance of over USD 3.4 billion for 
projects in the areas of green and renewable energy, 
transportation, water sanitation, irrigation and other 
areas12. In 2018 in an effort to bring parity to its 
members, BRICS NDB, agreed to borrow as much 
as R8bn [$600m] to South Africa, “Our aim is to be 
equitable among our five members,” NDB President 
KV Kamath said in an interview. “If you look at the 
$4bn we will be doing this year, we should be lending 
around $800m” in each nation, he said. “I hope this 
year, we will hit that number”.

In May 2018, $200m loan to Transnet was 
announced to help the state-owned ports and 
freight operator, to rehabilitate container terminals 
in Durban on the country’s east coast13. In his 
welcoming address to the 4th Annual Meeting held 
11  https://www.ndb.int/about-us/essence/history/

12  https://www.ndb.int/about-us/essence/history/

13  https://www.thesouthafrican.com/news/brics-bank-

loan-eskom-details-load-shedding/
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in Cape Town, South Africa, SA Finance Minister 
Tito Mboweni fostered interconnectedness on the 
Southern African countries. Following this meeting, 
two important loans were signed by the NDB. The 
first transaction loan of $300m was to the Southern 
African Development Bank [SADB], whilst the second 
one of $180m was to power utility Eskom to resolve 
load shedding crisis14. In this meeting, South Africa 
finance minister’s tone and posture, coupled with 
the loan made to the SADB one could cautiously 
deduce that South Africa advocate for the extension 
of BRICS membership. South Africa has thus far 
received a total loan of $680m worth of projects from 
the Bank. 

2.6.2. The BRICS Trade Union Forum 

BRICS Trade Union Forums are held annually by 
BRICS countries trade union federations since its 
formation in 2012. The 7th BRICS Forum was held 
on 27th July 2018, in Durban, South Africa. The 
Forum was held parallel to the 10th BRICS Heads 
of States Summit, which was also held in Sandton 
Convention Centre, South Africa. Three trade union 
federations from South Africa, COSATU, FEDUSA 
and NACTU were in attendance, with COSATU 
General Secretary, Bheki Ntshalintshali delivering 
keynote address. The Forum in Durban, with three 
federations in concurrence, outlined six priority 
goals for themselves for hosting the forum. 

Goal One: Investment in people, social & economic 
infrastructure and environmental responsibility for 
sustainable development: 

	 Building industrialisation and manufacturing 
capacity of our economies for employment 
creation; 

	 Advancing agricultural production, agro-
processing and SMMEs involved in farming to 
achieve food security and meet the Sustainable 
Development Goals [SDGs] particularly, basic 
needs of workers, communities and their 
families; and 

	 Promoting and protecting the environment and 
our natural resources to ensure they serve the 
just and developmental needs of the people 
and future generations. 

14  https://www.thesouthafrican.com/news/brics-bank-
loan-eskom-details-load-shedding/

Goal Two: Building workers skills, innovation and 
developmental ICT tools: 

	 The Future of Work initiative must be about 
workers and a decent future for all; 

	 The 4th industrial revolution must ensure 
innovative development tools for workers, 
communities and sustainable human 
development; and 

	 Skilling of workers in ICT tools and 
democratisation of the internet for maximum 
access and information flow for all. 

Goal Three: Decent work, effective Bargaining and 
Social Protection 

	 Comprehensive Social protection for the poor 
and working people and their families; 

	 Formalisation of the informal economy 
[including entrepreneurship enhancement]; 
and 

	 Ending Child labour, sexual exploitation and 
human trafficking.

Goal Four: Full Employment and job creation 

	 Building inclusive economies that create jobs 
and ensure fair growth and redistribution of 
wealth; 

	 Youth employment/ building employability 
[Industrial learnerships and apprenticeships]; 

	 Improving Women access to employment and 
guaranteeing equal pay for work of equal value; 
and 

	 Promoting employment and rights of vulnerable 
groups and people with disabilities. 

Goal Five: Trade union participation and 
representation of all social partners for effective 
Social Dialogue: 

	 Inclusive BRICS = formalisation of trade 
union and social partners representation and 
participation in official BRICS structures. 

Goal Six: Democratic, ethical and responsive 
Governance [both public and private) towards a new, 
transparent, accountable and inclusive international 
multilateral system]: 
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	 Ensuring good social, Corporate and 
environmental behaviour of MNCs; 

	 Ending Illicit financial flows, tax havens and 
looting of our natural and human resources; 
and 

	 Promoting ethical, accountable and transparent 
forms of governance and leadership in society. 

COSATU continues to coordinate all activities and 
events related to the BRICS Trade Union Forum and 
POPCRU participate accordingly. The next summit 
will happen this year in Brazil after the presidency 
of the forum was handed over to Brazilian Trade 
Union Movement. Through COSATU’s coordination, 
we need to, as a country, start to gauge our progress 
on the goals we have set for ourselves.   

2.6.3. Threats to BRICS and the BRICS Trade 
Union Forum

In guiding us in the understanding the threat 
to BRICS and the dynamics in the BRICS Trade 
Union Forum, the COSATU International Relations 
Committee of July 2019 made the analysis below: 

The BRICS are a very heterogeneous group of 
nations, united neither by ideology or geography. 
In its conception, however, BRICS countries 
embodied a form of a leftward political orientation. 
For instance, the Communist party governed India; 
Workers Party was in power in Brazil; China and 
Russia have communist histories and the African 
National Congress [ANC] has its own ideological roots 
but leftward leaning. These countries collectively 
represented a new political left. However, the 
emergence of the right wing or populist government 
in two of the BRICS countries namely Brazil and 
India have proved to be a thorn in flesh not only 
within BRICS but also among domestic trade unions. 
As a rotation norm in steering the presidency of 
the BRICS group, the mantle to host 2019 BRICS 
summit falls on Brazil. Usually around this period, 
the proceedings of BRICS summit would have been 
underway.  But to our dismay, the summit and 
the trade union forum have been delayed to a later 
date, September to be precise. Apart from the date, 
nothing of substance has been enunciated which 
raises grave concerns. 

The right wings governments in both Brazil and India 
have positioned themselves against workers’ rights. 
This has been achieved through the implementation 
of the bourgeoisie drive to cultivate a cheap-labour 
haven for global capital. The effects of this drive 
are seen in a way the governments squeezes labour 
politics outside mainstream debates and excludes 
labour in structures supposedly should form social 
dialogue. Consequently, this new political path has 
been nothing but a tool to weaken the workers power.

2.6.3.1. Case of Brazil

The inception of BRICS in 2006 and the affiliation 
of Brazil to the bloc was seen as one of the pillars 
of president Luiz Inacio Lula Da Silva’s ambitious 
foreign policy project. It served three major purposes. 
First, the BRICS reinforced Brazil’s identity as a 
rising power, not only in terms of economic growth, 
but also of political influence beyond South America. 
Second, the BRICS was a catalyst to stronger trade 
relations with emerging economies, notably with 
Russia and India. Third, the bloc gave Brazil a “safe 
space” where it could relate with China as diplomatic 
equals. That was particularly important as China 
quickly established itself as Brazil’s – and Latin 
America’s – main trade partner. Therefore, BRICS is 
heavily associated with the left wing government of 
the Workers Party [PT]. 

With the newly elected right wing government 
in place under the stewardship of President Jair 
Bolsonaro, the Brazil has embarked on a radical 
reorientation of strategic partners, in line with the 
populist winds that have shaken much of the globe. 
Bolsonaro’s main ally is Donald Trump, followed 
by Israel’s Benjamin Netanyahu and the populist 
leaders of Hungary, Poland and the Czech Republic. 
Italy’s Mateo Salvini is already considered a close 
friend. In Brazil’s neighbourhood, he has formed 
solid partnerships with Chile and Colombia, also 
governed by conservatives. 

The new government rejects multilateralism, the 
United Nations and global pacts. One of the first 
acts of the new government was to withdraw Brazil 
from the recently signed global pact on migration. 
Therefore, the new Brazilian diplomacy consists of few 
friends and limited goals, with no global ambitions. 
One of these goals is solving the crisis in Venezuela, 
and that, incidentally, is another factor to weaken 
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the links with the BRICS. President Bolsonaro 
has made it clear that toppling the government of 
President Nicolas Maduro is a priority, and for that 
he counts on political and military support from 
the United States. On the other hand, Venezuela 
is supported by Russia, China, South Africa and 
India (although not a staunch supporter) which 
all are BRICS members. In this regard, the bloc 
and Brazil are pulling in different directions with 
respect to Venezuelan issue. Moreover, the current 
relationship Brazil has with China exemplifies this 
abrupt change. In the last decade, the Chinese 
have become the most important trade partners 
of Brazil, and have been treated accordingly by all 
previous Brazilian presidents. President Bolsonaro, 
however, has followed Trump in his criticism of 
Chinese imperialism. Keeping with this paradox, it 
is probable that Brazil may abandon BRICS in the 
long run – either symbolically or officially – on the 
grounds of a renewed relationship with the West. 

To further undermine Trade unions, Bolsonaro’s 
administration closed the country’s 88 year old 
Ministry of Labour thus weakening the institutions 
responsible for labour regulations including the 
Labour Court. The administration also lowered the 
minimum wage (despite inflation). In fact, labour 
rights, acquired through the struggles of organised 
Brazilian workers, are one of the main targets of 
Bolsonaro’s government. The registration of unions 
now falls under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of 
Justice, overseen by Minister Sérgio Moro, the former 
judge who jailed former president Lula as an attempt 
to block him from running against Bolsonaro. This 
restructuring can be viewed as a move to strip the 
registration of unions and weaken labour organizing 
in the country, and thus ‘break the legs’ of the enemy 
of the government.

2.6.3.2. Case of India

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Hindu 
supremacist Bharatiya Janata Party [BJP] were 
brought to power in 2014 and re-elected in May 
2019 in the India general election. Modi’s party has 
hardly any history of leading a worker’s movement or 
a peasant struggle. It is for this reason he identifies 
embraces and advocates for the leftist ideals. Labour 
law reform is a major part of Narendra Modi’s 
economic reform agenda. This aims at making India 
the destination of choice for global manufacturing 

investment by continuing with previous government’s 
generous subsidies for large corporations and 
promises to cut government red tape. Industrial 
conflict and union rights stand in the way of this 
dramatically ambitious agenda to challenge China’s 
[India’s South-South strategic partner] domination 
of global manufacturing. 

The most serious threats against trade unions 
and workers came through amendments to India’s 
labour laws, many of which the unions rely on for 
basic protection for their workers, especially limits 
to how employers lay off their workers. These are 
all reforms that the capitalists in India have been 
clamouring for, citing them as the primary reasons 
that they are unwilling to invest in large enterprises 
in India. Therefore the right wing government and 
its capitalist class have used this and other glitches 
in the economy to argue for their standard solutions 
– the suite of neoliberal policies: restructuring the 
working class, especially reducing legal protections 
on unions and workers; more deregulation and in 
formalisation of production; a further reduction in 
the regulatory regime and the scope of its laws; an 
end to what little social welfare continues to exist; 
an expansion of state-sponsored infrastructure 
development, but a continuation of the privatization 
of state-owned industries; and a greater reliance on 
the state to force through development against those 
sections of the population that might otherwise 
resist displacement. It is in this backdrop that Modi-
led BJP government has integrated India, ever more 
fully, into US imperialism and encouraged it in its 
reckless drive to offset the erosion of its economic 
dominance. At the same time, Modi’s right wing 
government is seeking to leverage the support and 
strategic favours accorded by Washington to pursue 
its own predatory aim. Keeping with the ideas 
behind the formation of BRICS and particularly the 
element of balance of power, India is, in other words, 
colluding with Trump’s administration to counter 
against BRICS and mainly China. 

2.6.4. POPCRU’s role in strengthening the 
BRICS Trade Union Forum

The analysis must help us make informed decisions 
on how we defend workers’ rights within BRICS; 
focusing on threats to our own gains, which are also 
under threat. The Congress must therefore critically 
engage on how as POPCRU working within COSATU 
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must be on the offensive to fight for the protection 
of BRICS and play an active role in building and 
strengthening the BRICS Trade Union Forum. This 
can be by getting involved in its structures, initiate 
sector collaboration of similar unions in BRICS 
countries and take or host fact finding missions to 
meet with unions in these countries. Our resolve 
to strengthen the BRICS Trade Union Forum is 
ideological and has class content. It is informed 
by our belief that with all its weaknesses, BRICS 
presents an opportunity to counter the hegemony of 
the Capitalist west. Also, as much as to the extent 
that the ANC leg government acts in the interest of 
the workers and the working class, we must support 
their efforts for the transformation of multilateral 
organisations and building a new world order. 
So ours is a matter of principle. POPCRU and the 
working class in South Africa must be vigilant and 
ensure that our own ASNC is not captured by right 
wingers who will move it away from the BRICS block.

2.6.5. Is BRICS Ready to expand its 
membership?

The first debate on the possible expansion of 
BRICS was triggered at the 10th Summit held from 
27 July 2018 in Johannesburg, South Africa. The 
Russian president, Vladimir Putin, during the media 
conference, articulated the position of the group 
in relation of possible expansion. The most critical 
question needs to be responded to is, how will the 
BRICS community expands itself? And what is 
further interesting is that what would this group 
consider in taking in new members? He illustrated 
that, in relation to the possible enlargement of the 
group, there are BRICS Plus and Outreach format 
which would be used to reach out and bring closer 
countries that share underlying principle and 
values of BRICS. All members adopted a caution 
to the effect that any expansion of membership 
should be thoroughly analysed and debated. It 
looks like they are all currently are still content with 
the arrangement. This was demonstrated by the 
remarks made by South Africa Finance Minister, 
Mr Mboweni he addressed the NDB at Cape Town 
that there is a need for interconnectedness amongst 
SADC countries. He argued in the very same meeting 
that should one of the countries in SADC region 
hit by natural disaster due to lack of planning, 
South Africa will be the first to be called to provide 
a necessary relief. Mboweni further argued to the 

NDB, that should such catastrophe occur, we will 
need to source aid from the Dutch experts in water 
management to rescue the situation. This scenario 
represents a strong need to maintain the BRICS Plus 
and Outreach format. 

The debate on the possible expansion of the block 
was also joined by the experts trying to determine 
possibilities. Charles Robertson, Chief Economist 
at Renaissance Capital argued that BRICS needs 
to expand because the group is less-represented 
in the global financial architecture. The two global 
financial institutions, International Monitory Fund 
and World Bank are firmly dominated by the US 
and European continents. There is a need to the 
emergence of another large power centre that could 
offer an alternative to the US and EU dominance.

2.7. The BUILD ACT

As these trade wars flare, the USA is developing a 
new law that will position US companies to be able 
to compete with Chinese interests in the continent. 
Through the Better Utilisation of Investments 
Leading to Development [BUILD] Act, the USA will 
rebrand and double the size of the Overseas Private 
Investment Corporation to be able to help the United 
States offset the influence China allegedly buys in 
Africa though its neo-mercantilist, trillion-dollar Belt 
& Road Initiative. They imply that the BUILD Act 
would encourage U.S. companies to “pour money” 
into African countries to counter China. 

Prior to the introduction of the BUILD Act, the USA 
foreign investment in developing countries in Africa 
through Overseas Private Investment Corporations 
[OPIC] was not that impactful. As of fiscal year 2018, 
the agency’s data show it has dedicated 27 percent 
(or $6.28 billion) of its portfolio to Africa15. And 
this was focused on projects only in three African 
countries Ghana, Kenya, and South Africa. These 
three countries have not made appreciable progress 
toward a freer economy as measured by their 
rankings in the Index of Economic Freedom from 
1995 to the present. Now, the BUILD Act, in contrast 
to the OPIC, focused more on foreign investment 
than foreign aid. This means that rather than simply 
supplying money to developing nations, the U.S. 
will be investing in developing markets through 

15  https://www.cnsnews.com/commentary/brett-schaefer/govern-

ments-track-record-suggests-build-act-wouldnt-pour-money-africa
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its private businesses. The investments in these 
developing countries will bring great improvements 
to the economies and standard of living for those in 
those countries. This will further bring infrastructure 
development, job creation and increased quality of 
life for many impoverished people all over the world. 

3. Internationalism 

Working class internationalism is summed up by the 
rallying slogan from Marx and Engels: “Workers of 
the World unite – you have nothing to lose but your 
chains!” Internationalism is important because 
global capitalism needs a global response by the 
working class. Internationalism is an approach to 
international work that recognises the need to change 
and reconstruct the capitalist economic system. 

Only a united working class across the globe can 
defeat capitalism and build an equal and just society 
for all workers. Workers must struggle together in 
solidarity with workers in other countries because we 
have a common class interest, against the capitalist 
class [and their divide and rule tactics]. Acts of 
international solidarity may not be in the immediate 
economic interest of workers in a particular country, 
but they are in the long term interests of the 
international working class. For example, it cost the 
Cuban state enormous amounts of money to provide 
humanitarian and military aid to South Africa and 
other countries; it even cost some of the Cuban 
soldiers their lives. But, the Cubans understand the 
bigger picture – that this is part of fighting for an 
alternative to capitalism, and fighting against racism 
and oppression, and that when your fellow workers 
are in need you answer that call to the best of your 
ability. 

If our sisters and brothers in other countries are 
being abused and their organisations weakened, 
then we all lose – because it weakens the strength 
of the whole movement. This is why all workers and 
their organisations must take up all struggles, even 
those struggles that only directly affect sections 
of the working class [like women’s oppression and 
xenophobia].

Our struggles are connected. We learn to stand up 
for ourselves by standing up for those that need our 
support, and also, the more we stand up for ourselves, 
the stronger we get and the more we are able to stand 
up and defend others. We must view internationalism 

as a way of building worker unity and building a 
working class movement to fight for an alternative 
to capitalism. It is also about recognising that our 
fate as the South African working class lies with the 
global working class, and not with the South African 
capitalist class. The bourgeoisie plays one working 
class in one country against another. The interests 
of workers lie with other workers internationally. In 
other words, working class internationalism is more 
important than patriotism and nationalism. Hence 
out programme internationally has always been 
guided by: 

	 Building a progressive  trade union movement 
globally:

	 To combat divisions and build worker unity,

	 To build democratic worker organisation and 
worker control.

Samora Machel, once said:

“International solidarity is not an act of charity: it is 
an act of unity between allies fighting on different 
terrains towards the same objective. The foremost 
of these objectives is to aid the development of 
humanity to the highest level possible”

Only a globally united working class can defeat 
global capitalism! In this instance, POPCRU 
reaffirms commitment to international solidarity and 
the building of a global trade union movement in our 
sector. 

3.1. Current challenges of the global trade 
union movement

A document prepared by Congress of South African 
Trade Union [COSATU] for the international school 
adequately captures the dynamics we are faced 
with today. The International Labour Organisation 
[ILO] estimates that more than 61 million jobs have 
been lost since the start of the global economic 
crisis in 2008. This means that, an estimate of 
more than 200 million people are unemployed now, 
globally. Estimates indicate that about 500 million 
new jobs will need to be created by 2020 to provide 
opportunities to those currently unemployed and 
to the young people who are projected to join the 
workforce over the next few years. Few organisations 
or even human beings concern themselves with what 
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tomorrow will look like and why it is important in the 
first place to worry about it. In this regard, COSATU 
has proven itself relevant today, relevant tomorrow 
and relevant into the future, by engaging in this 
futuristic exercise of deepening its understanding 
of today, about what tomorrow holds and how best 
can we position ourselves, workers and society for a 
better tomorrow.

The World of Work is changing so rapidly that what 
is or was regarded as work a while ago, is now 
unavailable on the job-shelf. What we regard as 
work or otherwise translated into job, depends on 
the structure of the political economy that defines 
what, how and why is work regarded as work and by 
who? These changes are impacted upon and impact 
on the whole of society, because this is linked to the 
profound structure of production and consumption 
and the relations arising from it. The 4th Industrial 
revolution is a game changer in this regard. It 
has introduced a series of IT tools, applications 
[called apps], gadgets, and other means of artificial 
intelligence that have radically changed society, 
work and ways of doing things, including organising 
itself, in the case of the trade union movement. 
However, this has not changed the substance of 
the matter, the; unequal, unjust, exploitative and 
miserable conditions facing the millions of working 
people and their families all over the world! Instead, 
it has deepened it further! This has not altered the 
fundamental question about the future and dignity of 
human beings; in the workplace and in society. It has 
not answered the core issues about the abundance 
of resources for a few and the grinding desperation 
faced by the suffering majority, on the other hand. 
Therein lies our interest, our focus and our struggle; 
the future of humanity, the environment and a totally 
different society built on the foundations of justice, 
equality and dignity for all. It means our struggle is 
for the dismantling of all relations that produce and 
reproduce injustice and oppression, anywhere and 
everywhere.

In this ever changing world of work, we are today 
faced with the reality of the 4th Industrial revolution 
which affects areas of work including the public 
sector. Writing in the future of jobs: What will survive 
by 2020 and what won’t and what it means for Africa, 
Samantha Spooner had this to say, “65% of children 
entering primary school today will ultimately end up 
working in completely new job types that don’t yet 
exist”. The Future of work and ICT must be located 

in that struggle. It must help us explain or build 
that society and must help us move forward through 
the improvement of the quality of lives for the poor 
and working majority, not just for more and more 
convenience for the select few in society. ICT and the 
Future of work must be about the enhancement of 
human dignity, means to produce more food that 
can be accessed by millions of hungry people. The 
means of creating jobs through industrialisation in 
Africa so as to build the necessary infrastructure 
and capacity to develop, eradicate disease burdens, 
ensure access for millions of children to quality 
education and improve housing and living conditions 
for the people. ICT can be about human progress 
and serving the needs of humanity, just as it can be 
about entrenching current inequalities, extremes of 
poverty and wealth, as well as increasing exclusion 
of the majority from meaningful participation in the 
economy and other productive sectors of life. 

The Sustainable Development Goals [SDGs], officially 
known as transforming our world: the 2030 Agenda 
for Sustainable Development is a set of 17 “Global 
Goals” with 169 targets between them. It is, mainly 
spearheaded by the UN through a deliberative 
process involving its 193 member states, as well as 
global civil society. They are almost a blueprint of 
the “Future We want”, from the UN point of view and 
the global nation state, but the issue remains how 
just the envisaged future is and in whose interest are 
they so designed? It is for that reason and more that, 
we don’t regard these important issues as separate 
from our struggle for dignity and justice towards 
sustainable development and dignity for all. Further 
than that, our struggle is anchored in the firm belief 
that to Universalise or internationalise a foundation 
of basic incomes and for access to services for all 
workers and communities, below which no human 
being must live, is a critical determining factor for 
real progress in our class struggle. It must be about 
basic affordable needs for all human beings and their 
families, social solidarity and justice where we live, 
work and the surroundings. This is why we want to 
evaluate the SDGs as a terrain of mass campaign and 
entry-point towards such a global floor for millions 
of people and workers. They are certainly not ideal, 
but they are a crucial foundation upon which we can 
locate and base our struggle to challenge extreme 
poverty, inequalities and unemployment, as well as 
lack of basic needs and services for decent living. 

According to the World Employment and Social 
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Outlooks 2016 Report, “Working poverty rates among 
youth in Sub-Saharan Africa is nearly 70 per cent in 
2016, translating to 64.4 million working youth in 
that region living in extreme or moderate poverty [less 
than $3.10 per day]. The region continues to report 
the highest youth working poverty rates globally. 
The number of poor working youth has increased by 
as much as 80 per cent for the past 25 years. This 
is coupled with the fact that young workers in the 
region have one of the highest probabilities of living 
in poverty in comparison to adults.

4. International Trade Union Affiliations 

Before tackling the issue of international 
affiliation, we further emphasise the importance of 
internationalism which leads us to affiliation itself. 
Workers around the world face the same conditions 
because the bosses who maximise their profit by 
moving their investments without regard to their 
impacts on communities or the environment. As long 
as there are places where workers toil for starvation 
wages without health and safety protections, 
it is hard to achieve or maintain good wages or 
conditions anywhere. Hence the importance of 
working collaboratively across borders in order 
to effectively fight back against the multinational 
corporations that dominates the economy the world 
over. This means solidarity amongst workers beyond 
the borders. Solidarity means that we should not 
only care about ourselves, but also for others, and 
be willing to take a stand for them. For this reason, 
trade unions have a pivotal role to play in this regard 
including international development. Economic 
growth without workers’ rights, social protection 
and a voice in decision-making does not amount to 
development. 

The twenty-fifth [25th] anniversary of the democratic 
elections in South Africa in April 2019 and the end 
of apartheid rule is being observed by people of many 
other countries because people around the world 
marched in solidarity with the South African people 
in the long struggle that led to those elections and to 
a new South Africa. They abhorred the viciousness 
of apartheid and were stimulated by the vision of 
the South African leaders. As Oliver Tambo, former 
President of the African National Congress in the most 
challenging and crucial years of the struggle, used to 
stress, they became ‘partners’ in the struggle. For 
this reason, the day when millions of people stood in 

line for hours in South Africa to cast the vote for the 
first time in their lives was a great day for the world. 
It represented the emancipation of the continent of 
Africa after centuries of humiliation, and the virtual 
end of the era of colonialism in world history.

Ever since Karl Marx and Frederick Engels gave 
voice to the interests of the proletariat over a century 
ago, the socialist working-class movement has been 
recognised as an internationalist one. Despite an 
era of the most intense imperialist, nationalist and 
chauvinist conflicts, despite the failures of repeated 
attempts to forge organisational unity in the now 
defunct Internationals, this spirit of internationalism 
remains alive wherever workers raise the banner of 
revolutionary socialism. It remains alive because the 
internationalist nature of the socialist movement has 
its roots in the common oppression experienced by all 
labouring classes and in the international character 
of the capitalist system itself. Why is internationalism 
such a vital part of the socialist movement? Perhaps 
most important among the answers is that working-
class internationalism is a powerful antidote for 
some of capitalism’s most vicious and virulent 
ideologies, including racism, divisive nationalism 
and chauvinism of all kinds. A clear view of the 
communality of interests of oppressed classes 
throughout the world provides a powerful bulwark 
against the bellicose, chauvinist propaganda which 
issues daily from ruling-class sources. Recognition 
of the interest all exploited peoples have in ending 
the systems of class rule which dominate the world 
is a large step toward exposing and withdrawing 
support from the imperialist and nationalist aims of 
their respective ruling classes.16

Internationalism is also an excellent touchstone for 
gauging the real aims of any labour movement. Who 
can mistake the corrupt anti-labour nature of outfits 
like the AFL-CIO when they are seen helping the CIA 
overthrow popular governments, waging the ruling-
class propaganda of “cold war” and serving at every 
opportunity the imperialist aims of the capitalist 
class? Understanding labour’s internationalist 
interests helps brand such support for imperialism 
as direct opposition to working-class interests. The 
need for a new international order has become so 
imperative that it is making itself felt everywhere. 
Even though the calls for international cooperation 
and interdependence are being used by ruling-class 
representatives to mask their pursuit of material 
16  Socialist Internationalism. [1975]., “Weekly People”. Vol. 85 No. 5 
Saturday, May 3, 1975. Socialist Internationalism.
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interests, they reflect an inescapable awareness 
of the global scope of nearly every major social 
problem. However, reorganising and developing the 
world’s productive forces to solve these problems, to 
feed its people, to protect its environment and to put 
an end to class oppression and human misery, are 
tasks only an international socialist order can meet. 
Socialist internationalism realises that each country’s 
working-class movement must adapt itself to the 
conditions peculiar to the particular country. It also 
realises that demonstrable signs of internationalist 
ties between various working classes can surface only 
in proportion to the growth of the socialist movement 
in each country. Since the overthrow of capitalist 
class rule and a socialist reconstruction of society 
remain the sole solution for the working classes of 
the world, the resurrection of internationalism is 
inevitable. For the internationalist spirit must grow 
step by step with the march of the workers of the 
world toward a socialist future. 

Within the ambit of above exposition in terms of 
internationalism and international solidarity entail, 
we deal with international affiliation below.

4.1. World Federation of Trade Unions 
[WFTU]

Following POPCRU’s official affiliation to WFTU in 
2012, we have continued to play a critical role in the 
WFTU family. Together with other COSATU affiliates 
who for a long time have held the WFTU banner high 
in the country, POPCRU participates actively in many 
activities. This includes among others the annual 
calendar days such as the WFTU International Day 
on October 3rd, International Women’s Day, and 
International Day of Solidarity with the people of 
Palestine, Presidential Council meetings and many 
others.

4.2. WFTU Congress in Durban

We waited for a hundred years and in 2010 South 
Africa hosted the first ever World Cup on African Soil. 
History repeated itself. We had waited for 71 years 
and on October 2016. Three South African unions 
[POPCRU, NEHAWU and NUM] under the banner 
of COSATU hosted the first ever World Trade Union 
Congress on African soil. At the time CEPPWAWU 
was facing some challenges and could not be part of 

the preparatory work, but fully participated in the 
congress. The 17th Congress of the World Federation 
of Trade Unions-WFTU took place in Durban bringing 
more than 1500 delegates from around the world. 
This was a proud moment for our members and the 
workers of South Africa and the people of Kwa Zulu 
Natal; and a huge achievement for POPCRU and the 
rest of the COSATU family.

WFTU is the oldest unified international trade union 
federation in the world representing more than 
97million members around the globe. Some of the 
most prominent leaders of our revolution such as 
Moses Mabhida, Moses Kotane, Stalin Mtshali and 
many others worked in the head offices of the WFTU 
during the struggle against apartheid, coordinating 
international solidarity from those offices. At the 
formation of the WFTU in Paris, South African trade 
unions formed part of the founding delegation that 
founded the federation on 3 October 1945. The 
formation itself was not a sudden development. It 
was a result and culmination of the consolidation 
of worker struggles around the world. The growth 
of the WFTU and the hosting of the 17th congress 
in South Africa followed hard work from the vibrant 
General Secretary Cde George Mavrikos who took 
over the reins in the Havana Congress of 2005, re-
elected in the 16th congress in Greece. The congress 
in Greece made fundamental declaration and set 
the WFTU on a growth and transformational path, 
declaring an “Class oriented - uniting - democratic 
- modern – independent – internationalist!” broad 
united movement of the working class ; says the 
WFTU Congress declaration Athens, Greece, 2011.

From the Durban Congress WFTU emerged even 
stronger and bigger, in particular with the formal 
joining of COSATU with its close to 2million 
members! COSATU took the resolution to affiliate 
to the WFTU in our 11th Congress. Those opposed 
to the unapologetic ideological orientation of the 
WFTU which we fully subscribe to have sought to 
discourage the South African trade union movement 
including our federation COSATU from participating 
in WFTU structures and activities advancing an 
argument that many of the unions in the WFTU are 
left leaning. That is not new for us. We are aligned 
to the SACP. We feel at home in WFTU. But also our 
beloved Nelson Mandela has a very important lesson 
for all of us in this regard when he said:

“One of the mistakes which some political analysts 
make is to think their enemies should be our 
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enemies. Our attitude towards any country is 
determined by the attitude of that country to our 
struggle. Yasser Arafat, Colonel Gaddafi [and] 
Fidel Castro support our struggle to the hilt. There 
is no reason whatsoever why we should have any 
hesitation about hailing their commitment to human 
rights as they’re being demanded in South Africa… 
They did not support [the anti-apartheid struggle] 
only in rhetoric; but also placing resources at our 
disposal for us to win the struggle”.

We sent the same message for those who are afraid 
of a growing revolutionary federation like the WFTU 
which fought apartheid not only in rhetoric but also 
placed its resources at our disposal. The WFTU held 
a very successful World Trade Union Congress from 
4-8 October 2016. The congress was a celebration of 
working class unity and an honour to those of our 
leaders and activists who played a leading role in the 
establishment of the WFTU in 1945. Comrades Eric 
“Stalin Mtshali was given the honour to raise the 
official flag at the congress as a symbol of saluting 
South African Workers. POPCRU participated fully in 
the preparations and the conducting of the congress. 
Our staff was deployed in various preparatory 
committees of the congress. At the congress itself 
POPCRU was represented by 120 delegates drawn 
from all our provinces. POPCRU as a full affiliate of 
WFTU participated in the 17th World Trade Union 
Congress held in Durban.  The congress closed 
with a rally at Curries Fountain Stadium which was 
declared a workers monument for the role it has 
played in the life of the trade union movement in 
the country. More than 1500 delegates from more 
than 110 countries attended the congress which was 
also graced by the State President, Jacob Zuma. The 
report of the General Secretary highlighted the need 
to build the WFTU at all its levels; centrally and in the 
regions including the building of the sectoral Trade 
Unions International. In this regard POPCRU must 
explore together with other public sector affiliates of 
WFTU how to build and strengthen the TUI PS.

The financial situation in the WFTU requires 
refocusing especially the subscription collection 
mechanisms. Bigger unions in the WFTU must 
lead the programme to capitalise the WFTU by a 
structured affiliation fee collection. POCRU must 
consider lobbying especially South African affiliates 
to have a structured way of making contributions 
including to the regional office for the WFTU to be 
able to carry out its work. A well designed exchange 

programme with the WFTU Central office to expose 
our members, staff and officials to the ins and outs 
of the WFTU will help us understand better what 
needs to be done. This will also help us make direct 
links with WFTU affiliates in the public sector. The 
building of the bureaucracy of the WFTU must be a 
task that occupies our planning in building the class 
oriented union. 

The congress took a number of resolutions as 
contained in the Platform 2016-2020, which will 
guide the work of the WFTU for the next 5 years. Key 
to these resolutions is the organisational building 
of WFTU, strengthening the financial capacity, 
campaigning for health and safety and solidarity 
activities among others. The congress unequivocally 
reaffirmed the ideological orientation of the WFTU as 
a class oriented federation and standing against all 
forms of oppression and imperialism. The congress 
further pledged undivided solidarity to the struggling 
people of Palestine, Cuba, Venezuela, Swaziland, 
Syria and all other peoples around the world. The 
interference of the west in the internal matters of 
many countries was condemned. Our programme 
going forward needs to also take into account these 
resolutions to ensure that we align with the federation 
and its programmes. The congress elected a new 
leadership led by President Mzwandile Makwayiba 
[current NEHAWU President] and retained the 
General Secretary Cde George Mavrikos. It also 
elected a Presidential council, the finance Committee 
all which will be officially communicated to affiliates 
from the Central office.

4.3. The WFTU Conference of Jurists

The WFTU convened its inaugural meeting of 
Jurists in Athens on July 16-18, 2018, the WFTU 
Legal Committee Founding Meeting took place in 
Athens, under the slogan “Justice in the Service 
of the International Working Class Interests” and 
with the participation of 17 lawyers from all over the 
world. The keynote speech was addressed by Janaka 
Adikari, member of the WFTU Presidential Council, 
where the main axes of the Legal Committee’s 
action were set and responsibilities were shared 
among the participants. Country representatives 
provided a short scan of their Labour Relations Acts 
and how it can be aligned with ILO and be used as 
campaign areas where workers’ rights are violated. 
The importance of putting together legal experts at 
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the service of the working class was highlighted with 
emphasis on the fact that capital and its allies are 
putting every mechanism in place to consolidate 
their grip and exploitation of workers. This is not 
just a team of lawyers, but activists who will use 
their legal expertise to advance the cause of the 
working class. WFTU took this resolution at the 
historic 17th Congress held in Durban South Africa 
and was unanimously supported. The organisations 
represented in this historic founding meeting of the 
WFTU Legal Committee are ground breakers and 
history will remember them; and must be proud 
they did participate. There must be country or 
Regional processes to involve other lawyer activists. 
Coordinators are responsible for developing and 
submitting reports as per their tasks. 

Legal expertise must be put to the defence of the 
working class and be able to challenge injustices 
against workers applying international law. To 
advance this committee, a team was put together to 
lead in various areas of the work that needs to be 
done. This is contained in the plan of action adopted 
at the end of the meeting. POPCRU will be leading 
in one of the areas, and our HOD: Legal, Sibusiso 
Mtshweni was elected to lead in the establishment 
of a WFTU legal hand book. This will require some 
resources to ensure delivery. One of the milestones 
for delivery is the Presidential Council, which will be 
expected to get update on work done in this area. 
Among other tasks POPCRU will be expected to pull 
together a small team in Africa or South Africa who 
will form a human resource for the work and tasks 
given. This is an indication of the confidence that the 
WFTU has in POPCRU.

In summary, the Legal handbook: The work and 
actions developed by the Committee have to spread 
and reach everywhere where there are militant 
lawyers and scientists, friends of the WFTU. 
This goes through the propaganda and effective 
information of workers around the world on our 
legal action, our intervention before international 
courts, scientific publications of our militants and 
the correspondences from the parts of the world 
that need our internationalist and legal solidarity. 
The creation of a handbook so that, initially, can be 
circulated in digital format, could serve this purpose. 
As a first step we could examine the possibility of 
publishing a presentation brochure that would 
introduce the WFTU Lawyers Committee around the 
world, spreading its principles and goals of action. 
The Legal Committee should hold its Ordinary 
Meeting once per year.

4.4. WFTU Education Seminar  

The Seminar was convened on 01 – 03 October 2018. 
The main purpose was to build capacity and working 
class understanding of selected topics. Presenters/ 
facilitators were drawn from various organisations 
both in and out of South Africa, with the WFTU 
Central office providing overall coordination. The 
Africa office of the WFTU established a task team 
to prepare for this event and it was a success. The 
WFTU President welcomed all guests and reflected 
on the history of the WFTU and the need to continue 
advancing militant, class-oriented struggles and 
ensure we defeat reformist and yellow unionism. The 
President further traced the proud track record of 
WFTU in defending the oppressed across the world 
and always aligning with the oppressed peoples of 
the world since the 1st World War. The revolving 
theme in the messages were around the strategic 
role played by internationalism and the need to 
always ensure that militant struggles are waged in 
defence of workers regardless of the country, and for 
all of us to confront Capitalist exploitation whenever 
it rears its ugly head. The need to strengthen 
collective bargaining was also emphasised as well as 
a greater appreciation and advancement of women in 
leadership roles.

The COSATU leadership also reported briefly on 
the overall international work it will be pursuing 
as mandated by the recent national congress, and 
proudly proclaimed their unwavering support for 
the WFTU as the congress endorsed the affiliation. 
The federation further hinted at the critical need for 
engagements and preparations on how to grapple 
with the advent of the Fourth Industrial Revolution 
to ensure that workers are not displaced but rather 
re-skilled to cope with the new methods of work.

4.4.1. Proletarian Internationalism 

The WFTU identified: 

	 The need to deepen ideological training and 
ensure class-oriented unions are able to use 
theory as our weapon and ammunition in 
responding to the bourgeoisie onslaught

	 That central to our struggles should be 
to eliminate forms of exploitation and 
discrimination, to combat xenophobia, racism 
and all other superficial social malice that 
divides the working class.
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	 That we must internalise internationalism 
and be compassionate about the suffering of 
workers across the world and not just at the 
home front.

	 Defend our history, and not fall into the betrayal 
of yellow unionists who have historically 
chosen the side of their Capitalist masters in 
their wars of conquest; Libya being a recent 
example.

	 A vast federation in the mould of WFTU should 
master the art of organising, communicating 
and coordinating its administration to ensure 
efficiency in the running of our machinery

	 As internationalists, cultural sensitivity is 
critical as we must respect and understand 
differences that are there at different areas of 
the world. It’s important that we research our 
audience to avoid unintentionally offending 
those we go to pledge solidarity with e.g. the 
dress sense can be radically different from one 
region to the next

	 The lessons of the Russian Revolution and the 
successes achieved under the Soviet Union 
highlights the need to master the ability to 
communicate and mobilise broadest sections 
of the motive forces using simple language that 
the masses can understand

	 Cuba is another torch bearer as a country that 
has demonstrated to the world that humanity 
can achieve under Socialist economic systems. 
The country has succeeded in eliminating 
illiteracy, has the highest life span, free access 
to education and health care, and the lowest 
infant mortality rate. These are despite vicious 
sanctions imposed by the US regime

	 We always research more about countries 
and not get entrapped in the distortions by 
reactionary media that will portray them 
in negative light. A case in point is great 
technological advances that DPRK has 
achieved, which are never reported in the 
media which always reports the country as 
backward and autocratic

	 We must be able to appreciate that whilst we 
will form tactical alliances with other structures 
such as national liberation movements, 
informed by material conditions and may 

change if such alliances no longer assist our 
struggle towards a socialist economic system. 
As the working class, we are not religiously 
married to any political formations but will 
always align with progressive formations whose 
struggles complement ours

	 The Fourth Industrial Revolution is a 
revolution in the instrument of production, 
following on the other revolutions such as the 
first which used water and steam power; the 
second which used electric power to create 
mass production, and the third which used 
electronics and information technology to 
automate production.

4.4.2. International Training 2019

The Presidential Council adopted that there must 
be an international training seminar in Athens in 
2019. This 20-days Trade Union Training Course 
addressed the following themes: 

(a) The social classes nowadays. 

(b) History of the International Trade Union 
Movement.

(c) Political Economy.

(d) Reformism – Sectarianism – Class Struggle. 

(e) Forms of class struggle.

(f) Unity – Class Unity – Reformist Unity. 

(g) The social phenomenon of corruption. 

(h) The role of social-democracy in Trade Unions. 

(i) Internationalism.

(j) Wages – Price – Profit.

(k) Historic personalities of WFTU. 

(l) Public and International Relations. 

(m) International Organisations. 

(n) Mass Media – Social Media. 

(o) Techniques for a successful speech.
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It is important to expose our members and leaders 
to build collective understanding of international 
dynamics and learn from other unions round the 
world. This will also be in line with our resolution to 
build a strong WFTU and build ideological grounding 
within POPCRU.

The Eric “Stalin” Mtshali Award

One of the important resolutions of the Presidential 
Council of 3-5 April 2019 was the establishment of 
the Eric “Stalin” Mtshali award: Commemorating the 
important fighter which will be allocated to a South-
African Trade Unionist. WFTU will contact COSATU 
to decide on the kind of the award. There will also be 
issued a leaflet with his biography and his action, 
for the education of the younger trade unionists. We 
welcome this recognition of one of our own stalwarts 
who served the international trade union movement 
with distinction.

4.4.3. The WFTU International Day [3rd of 
October]

This is the founding day of WFTU and every year there 
are global activities for trade unions affiliated to WFTU 
and allied organisations to embark on activities. 
Each year WFTU issues a theme for the activity. We 
have participated in all WFTU days in partnership 
with other unions. In 2019, the theme was “Racism 
and Xenophobia” which are challenges that as 
South Africa we are still faced with. The WFTU has 
always been relevant in dealing with practical issues 
facing not only the workers but the working class in 
general. Our members are encouraged to participate 
fully in these annual activities and sharpen our tools 
of analysis and consciousness. 

4.5. COSATU joins WFTU and implication 
to ITUC

After a long ideological and sometimes tactical battle, 
COSATU has finally affiliated to WFTU. POPCRU 
views this development as a long delayed exercise 
considering our long held view that COSATU is more 
ideologically closer to the WFTU than to the ITUC. 
Without sounding separatist, POPCRU also accepts 
the organisational strength of the ITUC and that 

COSATU can still benefit from its affiliation with ITUC. 
What the South African trade union movement in 
particular must not accept is intimidation and threats 
of disaffiliation in exercising our organisational right 
to freedom of association.

We will continue to ensure that this affiliation works 
to fulfil the vision of a united global trade union 
movement. This now means that our role as POPCRU 
will be directed towards building the Trade Union 
International for Public Service and Allied. The CEC 
resolution of COSATU resolved that all its affiliates 
must disaffiliate from the WFTU and join the TUIs of 
WFTU, which are the sectoral components of WFTU. 
In that way, all available personnel, resources and 
energy will be directed towards building and growing 
the WFTU from below.

We anticipate that with that approach, the TUI will 
immediately gain a membership of close to a million 
from all public sector unions of COSATU. A process 
must be taken on how to move forward with how 
affiliation will be implemented. Conscious of the 
divergent ideological postures of both the ITUC and 
WFTU, the big debate that confronts us though is Can 
WFTU and ITUC amalgamate to constitute a united 
International Federation as was before the split. This 
is the task that is facing all of us. And what must and 
will be COSATUs role taking advantage of its dual 
affiliation? It is a difficult but necessary engagement 
to undertake; because at the end of the day, the 
unity of the workers is of paramount importance.

4.6. Trade Union International for Public 
Service and Allied-TUIPSA 

The TUI Public Service and Allied is a sectoral 
federation of the WFTU which brings together public 
sector unions affiliated to WFTU. Currently, POPCRU 
is leading in the Africa regional structure of the TUI. 
Following the official affiliation of COSATU to the 
WFTU, POPCRU now must focus on the building 
and strengthening of the TUI. We report that the 
TUI was supposed to have gone to its congress in 
May 2019 but the congress was postponed. Among 
others the congress was going to elect a new 
leadership. What should be our role as POPCRU in 
the leadership structures of the TUI? How do the 
COSATU affiliates collaborate to deploy collectively 
candidates to take up leadership and contribute to 
the building and strengthening of the TUI? This is 
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a debate that COSATU affiliates in the public sector 
must manage within and POPCRU is ready to engage 
and participate. 

The building of the WFTU family is our preoccupation 
in our effort to build and transform the international 
trade union movement. It is our duty. This congress 
must indulge on this debate and give a clear line of 
march.

4.7. Reflections on the 100 years of The 
International Labour Organisation

2019 marked the 1st centenary of the International 
Labour Organisation [ILO] linked to an international 
context in which workers feel and suffer the 
dire consequences of flexibility brought through 
draconian labour reforms along with the end of rights 
previously conquered, the imposition of outsourcing, 
high precariousness, junk contracts, mass 
dismissals, reduction of salaries and pensions and 
incessant unemployment growth. Moreover, the main 
agreements and recommendations that may affect 
workers are constantly violated; that is the harsh 
and only reality. Therefore, the centenary should be 
the subject of critical and self-critical evaluations 
on the role played by the ILO in its hundred years. 
In commemorating this important milestone of the 
ILO, Valentin Pacho who is the former General 
Secretary of the General Confederation of Workers 
of Peru CGTP and former senator of the Republic 
of Peru made a very interesting class reflections on 
the character, behaviour, structures and processes 
in the ILO and poses a very ideologically intriguing 
question: is the ILO a site of social dialogue or a site 
of class struggle? 

If nowadays millions of workers were asked their 
views on the benefits allegedly brought by the ILO, 
their almost unanimous answer would be that it does 
not serve them at all and they do not even know of 
its existence except in the case of union leaders who 
participate in the ILO´s conferences. In this context, 
the centenary of the ILO is celebrated. In fact, during 
its first decades of activity, the ILO become an 
important asset for the working class, as it was mainly 
during the 1950s when important gains and labour 
rights were attained in many developed countries; 
it served as a reference for the workers of the third 
World, giving greater impulse to the union struggles; 
even then the ILO was considered as the institution 

for the guarantee and respect for labour rights cited in 
several agreements and recommendations. However, 
in the mid-70s there began to be a simultaneous 
crisis of the system: economic, political, of energy, 
of natural environment, etc. In order to revert this 
situation emerged the neoliberal ideologues led by 
Milton Friedman (Nobel Prize 1976), considered one 
of the founders of the School of Chicago, whose main 
proposals were aimed at the bringing down of the 
Welfare State, the reduction of social expenditures 
and benefits and the deep reduction of the State´s 
regulatory role, leaving everything in the hands of 
private initiative and free market policies. 

At the beginning of the 1980s, following a further 
deepening of the capitalist system´s crisis, the 
governments of Margaret Thatcher in Great Britain 
and Ronald Reagan in the United States of America, 
imposed radical labour reforms that seriously affected 
the fundamental rights of workers on a global basis. 
This is the so called New World Order that means no 
more than global domination or global government 
by elite of economic powers. Furthermore, as a 
direct result of the collapse of the socialist camp in 
the 1990s, the dictatorship of the neoliberal model 
intensified at the global level thus ending with 
labour rights and former working-class conquests. 
Since then, several rights, the right to free union, the 
right to strike, the right to collective bargaining, the 
rights intended to guarantee decent salaries as well 
as decent employment, etc., have only been written 
on paper, but to no avail whatsoever.

What is the ILO?

The ILO is one of the specialized international 
bodies associated to United Nations Organisation 
based on a three way representative panel involving 
governments, employers and workers. It is currently 
located in the city of Geneva- Switzerland, one of the 
most expensive countries in the world. Concerning 
the ILO administration, its current General Director 
is Mr. Guy Ryder, appointed in 2012. Previously he 
was a senior ILO official, holding several positions, 
among others, head of the Bureau for Workers’ 
Activities [ACTRAV], then as a principal assistant to 
the former General Director Juan Somavia, then as 
Director of the Office of the General Director and in 
recent years prior to his present post, he appeared as 
Secretary General of the International Confederation 
of Free Trade Unions [ICFTU] and shortly the 
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Secretary General of the International Trade Union 
Confederation. However, inside the ILO a sector of 
trade unionists, mainly those belonging to the ITUC, 
were very excited about the new General Director 
who, due to its former post as Secretary General 
of the ITUC, would be able to change the current 
directions of the ILO for a new one, now in favour 
and on behalf of workers´ interests.

International Labour Conference [ILC] 

The ILO summons a yearly International Labour 
Conference, CIT, involving the representatives of 
the Member States, employers and workers of each 
country, as well as representatives of international 
trade union as well as large number of social 
organisations mostly NGOs. This summit usually 
goes on during two weeks, and it holds a general 
plenary and the commissions according to the agenda 
proposed by the Board of Directors. When delegates 
of the workers participate is invited for the first time 
in this kind of summit, they attend with the illusion 
of getting their complaints and proposals accepted 
and translated into solutions. However, the final 
outlook may be quite different, as their speeches (five 
minutes long) in the plenary, and the interventions 
in the commissions will only remain in the minutes. 
Only then they will discover the harsh reality that 
everything was set up in advance and agreed in 
voluminous documents and that nothing will change 
the orientation determined by the structure of the 
ILO. The same happens with government delegations 
led by Labour Ministers who, in their five-minute 
speeches, talk fairy tales about their management. 
They will not say that through their government 
offices all strikes have been declared illegal, that they 
endorse mass dismissals, that they do not recognise 
workers´ right to collective bargaining; they will 
not say about the violation of all agreements, the 
imposition of anti-union laws such as outsourcing, 
etc.

The Conference itself is customary every year; 
the reports of the Board of Directors and the 
General Director led to an assorted of agreements, 
modifications or new agreements based upon those 
previously adopted by the same Board of Directors. 
The work of the commissions generally goes into 
a routine that usually ignore the main problems: 
inequality, unemployment, poverty, lack of social 
justice, collective bargaining, decent work, social 

protection floor, fundamental rights, situation of 
women, youth, the future of the working class, etc. 
France´s former President Nicolas Sarkozy recognises 
the ineffectiveness of the ILO; at the ILO Summit on 
the World Employment Crisis that started in 2009 
within the framework of the 98th ILC. Referring to 
the role of the ILO, Sarkozy said: “Health, education, 
culture, biodiversity and work are not merchandise”. 
In another part of his speech, referring to the 
international standards that were not observed, he 
declared: 

“I would like to propose another revolution in 
governance, worldwide so that the standards that 
are registered in international agreements are 
effectively applied”. 

And then he finished: 

“what is the use of voting rules if afterwards 
nobody fulfils them? ... What´s use would be the 
ILO to continue adopting norms if these do not have 
any obligatory character? ... A norm that is not 
obligatory is not a norm, it is a recommendation, a 
council, a sheet to be gone with the wind that does 
not count, it does not work....” 

[From minutes of the summit; 98th CIT) 

We must acclaim the sincerity of former President 
Sarkozy to recognise the ineffectiveness of the ILO, as 
it saves us of further comments. It has become clear 
that neither governments nor employers are willing 
to be faithful to conventions and recommendations. 
On the contrary, they violate them. 

The Committee on Freedom of Association [CLS] 

The CLS was created in 1951 by the ILO. Its main 
objective was to examine complaints about violations 
of freedom of association, mainly the application of 
conventions 87th and 98th on freedom of association, 
collective bargaining and other agreements and 
recommendations. CLS is appointed by the Board 
of Directors. At present the CLS meets three times 
a year, it works with an “independent President” 
three representatives of the Member States, three 
of the entrepreneurs and three by workers, but 
only by those belonging only to the CSI. WFTU 
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has no representation whatsoever, as its presence 
is excluded from this Committee. The Committee 
of Freedom of Association -CLS- at first generated 
hope among workers as a guarantee of protection 
for workers: Trade unions from all continents send 
their complaints and still do so today, but the 
results are really disappointing and frustrating, 
the CLC has been losing effectiveness, due to the 
long bureaucratic path that can last a year or two 
and even more time due to the manoeuvres of 
the denounced governments and because of the 
inner structure of the ILO allows it, in many cases 
complaining trade unions leave it out of tiredness: 
As for the governments, they systematically ignore 
those complaints.

In Conclusion

The current structure of the ILO is comfortable 
and measured by businessmen and neoliberal 
governments, as its three arm structure only favours 
them. Plain workers are not benefiting, except some 
leaders of the union bureaucracy. Restructuring 
with clear rules is necessary so that agreements and 
recommendations are complied with. In the event 
of non-compliance, violating governments would 
not have the right to vote in decisions in ILO bodies 
and will be held responsible of paying economic 
compensation to affected workers.

4.8. International Council of Police 
Representative Associations-ICPRA

POPCRU remains an important part of the 
International Council of Police Representative 
Associations [ICPRA] as one of the largest unions 
in the sector. ICPRA is an umbrella body for police 
and law enforcement unions, federations and 
associations. At its council meeting in Cape Town 
in 2014, ICPRA hosted delegates and observers 
representing over 40 police unions, from as many 
nations and speaking many languages. Collectively 
these attendees represented approximately 2 
million police officers across the world. ICPRA was 
established to bring national police unions together 
to discuss police union issues, to share information 
and to foster strong relationships between national 
associations. Since the first meeting in 1996 
national, and now international organisations, have 

participated. Information sharing and networking 
continues between meetings. In 1996 the Canadian 
Police Association extended invitations to police 
association executives from around the globe to 
meet in a formal setting as part of the CPA’s Annual 
General Meeting in Windsor, Ontario.

Since that first meeting, ICPRA Council meetings 
have been held biennially and are hosted by a 
participating country. Canada played host again in 
1998 ensuring that a strong foundation was in place. 
The Police Federation of England and Wales hosted the 
meeting in 2000 and in 2002 the Police Federation of 
Australia in conjunction with the Queensland Police 
Union welcomed international police labour leaders 
to Surfers Paradise, Queensland. In November of 
2004, the Scottish Police Federation hosted the 
2004 ICPRA meeting in Edinburgh. As had been the 
case at each of the previous meetings a full agenda 
covered issues such as health and safety, wages and 
benefits and a close look at the trends and practices 
including private security that affect policing around 
the world. At the 2004 meeting delegates approved 
the In Principle Agreement document. For the first 
time delegates established a common cause around 
several fundamental labour relations issues. The 
2004 meeting served as the stepping off point for 
discussions on the future of the organisation. 
Delegates also agreed to establish a General 
Secretariat for the organisation and the Canadian 
Police Association volunteered to assume that role 
until the 2006 meeting. In 2008, the secretariat was 
taken by the Police Union in Denmark. The current 
General Secretary is Calum Steele of the Scottish 
Police Federation, who was first elected to the role 
in 2010.

The 2006 meeting was hosted by the Combined Law 
Enforcement Associations of Texas in San Antonio, 
Texas. The meeting was chaired by the National 
Association of Police Organisations. Delegates 
submitted advance reports on several of the agenda 
items and there was lively discussion and debate 
on all items at the meeting. The key outcome of 
the meeting was the agreement on future objects 
of the organisation. This included a name change 
to the ICPRA to better identify the organisation 
as a collaboration of employee representative 
associations. Delegates appointed an executive 
committee to conduct business and follow up activity 
between meetings.
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Since then meetings have been hosted as follows:

	 2008 Wellington by the New Zealand Police 
Association;

	 2010 Copenhagen by the Police Union in 
Denmark;

	 2012 Baltimore by the Fraternal Order of 
Police and Federal Law Enforcement Officers 
Association;

	 2014 Cape Town by the South African Police 
Union;

	 2016 Torremolinos by the European 
Confederation of Police.

In 2012 ICPRA launched the International Police 
Lawyers Network. This initiative brought lawyers who 
work with police unions and associations from all 
over the world together for the first time in a formal 
setting. This invaluable network of knowledge and 
experience ensures those who work with the unique 
challenges faced by police and law enforcement 
officers, are able to share legal argument, case law 
and expertise for the ultimate benefit of all members. 
The Network now meets biennially and in conjunction 
with ICPR Council. The recent ICPRA Conference in 
2019 was hosted by the Police Federation of Australia. 
Going into the congress, Africa was represented by 
SAPU in the executive. POPCRU participated in the 
conference and will continue to play an active role to 
leverage on the experiences of other organised police 
associations across the world. POPCRU believes 
that ICPRA is an important organisation. It must be 
transformed though to represent workers formations 
and not the police as organs of the state.

4.8.1. Principle Agreement Document

At the 2004 meeting, delegates approved the In 
Principle Agreement document. This document, 
covering six critical areas of policing, laid the 
foundations for the work and direction of ICPRA over 
the next decade and its contents remain as relevant 
today as they did then. The International Council 
of Police Representative Associations views attacks 
on a police officer acting in the lawful execution 
of their duty as an attack on society itself. We call 
on governments to take seriously the question of 
prevention, prosecution, penalty and post incident 
support for officers’ subject of such attacks.

Equipment Standards: The International Council 
of Police Representative Associations calls upon all 
police governing bodies to provide equipment that 
meets or exceeds minimum safety standards that 
provide officers with a safe work environment.

Independence and Integrity of Investigations of 
Police: The ICPRA argues that the public deserve a 
police force that is free from improper prosecutions 
or sanctions borne out of undue political influence 
and special interest group pressure.

Government Obligation to provide for Public 
Safety: The ICPRA argues that public safety, the 
core obligation of government, is being compromised 
when governments choose to utilise the services 
of inadequately trained and qualified persons as 
an inappropriate substitute for properly trained 
law enforcement professionals in public policing 
responsibilities.

Police Mobility and Professionalism: The ICPRA 
seeks an internationally accepted accreditation 
system for law enforcement professionals that allows 
for the increased mobility of police through initiatives 
such as mutual recognition of the equivalency of 
qualifications from other jurisdictions, comparable 
to doctors, nurses and other like professionals.

Freedom of Association: The ICPRA, through 
structures such as the International Labour 
Organisation, calls upon all Governments to 
recognise the right of police officers to freedom of 
association and the right to bargain collectively.

International Labour Organisation: ICPRA is only 
as strong and effective as the sum of its parts and we 
are delighted that our organisation continues to go 
from strength to strength. Increasingly ICPRA is being 
turned to by fledgling police unions in developing 
nations for assistance and we are increasingly viewed 
as a ‘go to’ organisation on policing developments 
across the world.

Collective Bargaining: Millions of police officers 
are denied this most basic of human rights yet with 
every passing day more and more stand up in the 
face of adversity to have their voices heard. Fledgling 
organisations turn to ICPRA for help and assistance. 
It is in all our interests for police officers to have 
the opportunity to enjoy the rights and freedoms we 
have fought so hard for and ICPRA is well positioned 
to help the less fortunate to secure these rights.
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4.8.2. ICPRA taking police matters to ILO

ICPRA has been fostering relationships with the 
United Nations since 2010 and has an established 
link with the ILO in Geneva. This relationship 
provides tremendous opportunities to enhance 
working conditions for police officers in every nation 
on earth. In 2015 the then ICPRA Chairman, Greg 
O’Connor and General Secretary, Calum Steele 
undertook a fact-finding and information sharing visit 
to the International Labour Organisation in Geneva. 
The Chairman and General Secretary met with 
senior officials and personnel within the Freedom of 
Association Branch, the Public and Private Services 
Team, the Public Service and Utilities Sector and the 
Social Dialogue and Tripartism Unit. The meetings 
covered a whole range of issues in respect of police 
unions, freedom of association and collective 
bargaining and have reinforced that ICPRA is filling 
a “gap in the market.” The meetings also laid bare 
the unique position of police unions on the question 
of collective bargaining. This position was noted time 
and again and is a regular provision of many of the 
ILO conventions. 

4.8.3. Adherence to ILO Conventions

The ILO is built on a tripartite cooperative basis 
where governments, employers and workers all work 
together to promote rights at work, encourage decent 
employment opportunities, enhance social protection 
and strengthen dialogue on work-related issues. The 
ILO publishes a guide for improved governance - 
National Tripartite Social Dialogue which is a useful 
document for understanding the expectations for 
collective bargaining and workplace organisation. 
In September 2017, following an invitation from 
PSI, ICPRA President Tom Stamatakis participated 
in the ILO Symposium on Whistleblowing. This 
was the first time police officers had ever been 
represented as workers at the ILO and provided an 
invaluable insight into the workings of one of the 
largest collaborative bodies on earth. At the time 
police and law enforcement organisations across the 
world face increasingly hostile governments, working 
conditions and challenges unforeseen a decade ago, 
it is more important than ever that police unions 
continue to cooperate and share international best 
practice. Our police leaders and our politicians are 
travelling the globe, taking ideas from each other over 
how to cheapen and de-value policing. It has never 

been more important that we are fully equipped to 
counteract their manoeuvres.

The promotion of the private security industry in 
the delivery of policing functions has taken place 
without any public consultation and without 
delivering any improvement in the service delivered 
to the communities. This promotion has taken place 
without any public call for such action and little if any 
consideration to how such outsourcing impacts on 
public confidence given the very real expectations of 
accountability placed on police and law enforcement 
officers across the world.

4.9. SATUCC 10th Congress 

The Southern African Trade Union Coordination 
Council [SATUCC] convened its 10th Congress on 
the 25-27 October 2017 in Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania, 
and it was attended by delegates from approximately 
14 countries which are members of SADC. This 
congress is the biggest parliament of workers in the 
SADC region and the main voice of working people 
representing millions of workers in the whole region. 
In the main, the Congress was graced by all regional 
trade unions affiliated to SATUCC, international 
trade union bodies from different parts of the world, 
guests from various multilateral organisations, 
representatives of the Tanzanian government and 
observers from other organisations. During this 
occasion, SATUCC took a giant step of electing its 
very first Woman President, Zingiswa Losi from 
COSATU, as a decisive measure of its seriousness in 
advancing the gender struggle as part of the broader 
struggle for social justice, equality and freedom from 
poverty and exploitation. COSATU welcomed and 
congratulated the new leadership collective elected 
during this Congress, which is made up of 50% women 
representation, real qualitative progress for workers 
in the region. In her acceptance speech, President 
Losi cited that responsibility is both an honour and 
privilege that must be taken seriously and with great 
humility. “May I, first of all, immediately indicate 
that COSATU, FEDUSA and NACTU feel collectively 
honoured to accept this massive responsibility to 
work with the whole region and the new leadership 
collective to build and strengthen SATUCC. The 
future belongs to workers and those who fight for it”, 
expressed the newly elected President of SATUCC. 
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POPCRU is indeed proud and honoured that 
COSATU and the SADC region produced a young, 
dynamic woman, who is now at the helm of such 
a powerful regional body that must represent and 
articulate workers aspirations at the highest SADC 
and international levels. The bold and ambitious 
Resolutions from this Congress represent a real 
qualitative shift, substantive growth and coming into 
being of a new giant on the SADC stage, to amplify 
workers voices and inspire workers confidence into 
the future. The summarised mandate form this 
congress is clear, a new and dynamic SADC is and 
must be built, whose foundation is premised on the 
following: 

	 A strong, highly organised and fighting workers 
movement, working together with other 
workers on the continent towards that end, to 
wipe out misery and build a new Africa; 

	 Progressive structural changes in SADC as a 
whole and in our individual countries to end 
poverty, undemocratic governance and abuse 
of workers’ rights through unity in action; 

	 SADC-wide Industrial development and 
manufacturing capacity to create jobs and end 
retrenchments and hunger; 

	 Fight to end the scourge of parasitism, 
corruption and the looting of our natural 
resources and wealth which compromise our 
people’s standards and quality of life. 

The forward march of SATUCC is a giant step forward 
for all workers of the world and the struggle for 
decent work. Following the several resolutions and 
contributions COSATU made to the Congress and 
to other related processes of SATUCC, We hereby 
wish to follow up with a concrete and simplified 
Plan to address the real state of our region, SADC 
and working people organised under SATUCC, as a 
concrete follow up and targeted action for the said 
duration.

5. United States Imperialism

What does Imperialism entail? The word 
imperialism which comes from the term empire 
refers to the practice of domination of one country 
by another in order to expand territory, power 
and influence. It usually carries with it the idea of 

cultural superiority on the part of the imperialist, 
judging the way of life, traditions and beliefs of those 
colonised as inferior and worthy of replacement. 
It can further be explicated as being distinct from 
colonialism referring to political/ cultural/ economic 
rule over indigenous people transforming their ideas, 
institutions and material culture [i.e., goods].17

Many countries in the world experienced imperialism 
when they were taken over and ruled by a more 
powerful country. The main motive for imperialism 
was to obtain and control a supply of raw materials 
for industries. This meant that a weaker country with 
abundant natural resources would be colonised. 
Imperialists were often brutal in the way they treated 
the indigenous population. Sometimes they chose a 
less aggressive approach, obtaining the co-operation 
of the local people and working with their traditional 
rulers and social and political structures and 
practices. Speaking about imperialism, the South 
African Communist Party said the main tendency 
of world development does not take place without 
difficulties. Although imperialism has lost power 
over fully one third of humanity now in socialist 
countries, although it has lost its colonial empires and 
undergone serious crises, it remains a powerful and 
dangerous enemy of social progress. In its attempt to 
reverse the main trend of world development and to 
recapture the historical initiative, imperialism relies 
on its still vast economic, political, cultural and 
military resources.18 This argument was supported by 
former President Nelson Mandela in the 1950s when 
he contended that through the Marshall Plan the 
USA succeeded in gaining control of the economies 
of European countries and in reducing them to a 
position analogous to that of dependencies.19 By 
establishing aggressive military blocs in Europe, the 
Middle East and in Asia, the U.S.A. has been able 
to post her armies in important strategic points and 
in preparing for armed intervention in the domestic 
affairs of sovereign nations. The North Atlantic Treaty 
Organisation [NATO] in Europe, the Baghdad Pact in 
the- Middle East, and the South Bast Asian Treaty 
Organisation are military blocs which constitute a 
direct threat not only to world peace but, also to the 
independence of the member states.20

17  www.bu.edu
18  South African Communist Party. [1989]., “The Path to 
Power”. Programme of the South African Communist Party as Ad-
opted at the Seventh Congress, 1989.

19 
20  Mandela N. [1956]., “American Imperialism – A New 
Menace in Africa”. An article by Nelson Mandela. Printed by Royal 
Printers and published by the proprietors, Liberation. 12 Wolhut-
er Street. Westgate. Johannesburg, 1956-02-00. p24.



28

Leo Victor Panitch, Research Professor of Political 
Science and Canada Research Chair in Comparative 
Political Economy at York University was invited to 
talk about American Imperialism on SAFM in 2019. 
He co-authored, “The Making of Global Capitalism”, 
together with Sam Gindin, a Research Director 
of the Canadian Auto Workers. He stated that the 
American state has for the last over half a century, 
taken responsibility for managing a global capitalism 
that it was central to making. When the American 
government makes economic policy, it does not only 
make it with an eye to keeping the American capitalist 
economy going. It makes it with an eye to keeping the 
global capitalist economy going and essential to that, 
is ensuring that the states around the world above 
all, is taking responsibility as well for managing not 
just their economy but making their contribution 
for managing the global capitalist economy.21 The 
reality is that the whole world is sensitive to what 
the central bank in the United States’ does. It is 
effectively the world’s central bank and when it does 
something, the attention all focuses on whether your 
country’s central bank or your finance ministry will 
do things that fit with that and if they do not quite fit 
with that, they are called upon to do the right thing. 
For example, the main thing that is putting pressure 
on South Africa is the flow of capital moving to the 
United States when the American Federal Reserve 
raises its interest rates. If it does not, the Minister of 
Finance will be called upon to conform.

Within the labour fraternity, things have happened 
since time in memorial. The capitalist classes of 
advanced capitalist countries have periodically 
used labour organisations, which have not opposed 
capitalist relations of production, to guarantee the 
profitability of their investments. In the post Second 
World War period, the most powerful agent in the 
implementation of such policies was the United States 
because of its huge production power and hegemonic 
position. This position was reported in an article in 
2005 published by Ray O’ Light Newsletter that since 
1955 the American Federation of Labour-Congress 
of Industrial Organisation [AFL–CIO] has been the 
only union federation representing the organised 
section of the working class in the United States, 
the most powerful imperialist country of the world. 
It was established in 1881 becoming the American 
Federation of Labour in 1886. This federation was 

21  Moodley Dhashen, SAFM Radio Talk-show. [2019]., 
“America’s Imperialism”.

built among the skilled tradesmen on a narrow craft 
and white supremacist basis from the beginning. It 
never attempted to organise the large and growing 
mass of unskilled workers, flocking into the big 
industrial corporations.22 The CIO, created in 1935, 
was built in direct opposition to and upon a break 
with the AFL bureaucracy and its refusal to organise 
the unorganised in the mass industries of unskilled 
workers such as Steel, Auto, Electrical, Rubber, 
Tobacco and Mining. Millions of women and Afro-
American workers were welcomed into its ranks. The 
CIO brought about the most advanced and successful 
period of the US Labour Movement -- breaking the 
open shop and organising most basic industries 
on a national scale, previously unorganised. The 
‘apple of the CIO eye’ was ‘left-centre unity’ and 
democratic militant working class action exemplified 
by such fighting ‘left’ unions as the United Electrical 
Radio and Machine Workers [UE], Fur and Leather 
Workers, West Coast Longshore, Food, Tobacco and 
Agricultural, and Mine, Mill and Smelter.

The AFL-CIO merger of 1955, lauded by the Labour 
bureaucrats of its time for its unity, represented 
the death of the CIO after already being mortally 
wounded by the cold war leadership of the likes of 
Walter Reuther of the Auto Workers. The merger took 
place in the midst of the anti-communist hysteria of 
the McCarthy period in the United States and the 
rise of US imperialism as the unrivalled imperialist 
power in the world. By the time the merger took 
place the most militant and democratic unions had 
been purged and/or their left leaders had largely 
been driven out of the unions, persecuted and jailed. 
Some of the most progressive unions such as the 
UE were openly raided with cold war government-
corporation creations like the IUE. The AFL-CIO is 
a cold war creation. In Imperialism and the Split in 
Socialism, Lenin brilliantly revealed the connection 
between the rise of the imperialist stage of capitalism 
and the victory which opportunism achieved within 
the Labour movement in Europe and concluded that: 

“…the opportunists [social chauvinists] are working 
hand in hand with the imperialist bourgeoisie 
precisely towards creating an imperialist Europe 
on the backs of Asia and Africa, and objectively the 
opportunists are a section of the petty bourgeoisie 
and of certain strata of the working class who have 
been bribed out of the imperialist super-profits 

22  Ray O. Light [2005]., “The AFL-CIO Split and the Fight for Workers 
Power”. November 2005.
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and converted into watchdogs of capitalism and 
corrupters of the Labour movement”. 

[Selected Works Vol. XI, p 752, Lenin’s emphasis]

Since the United States was the unrivalled imperialist 
power after World War II, this observation of Lenin 
applied all the more to the situation among the 
US workers in the 1950’s. From its inception, the 
robber baron Rockefeller family had more influence 
over the AFL-CIO than the workers did. George 
Meany, AFL President and then to become AFL-CIO 
President, had been hand-picked by the Rockefeller 
family to be the Labour spokesperson during the 
construction of the famed Rockefeller Centre in NYC 
in the 1930s. Meany’s protégé, Lane Kirkland, who 
succeeded Meany as AFL-CIO President, served 
on the Rockefeller led Tri-Lateral Commission. At 
his death in 1999 Kirkland was lauded by the US 
bourgeois media as a great Labour statesman for 
his role in helping to defeat communism. The AFL-
CIO has functioned as a tool of US imperialism and 
its foreign policy. The AFL-CIO Labour aristocracy 
supported the criminal US war against the national 
liberation movements of Vietnam and all Indo-China, 
particularly in the construction trades, incited union 
members to physically attack and intimidate anti-
war protesters. In a number of workplaces AFL-CIO 
leadership promoted “Don’t bite the war that feeds 
you”, encouraging workers to sacrifice their sons 
and daughters to kill and be killed for imperialist 
super-profits in Indo-China.

In 1962 the AFL-CIO created AIFLD [American 
Institute for Free Labour Development] which loyally 
served the US imperialist agenda for Latin America. 
It trained capitalist unions and destroyed communist 
unions, meddled in the affairs of Brazil, Chile, 
Argentina, Honduras, Grenada and El Salvador and 
various peoples’ movements. AIFLD was directly 
tied to the US State Department and the CIA. AIFLD 
received 98% of its money from the US government 
but with government designation as a ‘private 
voluntary Organisation’ it avoided any congressional 
oversight and public scrutiny. The AFL-CIO has 
blood on its hands with its support of right wing 
death squads and its assistance to US imperialism in 
the overthrow of democratically elected governments 
in Latin America such as the Allende government of 
Chile. There Allende was replaced by the infamous 
Pinochet military dictatorship that made Chile safe for 
US investment and profits. In Asia, the AFL-CIO has 

propped up the most reactionary union federations. 
For example, in the Philippines, it has promoted 
the Trade Union Confederation of the Philippines 
against the genuine anti-imperialist Kilasung Mayo 
Uno [KMU – ‘The May First Movement’]. In Eastern 
Europe the AFL-CIO played an instrumental role 
through their “Solidarity Centre” in promoting anti-
communist, pro-capitalist unions like Solidarity 
in Poland. It helped to accelerate the restoration 
of capitalism in former socialist and semi-socialist 
countries and to open up huge markets previously 
out of reach of the greedy claws of US and other 
multi-national corporations. 

With the AFL-CIO leading the working class in the 
United States on a course of great nation chauvinism 
and unity with their own imperialists against their 
best friends around the world, it is little wonder 
that the union leadership has been completely 
unable and unwilling to defend even the short 
term economic interests of the US working class 
against capital. The disarmed US working class 
has taken a beating on the ‘home front’. A spiral of 
concessionary bargaining was witnessed in the USA 
for three decades, where unions have surrendered 
the field to ‘corporate greed’. Whole unionised 
industries, such as the meatpacking industry 
centred in the Middle West, have disappeared into 
non-unionised bastions of the employers. Two tier 
wage systems where new and younger workers 
were sold-out to the selfish interests of the existing 
workforce have been commonplace, the end result 
being that all workers have been pushed down to the 
lower tier. Quality of Work Life programs and other 
overt class collaborationist schemes have become 
commonplace, further disarming the working class 
and undermining union solidarity and Organisation. 
Defined pension plans have become relics, replaced 
by 401Ks where workers invest their own money 
in the Stock Market subject to the vagaries of Wall 
Street. In key Labour struggles where workers have 
fought back, like at the Hormel meat packing plant 
in Austin, Minnesota in the 1980’s or at Staley in 
Illinois in the 1990’s, the workers were sold-out by 
union bureaucrats. Heroic struggles that could have 
been won were smashed.

A Researcher, Tolga Toren, wrote an article tracing 
the neo-liberal policies which always followed 
the US investments and aimed to create labour 
organisations which would not oppose capitalist 
relations of production and the US investments. 
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These policies were introduced under the auspices 
of with the International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions [ICFTU] in 1949 and continued with 
the establishment of AIFLD in 1962 and the African 
American Labour Centre [AALC] in 1964 following the 
expansion of US investments in the Latin American 
countries and African continent. Significantly, in 
parallel to the increase in US investments began 
in South Africa in the sixties, US overseas labour 
policies also intensified in the country through AFL-
CIO, the US State Department and the US Labour 
Department. During the period, the AFL-CIO and 
official departments of US established important 
collaborative relations with the Trade Union Council 
of South Africa [TUCSA].23

In the political arena the AFL-CIO has been a front for 
the two parties of big business, primarily as a wing 
of the Democratic Party, helping to keep the working 
class tied to the two party system of corporate/
capitalist rule. Immense money and human 
resources go into electing Democrats as friends of 
Labour. During the  presidential election alone, the 
SEIU dedicated some $60 million and thousands 
of street activists in an attempt to elect Democratic 
candidate John Kerry and the Labour movement in 
general spent over $200 million. Kerry’s positions 
were clearly not pro-Labour and his position on 
Bush’s criminal wars for empire was “I can do it 
better”. Alas, AFL-CIO president Sweeney bemoans 
the fact that he has never been invited to the Bush 
White House in five years while having been invited 
to the While House over 100 times in the eight years 
of the Clinton presidency as proof enough of the 
friendship of the Democratic Party. Yet it was with 
the Clinton Presidency that the working class got 
NAFTA, Welfare Reform, defeat of Labour’s efforts 
to outlaw striker replacement and the continuous 
bombing of the people of Iraq.

5.1. US Imperialist agenda Against Cuba 

The background of the imperialist agenda in 
Cuba is that the arrogant, reckless policy of those 
militarists and imperialists in the United States of 
America, were for six decades prepared to gamble 
on world war – the purpose been to blockade and 
invade Cuba. They later mounted the saddle again 
to launch other insane adventures of the same sort 

23  Tolga Tören. “Trade Union Imperialism in South Africa: US Labour 
Relations with the Trade Union Council of South Africa – 1960 – 1973.

in Europe, in Asia in Africa or any part of the world. 
The real complaint of the American millionaires 
against Cuba was not that in the face of innumerable 
acts of aggression, including an ill-fated invasion 
attempt, launched against Cuba from United States 
territory, Cuba sought and obtained military aid 
from the socialist camp, including weapons which 
the Americans regarded as offensive, as claimed. The 
real complaint of the Yankee imperialists was that 
Cuba has dared to send the wealthy US parasites 
and their Cuban hangers-on packing and raised the 
banner of true independence, freedom and socialism 
within 90 miles of the holy stronghold of world 
capitalism. The blockade against Cuba was created 
to bring about hunger, desperation and overthrow of 
government. The blockade began in 1961 following 
the 1959 Cuban revolution during which Comrade 
Fidel Castro overthrew Fascist dictator Fulgencio 
Batista. After taking power, Castro nationalised US-
owned businesses in Cuba.

In December 2014 President Raúl Castro Ruz and 
former US President Barack Obama made surprising 
and hopeful announcements on relaxation of US 
trade and travel blockade against Cuba to normalise 
relations between the US and Cuba. Since that 
time, the US government has imposed a trade and 
travel embargo on the island. Obama described 
the blockade as failed and obsolete, ineffective in 
achieving its objectives, causing harm to the Cuban 
people and the isolation of the US government. 
Later he described it as useless in advancing US 
interests, failed, senseless, not viable, and a burden 
for citizens. He repeatedly stated his intention to 
use his executive powers, and work with Congress, 
to lift the blockade. In January 2015 a bill calling 
for the relaxation of the embargo was introduced 
into the US House of Representatives opening 
travel, communications and trade between the two 
countries. During this period, substantive progress 
was made in terms of diplomatic relations, dialogue, 
and cooperation in areas of mutual interest and 
benefit. The US Treasury has removed sanctions 
on close to 60 shipping companies, trading firms, 
and individuals, which were blacklisted for having 
connections to the Cuban government. Most of the 
companies were based on Panama, but two were in 
Florida, and a few ships were registered elsewhere. 
This led to the reopening of embassies in both 
countries.

Upon ascending to power in 2016, Donald Trump 
proclaimed the blockade the fundamental axis of 
his anti-Cuban policy, and announced a series of 
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measures meant to reinforce it. He immediately 
reversed Obama’s US-Cuba policy. He boldly and 
unashamedly stated in public that he was cancelling 
the previous administration’s completely one-sided 
deal with Cuba. Trump’s revamped policy prevented 
US companies from doing business with Cuba’s 
Armed Forces Business Enterprises Group [GAESA], 
which, because it is involved with nearly every sector 
of the economy, severely limited trade. That was the 
start of the beginning of renewed and heightened 
hostilities. This move prompted what the Cuba’s 
Foreign Minister Bruno Rodríguez Parrilla presented 
in United Nations in 2017. He said in an antiquated, 
hostile anti-Cuban speech, reminiscent of the Cold 
War, and before an auditorium composed, among 
others, of rancid Batista henchmen, annexationists 
and terrorists, the US government returned to worn-
out allegations of supposed human rights violations 
in Cuba to justify the tightening of the blockade. He 
further stated that the announced policy proposes 
turning back relations to a past of confrontation, 
to satisfy the spurious interests of extremist circles 
within the US right and a frustrated, aging, minority 
of Cuban origin in Florida.24

On January 16, 2019, The United States State 
Department announced the decision to suspend 
for only 45 days the application of Title III of the 
Helms-Burton Act.  In practice this means that the 
USA is moving towards taking new steps that would 
dangerously reinforce the blockade against Cuba, 
flagrantly violating International Law, and directly 
attacking the sovereignty and interests of third 
countries. The Helms-Burton Act came into force 
in 1996. It was devised to codify and tighten the 
economic, commercial and financial blockade policy, 
officially imposed in 1962, with the aim of subverting 
and overthrowing the Cuban government, and 
imposing a regime to the liking of the United States 
government. This Act consists of four titles and has 
been applied since its promulgation.  Among the 
key objectives of the Helms-Burton Act is to hamper 
Cuba’s economic, commercial and financial relations 
with third world countries, and undermine its ability 
to attract direct foreign capital investment for its 
development. Titles III and IV of the law are expressly 
devoted to this purpose.

24  Parrilla B.R. [2017]., “The Necessity of Ending the 
Economic, Commercial, and Financial Blockade Against Cuba”. 
Speech to the United Nations by Foreign Minister, Bruno Rodri-
guez Parrila, November 8, 2017 

Title III establishes the authorisation for United 
States nationals to file suits before US courts against 
any alien who ‘traffics’ U.S. property that was 
nationalized in Cuba in the 1960s, in a legitimate 
process, as recognised by the Supreme Court of the 
United States, carried out by the Cuban government 
in full compliance with national law and International 
Law. Among the most significant aberrations, this 
title extends this authorisation to owners who were 
not citizens of the United States at the time of the 
nationalisations, and whose alleged possessions no 
one has certified. Under the provisions of the Helms-
Burton Act itself, all US Presidents since 1996, 
including Trump in 2017 and 2018, have made 
consecutive use of executive power to suspend the 
application of Title III every six months, recognizing 
that it consists of the grossest and most unacceptable 
aspect of this law, contrary to International Law and 
the sovereignty of other States. It was claimed its 
application would pose insurmountable obstacles 
for any prospect of settling claims and compensation 
for legitimate US owners. For its part, the People’s 
Provincial Court of Havana, on 02 November 1999, 
upheld the lawsuit filed against the United States 
Government for Human Damages, and sentenced it 
to pay reparations and compensate the Cuban people 
to the amount of $181.100 billion dollars and, on 
May 5, 2000, also for Economic Damages caused to 
Cuba, and sentenced it to pay $121 billion dollars. 
This decision that the United States government 
threatens to adopt would imply that, contrary to 
what is established in International Law and the 
practice of international relations, foreign individuals 
and entities with legitimate businesses in Cuba may 
face the threat of unfounded and illegitimate claims 
before courts of the United States. The politically 
motivated and venal behaviour of certain courts in 
Florida, frequently used as a weapon against Cuba, 
is well known.

It means and open attempt by US imperialism to 
subjugate the destiny of the Cuban nation to its 
dominion and tutelage as if CUBA was a USA colony. 
History records that all nationalisations of foreign 
property, including that of the US, were provided by 
law with a commitment to compensation, which the 
US government refused even to discuss, while it was 
adopted by the governments of claimants of other 
countries, all of which enjoyed due compensation. As 
part of the practical solidarity work to be undertaken 
will include ensuring that the federation meet with 
the CTC of Cuba to get a briefing about the actual 
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developments and their implication and the form of 
solidarity that Cubans think will be more effective 
and equal to the offensive by the USA imperialist 
aggression.

5.1.1. Solidarity with Cuba

We continue to join the rest of the progressive world 
in pledging support to the Cuban people. Ours is 
a principled position that each country has a right 
to choose its developmental path and its political 
system. We reiterate our position that the USA 
occupation of Guantanamo Bay, a Cuban territory is 
illegal and violates international law. The sanctions 
and the embargo are wrong and we must continue in 
campaigns for the Cuban people.

5.1.2. Declaration of the Association of 
Caribbean States

The Havana Declaration of the 7th Summit of the 
Association of Caribbean States [ACS-AEC] June 
2018 was a product of a very significant meeting in 
the context of heightened aggression of the west in 
the region. The background to the conference was 
the renewed hostilities against Venezuela, electoral 
crisis in Haiti, the escalation of the embargo in 
Cuba and progress in the cessation of hostilities 
between the Colombian government forces and the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia – People’s 
Army [REVOLUTIONARY ARMED FORCES OF 
COLOMBIA – PEOPLE’s ARMY (FARC-EP) –EP]. 
Among many areas of agreement the ACS reaffirmed 
the following key points:

	 Reaffirms the validity of the principles 
and objectives set out in the Convention 
Establishing the Association of Caribbean 
States, and its importance as an organisation 
for consultation, coordination and cooperation 
so as to advance Latin American and Caribbean 
integration, which will result in benefits for all 
our peoples;

	 Reiterates the responsibility of our States in 
building fair, equitable, people cantered and 
inclusive societies, as well as the commitment 
with the promotion and protection of all 
human rights for all and with the aim of 
eradicating hunger and poverty in all its forms 

and dimensions, ensure food and nutritional 
security and universal access to quality 
education, among others, and meet the Goals 
and Targets included in the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development;

	 Reiterates, in addition, our unrestricted 
respect for the Purposes and Principles of the 
United Nations Charter and for the principles 
of International Law, which are essential 
for ensuring an environment of peace and 
cooperation, including the inalienable right 
of every State to determine its own political, 
economic, social, and cultural system;

	 Reaffirms our deep aversion to racism and 
all forms of discrimination, xenophobia and 
intolerance of any other guise, in our Caribbean 
and globally and Recognises that slavery and 
the slave trade were atrocious crimes against 
humanity, reaffirms the Durban Declaration, 
in particular, the importance of establishing 
compensatory and reparatory effective 
resources and measures, among others, at 
the national, regional and international levels 
in order to cope with the persistent effects of 
the slavery and the transatlantic slave trade, 
and welcomes CARICOM’s initiative for the 
creation of the Reparations Commission of the 
Caribbean Community, and praises the efforts 
of said commission to correct such injustices;

	 Ratifies the validity of the Proclamation of 
Latin America and the Caribbean as a Zone 
of Peace, signed by the Heads of State and 
Government of the region at the Second 
Summit of the Community of Latin American 
and the Caribbean States [CELAC], held in 
Havana in January 2014;

	 Reiterates our strong rejection of all unilateral 
lists and certifications that affect countries of 
our Association. Expresses our deep concern 
over the inclusion of ACS Member States on 
the list of non-cooperative jurisdictions of the 
European Union and call for a constructive 
dialogue between the affected countries and the 
European Union with the aim of re-examining 
the list based on objective criteria and on the 
commitments of countries in conformity with 
the standards adopted by the Transparency 
Global Forum and the exchange of information 
with taxing purposes [Global Fund];
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	 Highlights the importance of the 21st 
Conference of the Parties to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change that adopted the Paris Agreement 
and its accompanying decision, signed by 175 
countries. This result, guided by the principles 
of the Convention and pursuant to Article 17 
of the accompanying decision, strengthens the 
international framework in the struggle against 
climate change, and guides finance flows to low 
greenhouse gas emissions and climate-resilient 
development. Likewise, urges to strengthen 
the principle of common but differentiated 
responsibilities and respective capabilities, 
in light of diverse national circumstances in 
the context of sustainable development and 
efforts to eradicate poverty. Further urges 
developed countries to continue taking the 
leadership pursuant to the Convention and 
the Agreement, including the fulfilment of their 
commitments on new and additional financial 
resources as ODA, technology transfer, and 
capacity building in developing countries. 

	 Welcomes with satisfaction the restoration of 
diplomatic relations between Cuba and the 
United States of America and the reopening 
of their respective embassies. Reiterates 
its deepest rejection to the application of 
unilateral coercive measures and reaffirms its 
call to the Government of the United States 
to put an end to the economic, commercial 
and financial blockade imposed on that sister 
nation, repeal the Helms-Burton Law and 
cease its extraterritorial application. Urges the 
President of the United States to use his broad 
executive powers to substantially modify the 
blockade;

	 Considers that the return to the Republic of 
Cuba of the territory occupied by the US Naval 
Base in Guantanamo should be a relevant 
element in the process of normalization of 
relations between the two countries, through 
a bilateral dialogue in conformity with 
International Law;

	 Firmly supports the completion of the 
dialogue process taking place between the 
Government of the Republic of Colombia and 
the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia – 
People’s Army [FARC-EP-EP] and welcomes the 

progress achieved towards ending a conflict 
that has affected the social, economic and 
political development of that sister nation for 
more than 50 years, and expresses its support 
to the success of this process, as well as the 
one will begin with the National Liberation 
Army, so both could lead to a stable and 
lasting agreement in the best interests of the 
Colombian people;

	 Acknowledges current efforts to overcome 
the electoral crisis in Haiti, encourages and 
urges all actors to find, through dialogue, 
the commitment to free, fair, honest, 
transparent and inclusive elections as early 
as feasible. These would contribute both to 
the strengthening of democracy and creating 
a suitable environment for the country´s 
development. 

5.1.3. International Solidarity conferences 
with Cuba

At least 103 organisations comprising 1000 delegates 
attended the conference and minister of foreign 
affairs gave a full briefing. This conference took place 
on the eve of the application of stage 2 of the Helms 
Burton law. 

Declaration: “Let us rise up against imperialist 
barbarism, for peace and a world without exploitation”. 
The International Solidarity Conference for World 
Peace and Against War, held May 2 in the Cuban 
capital, was a great initiative shared by brothers 
and sisters from around the world. Approved was 
a Declaration of international solidarity and for 
world peace, in which the Helms-Burton Act was 
condemned; and demanded were an end to the 
economic, commercial and financial blockade 
imposed by the U.S. government on Cuba for 60 
years and the return of territory illegally occupied by 
the U.S. Naval Base in Guantanamo. The declaration 
calls on the international solidarity movement to 
denounce the illegal nature of new sanctions levied 
on Cuba that violate the United Nations Charter 
and international law, and reiterated support for the 
struggles of peoples around the world for sovereignty 
and self-determination.

“Let us rise up against imperialist barbarism, 
for peace and a world without exploitation,” the 
document concludes.
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“No matter how dark the path, the response of 
the Cuban people will be to resist and victory will 
always be ours,” reiterated the president of the 
Cuban Institute of Friendship with the Peoples 
[ICAP].

5.1.4. Cuba Study Tours Report 2016, 2018 
and 2019

Over the reporting period we have consistently 
participated in the annual Cuba study tours hosted 
by the Cuban Institute of Friendship with the peoples 
[ICAP] and coordinated locally by the Friends of Cuba 
Society [FOCUS]. In 2019 POPCRU formed part of the 
South Africa Delegation. The delegation consisted 
of 21 people from SADTU, SACTWU, POPCRU and 
FOCUS. SACTWU brought the largest delegation 10, 
followed by SADTU. This was a huge improvement 
from the delegation that attended 2018 from South 
Africa which was 6 composed of only POPCRU and 
SAMWU. In 2016 POPCRU was with NEHAWU for 
the May Day Brigade. 

Taking note of the importance of the Brigade, the 
numbers keep increasing every year. For an example, 
the USA last year brought a delegation of 38 in 2018 
people while in 2019 brought 62 almost a 100% 
increase. Ghana brought 8 in 2018 and this year 
2019 brought 22. The Brigade is becoming a platform 
for massive global show of solidarity with Cuba. But 
as it expands and welcomes more participants, it 
also faces the risk of being infiltrated with agents 
who may try to re direct its political focus. Some 
of those who attend from other countries come 
from NGOs, social movements, academics, cultural 
activists, individuals and unions. In order to defend 
and protect its revolutionary task, it is important to 
keep participation and expose more members to the 
Cuban reality. COSATU has to play a leading role in 
coordinating its affiliates so that there is a structured 
way of participation and mandate issues.

If the delegation is not well politically coordinated, 
there is potential for losing the purpose for why it 
should be there and worse, discourage unions from 
participating because while it is a principled effort 
and duty to support the Cuban revolution, it is also 
costly. So unions must see the value of exposing 
members and leaders to this and coordination lies at 
the heart of it. In this regard, COSATU needs to lead 
in the coordination of an improved delegation that 

will bring political content and discussions at the 
forums. The leader of the delegation must be known 
before the delegation departs. A demonstration of 
this was that the comrade who said was leader of 
the South Africa Delegation delivered a speech to the 
solidarity conference on behalf of the South Africa 
delegation without consulting the delegation, which 
included in it National Office Bearers and NEC 
members of the participating unions. Leadership 
of unions felt disrespected and undermined. This 
offended leaders and it was agreed there is a need for 
proper coordination of the delegation in future to avoid 
embarrassments and unnecessary tensions. This 
coordination must also entail information sharing and 
processes for payments to the hosting organisation 
in Cuba; and most importantly a collective position 
or approach to the political discussions and debates 
that take place over the two weeks, including the 
International Solidarity Conference which takes part 
at the end of the Brigade.

We noted with sadness the passing away of one 
member of the African Delegation to the Brigade, 
from Ghana-TUC who passed on in Brazil en-route 
to the Brigade. Also in the same event a member of 
the South African delegation from SACTWU got sick 
en-route and was hospitalised immediately on arrival 
in Cuba and spent two weeks in hospital. When 
deploying POPCRU will ensure the health status of 
comrades is intact and comrades who are sick will 
be discouraged from travelling. The 14th Brigade in 
2019 specifically happened in the year of celebrating 
the 60th anniversary of the Cuban Revolution led by 
Fidel Castro Ruz. It also took place in the year of the 
21st Congress of the CTC which was also used as a 
celebration of the 80 years of the CTC.

Cuba has a new Constitution: that guarantees the 
continuity of the Revolution and the irrevocability 
of socialism. The date chosen to launch the 
constitution was not accidental; Just 150 years 
ago, on April 10, 1869, the Mambises gathered in a 
Constituent Assembly, in Guáimaro, and agreed to 
our first Constitution, the product of the unity and 
institutionality required by the nascent Republic 
in Arms. Freedom and independence from Spanish 
colonialism were among its essential objectives, 
along with the recognition of equality among all 
Cubans, without exceptions or privileges. The 
Constitution represents the continuity of this first 
one, as it preserves the unity of all Cubans and the 
independence and sovereignty of the homeland, as 
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fundamental pillars of the nation. In his Central 
Report to the First Party Congress, compañero Fidel 
said:

“We need a socialist constitution now, given 
the characteristics of our new society, the social 
consciousness, the ideological convictions, and the 
aspirations of our people. A constitution that reflects 
the general laws of the society we are constructing, 
the profound economic, social, and political 
transformations launched by the Revolution, and 
the historic accomplishments achieved by our 
people. A constitution, that is, which consolidates 
what we are today and helps accomplish what we 
want to be tomorrow”. 

Earlier on in the same report Castro had said in 
December of 1975:

“Formal independence was conceded May 20, of 
1902, with U.S. Navy bases and the constitutional 
amendment imposed, which, among other things, 
gave the United States the right to intervene in 
Cuba. This way, Yankee neo-colonialism was 
installed in our homeland”. 

In pursuance of this dream, the Cuban undertook a 
process of drafting a new constitution. The stepping 
up of the economic war, the strengthening of the 
blockade, and continued application of the Helms-
Burton Law, pursue the old ambition to overthrow the 
Cuban Revolution through economic strangulation 
and hardship. 

Areas for discussion: The congress is invited to note 
the work that has been done over the term and also 
reflect at what still needs to be done. There is need 
for Congress to sharpen our strategic approach to 
solidarity work:

	 Given the obtaining international dynamics 
and the renewed aggression of imperialism 
especially against the Cuban and Bolivarian 
Revolution and the emergence of right-wing 
governments especially in India and Brazil, the 
continued intransigence of the Eswatini Royal 
Regime, the continued brutality of the Israeli 
Apartheid Regime: 

	 How do we continue to pledge practical 
solidarity to these struggles, which is our 
revolutionary internationalist duty?

	 What can we do to strengthen COSATUs role 
and participation in the BRICS Trade Union 
Forum?

	 What practical interventions and support must 
be undertaken to further our resolution of the 
unionisation project in the SADC region with 
particular focus on Eswatini, Zambia and 
Kenya; while continuing to work to defend the 
gains made in the unionisation in Lesotho?

	 What immediate strategies and commitments 
can we make for the systematic and effective 
building and strengthening of the WFTU 
and the Trade Union International for Public 
Service.

5.2. US Imperialist agenda Venezuela Crisis

The US imperialism, with the aid of the major 
European powers, Canada and the right-wing 
governments of Latin America, has steadily tightened 
a noose around Venezuela. The confidence they 
gained after successfully imposing regime change on 
Brazil has inspired them to proceed to Venezuela. 
The man who leads the party that is being imposed 
in Venezuela is a product of a decade-long project 
overseen by Washington’s elite regime change trainer 
educated at George Washington University in DC. 

He was literally unknown in his native Venezuela 
before being thrust on to the world stage in a rapidly 
unfolding series of events. In a poll conducted a little 
more than a week before Guaidó appointed himself 
president of the country, 81% of Venezuelans had 
never even heard of the 35-year-old. A few weeks 
before on January 5, Guaidó had been elected as 
president of Venezuela’s National Assembly, their 
unicameral legislature. He had been elected to the 
assembly from a coastal district with 26% of the 
vote. It was his party’s turn for the presidency of 
the body, and he was hand-picked for the position. 
Guaidó, even within his own party, was not in the 
top leadership. Guaidó’s party, Popular Will, is a far-
right marginal group that had adopted a strategy of 
regime change by extra-parliamentary means rather 
than engage in the democratic electoral process and 
had not participated in recent Venezuelan elections. 
Washington’s recognition of Guaidó as president 
constitutes a naked intervention by US imperialism 
with the aim of achieving its own predatory aims in 
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Venezuela, which boasts the world’s largest proven 
oil reserves. At the same time, it is aimed at rolling 
back the influence in the hemisphere of Russia and 
China, which have both established close economic 
and political ties with Caracas. This regime change 
operation has been two decades in the making, from 
the abortive 2002 CIA-orchestrated coup against 
Maduro’s late predecessor, Hugo Chávez, under 
George W. Bush, through the imposition of sanctions 
by the Obama administration and its designation of 
Venezuela as an “extraordinary threat to the national 
security and foreign policy of the United States”. 

Venezuelan President Maduro responded to the US 
intervention by breaking off diplomatic relations with 
Washington and ordering all US diplomatic personnel 
to leave the country within 72 hours. Guaidó, no 
doubt operating in close consultation with the State 
Department, countermanded Maduro’s decree, 
declaring that he, as “interim president,” was asking 
US officials in the country to remain in place. The 
State Department has responded that it will ignore 
Maduro’s order, setting the stage for a confrontation 
that can be used as the pretext for US intervention. 
Germany, the UK, France, Spain and most of the 
other European powers followed Washington’s lead 
in recognizing Guaidó, a political operative of the 
extreme right-wing Voluntad Popular (Popular Will) 
party, as Venezuela’s president. The rush by the 
European powers to proclaim such an unelected 
figure the legitimate president of Venezuela is driven 
by European imperialism’s fear of being left out of 
the scramble for Venezuela’s oil – the largest proven 
reserves on the planet – as Washington prepares 
to either directly invade the country or provoke a 
military coup that could plunge Venezuela into a 
bloody civil war.

Washington has seized the assets of the Venezuelan 
government in the US, including its US-based refining 
and distribution company Citgo, ostensibly on behalf 
of the US puppet Guaidó. The puppet, for his part, 
has publicly announced an economic blueprint for a 
US-backed regime that would open up the country’s 
strategic oil reserves to the direct control and 
exploitation by the American energy conglomerates. 
US officials have made no bones about the fact 
that their aim is to assert control by US energy 
conglomerates over Venezuela’s vast oil reserves, 
while at the same time rolling back the substantial 
influence in the country of both China and Russia.  
There also has been long-term economic and political 

interference and support from the US for the Maduro 
opposition forces. It is reported that the notorious 
National Endowment for Democracy [NED] and the 
US Agency for International Development [USAID] 
filtered more than $14 million to opposition groups 
in Venezuela between 2013 and 2014, including 
funding for their political campaigns in 2013 and for 
the anti-government protests in 2014. 

In 2017, there were elections of the National 
Constituent assembly which the opposition opted to 
boycott. Currently, under mediated talks between 
government and the opposition held in the Dominican 
Republic facilitated by former president of Spain, the 
two parties agreed on a presidential election date of 
22 April 2018. These talks are further supported by 
Bolivia and Nicaragua on the side of the revolutionary 
government and Chile and Mexico on the side of the 
opposition. This is a very important election because 
the focus now is on Venezuela as the strongest left 
government in the region. The west will do all they 
can to secure a victory for the opposition. Of major 
economic interest in Venezuela is that it has now 
been confirmed that the country has the largest oil 
reserves in the whole world. This is a resource that 
the USA is known to have unlimited affinity for. They 
deploy all their possible resources to secure it; no 
matter where it is, no matter what it takes even if it 
means war. 

In addition to oil, there is also gold, diamond, 
uranium, coal and other important minerals that 
are of interests to the west and their multinational 
companies. To demonstrate intent to take over by 
force if necessary, the USA has established seven 
military bases in neighbouring Colombia. While this 
is disguised as an effort to destroy the drug industry 
the fact is that the aim is to ensure that when the time 
comes to invade Venezuela, the USA has soldiers, 
artillery and machinery at the door step.

5.2.1. Assassination attempt on the life of 
President Maduro

On August 4th, the newly elected president of Venezuela 
Nicholas Maduro survived an assassination attack.  It 
is becoming obvious as investigations continue that 
one of the main reasons for eliminating Maduro was 
the radical economic changes he was announcing 
at the parade. The Plan for Economic Recovery, 
designed by President Maduro and his government 
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team, has been presented as a comprehensive 
strategy to attack the serious focal points of the 
economic warfare and return stability to the country. 
The Plan implies a reorganisation of the monetary 
and foreign exchange policies, a reorganisation of the 
subsidy to gasoline and a decriminalization [through 
the derogation of the Law against Foreign Exchange 
Crime] in the foreign currency market to decrease 
the influence of the parallel dollar indicators in the 
formation of the price system. These measures show 
a series of economic interests that will be affected, 
especially those related to gasoline. Indeed, it is only 
a binational matter.

Important regions of the Colombian eastern, their 
political elites related to the drug trafficking and 
paramilitaries, even their economic and business 
fields, depend on the plundering of the Venezuelan 
fuels to maintain an artificial State which has a false 
economic sovereignty. From a formal perspective, in 
other words, from a legal and political perspective, the 
United States, the great leader of the warfare against 
Venezuela, has reached its own limits. Imposing 
sanctions implies to strengthen Maduro, according 
to his own think-tanks, or encourage a conflict with 
investors and enterprises interested in maintaining 
tolerable relations with Venezuela. Taking action 
based on the military perspective is not an option 
either in the current situation. This is the reason 
why the outsourcing of transactions against the 
Venezuelan economy and security from Colombia, 
under paramilitary, diplomatic, trade and financial 
mechanisms is strengthened. At an international 
level, the Organisation of American States [OAS] 
has debated a lot about the Venezuela issue [as well 
as the Lima Group]. Overcoming the situation by 
bringing Maduro to the Supreme Court of Justice 
in exile or to the International Criminal Court is 
not a measure able to interrupt the economic plan 
of recovery. With regard to the national opposition, 
it is the same situation: a country that has a lot of 
conflicts does not consider it as a reference. 

The image of the attack was consistent and 
synthesizes the new upsurge scenario that began 
after May 20th, where the Venezuelan situation is 
imprinted with a sense of total insecurity, where 
all the fields [the political, institutional, economic, 
human ones] of the society are at risk, suspended in 
terms of constitutionally enshrined rights, in terms 
of what has been politically conquered; where, also, 
the new modalities of social death implanted against 

Venezuela, through the financial blockade [among 
other crimes], pose to become massive and natural to 
our social metabolism. If the economic recovery plan 
seeks a cessation of that process, we must undermine 
it. If the sanctions and international pressure cannot 
achieve it; if we cannot put the population against 
the government, we must murder the leader. Killing 
in these terms, implies, most importantly, to fracture 
a society and break it forever. This is what they were 
seeking. However, they failed again. 

The president requested an international commission 
to lead an independent investigation into the August 
assassination attempt. New developments in the 
investigation into the assassination attempt against 
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro were released 
during a televised presidential address. The president 
confirmed the arrest of Henryberth Emmanuel Rivas 
Vivas, aka Morfeo, who was behind the attack. 
Morfeo was one of 43 implicated in the attempted 
assault and was arrested with the help of heat-
detecting drones. Police believe another accomplice 
in the attack is hiding in Spain and the suspect’s 
extradition will be requested in the near future, 
the president continued. Testimony gathered from 
Morfeo shows that diplomats in Chile, Colombia, and 
Mexico could be involved. Jorge Rodriguez, Minister 
of Communication, demanded explanations from 
Colombia, Mexico, and Chile over allegations made in 
a recorded confession by Morfeo in Caracas. There are 
governments like the one in Chile that are implicated 
in this operation; there is constantly more evidence, 
deserters of the Chilean President Sebastián Piñera’s 
right-wing government. It is becoming more involved 
and muddied in this operation,” said Maduro. For 
that reason, the President requested the United 
Nations to lead an independent investigation into the 
evidence and testimonies which have been gathered 
over the last two months since the perpetrated 
attack. It should be done in the most transparent way 
possible. There must be an independent commission 
at the international level, at the United Nations 
level. The leaders of the failed attack Henryberth 
Rivas, aka Morfeo; Angela Lisbeth Esposita, known 
as “La Perrera;” and a retired colonel, nicknamed 
“Corocoro,” were captured on Sept. 22 2018 by state 
security agencies.

On 30 April, Venezuela survived yet another 
attempted coup de tat. This was orchestrated by the 
opposition and their backers. 
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5.2.2. The prospect for a negotiated 
settlement in Venezuela

The push for a negotiated solution to the Venezuelan 
crisis appears to be picking up steam with delegates 
for President Nicolas Maduro and opposition leader 
Juan Guaidó slated for direct talks in Norway. The 
Norwegian government, which is serving as mediator, 
made the announcement two weeks after an initial 
round of meetings involving the two sides in Oslo. 
The effort is designed to break months of political 
gridlock at a time when Venezuela is suffering from 
its worst economic meltdown in history, a disaster 
that has prompted more than 3 million people to flee 
the country.

Norway commends the parties for their efforts and 
appreciates their disposition to negotiate. A disturbing 
factor is the unwillingness of the opposition to engage 
in dialogue preferring to use hostile means including 
supporting sanctions against Venezuela.  Also while 
negotiations are supposed to be happening, Pompeo 
Says U.S. Prepared to Offer Guaidó ‘Full Range of 
Options’ To Oust Maduro. Guaidó, who is an imposed 
leader, is recognised by the United States and more 
than 50 other countries as Venezuela’s rightful head 
of state yet he did not win any election. The role of 
the United States in the destabilisation of Venezuela 
and imposing its puppet leader Guaido is hypocritical 
and threatened world peace. And his USA backed 
street protests and calls for the Venezuelan military 
to withdraw their support for Maduro have failed. 
Norway is a credible mediator as they also helped 
broker Colombia’s historic 2016 peace treaty that 
ended a long guerrilla war. The opposition insists that 
negotiations must focus on Maduro either stepping 
down or holding a free and fair presidential election; 
which is strange because they boycotted the general 
election of 2018. This crazy view is also supported 
by the United States with their State Department 
spokeswoman Morgan Ortagus saying: 

“We believe the only thing to negotiate with Nicolás 
Maduro are the conditions of his departure”.

So this is a clear indication all the opposition and 
their backers want is power on a silver platter 
without following the electoral process.  POPCRU 
will continue to pledge support to the Bolivarian 
Republic and the democratically elected leadership 
under President Maduro. We believe that the siege 
in Venezuela is about collapsing the revolution and 
imposing imperialist puppets in that country.

5.2.3. Areas of Practical Support and 
Solidarity

The working class, both in Venezuela and 
internationally, must reject this imperialist 
provocation with contempt and mobilise its full 
strength to defend Venezuela against a US imperialist 
intervention that is aimed at turning the Latin 
American country into a semi-colony. Our solidarity 
campaign to the Bolivarian republic must be aimed 
at strengthening and reinforcing the activities of the 
revolutionary forces inside Venezuela. This should 
also include sending a mission to Venezuela. The 
13th National Congress said that we should visit 
Venezuela in the year 2020 to strengthen relations 
with the progressive trade union movement and the 
people. The ANC has already taken an initiative and 
an Alliance delegation will soon be having a solidarity 
visit to Venezuela to meet with the progressive 
formations to receive first-hand information on the 
developments including on what forms of solidarity 
can be undertaken by the progressive forces in South 
Africa. Solidarity work will also include supporting 
the programme of the Communist Party of Venezuela 
which has the following elements:

(a) To activate all the capacities of the Communist 
Party of Venezuela [CPV], Young Communist 
League of Venezuela [JCV] and mass political 
fronts to promote the broadest patriotic, 
democratic and popular-revolutionary alliance 
against the imperialist coup.

(b) To continue to promote the international 
solidarity of the Communist and Workers 
Parties, and the world progressive movement, 
which is being developed through the 
International Political Department of the PCV, 
JCV, COSI [peace and solidarity movement] 
and the mass political fronts; expressed in 
dozens of actions and messages of solidarity, 
from different organisations such as: the 
World Peace Council, the World Federation of 
Trade Unions, the International Democratic 
Federation of Women, the World Federation of 
Democratic Youth, Communist Parties of the 
world among other organisations.

(c) To promote the broadest patriotic, democratic 
and popular-revolutionary alliance, which 
must have expression in the integration of the 
leadership of the Venezuelan process, which 
will allow us to defeat imperialist aggression 
and solve the serious problems of our people.
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(d) To promote a government of broad patriotic, 
democratic, popular-revolutionary alliance, 
which struck at the allied sectors of US 
imperialism, mainly the monopolies, especially 
the speculative financial sector, which daily 
plunder our people.

(e) Develop a broad-based national and 
international mobilization plan that 
incorporates the worker-peasant, communal 
and popular, civilian and military, believers 
and non-believers united in defence of the 
homeland.

(f) In the past term POPCRU has been involved 
in solidarity activities with Venezuela and 
exchanges. These included:

	 A televised message in support of the 
elections of 2018;

	 An exchange visit with the University of 
Security Studies;

	 Several bilateral with the Embassy of 
Venezuela in South Africa;

	 Participation in the discussions to launch 
a global solidarity movement in support 
of the Bolivarian revolution;

	 Ambassador came to address the  CEC 
Of POPCRU as part of the solidarity;

	 Participated in a COSATU led march 
“Hands of Venezuela” in Pretoria.

Other solidarity activities that POPCRU may get 
involved in are: 

	 Campaign against the economic blockage and 
financial blockage in the form of blocking of 
banks , 

	 Campaigns for an end to the use of humanitarian 
organisations and NGOs to smuggle weapons 
and play as funders for the opposition under 
the disguise of humanitarian aid. 

We were to have a return visit from the University of 
Security Studies in May 2019 but it was postponed 
due to the siege in Venezuela. We are hoping this will 
be pursued in the next term.

5.3. Syrian Question

What began back in 2011 as another Arab Spring 
uprising has developed into a brutal proxy war 
that has drawn in regional and world powers? 
The administration of President Bashar al-Assad 
received a backing from Iran and Russia. Iran is 
believed to have injected billions of dollars, provided 
military advisers, and subsidised weapons, as well 
as lines of credit and oil transfers. Russia has 
meanwhile launched an air campaign against Mr 
Assad’s opponents. Another support to Syria came 
from Lebanon’s Shia Islamist Hezbollah movement 
when it provided battlefield from 2013. The Sunni-
dominated opposition has, meanwhile, received 
their support from its international backers such 
as Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Jordan, along 
with the US, UK and France. The bone of contention 
for these battles, which over time assumed a civil 
war character when it pitted Sunni majority against 
the president’s Shia Alawite in Syria, like in Israel-
Palestine conflict, was the control for the cities, towns 
and countryside. In June 2013, two years after the 
war broke out the United Nations registered 90,000 
fatalities of the conflicts. The figure rose sharply to 
250 000 in August 2015. These conflicts displaced 
about 6.5 million people, whilst more than 4.5 million 
people, majority of them, women and children, fled 
Syria to seek refuge in the neighbouring countries. 

In the midst of all these conflicts, there were 
international efforts led by United Nations bodies 
employed to resolve Syrian crisis. Peace process 
in Syrian conflicts kick started by Arab League in 
the late 2011 when it launched two initiatives with 
minimal success. This was followed by Russian 
efforts in 2013 when it proposed that peace talks be 
held in Moscow. Many years down the line, the war 
still rages and Syria is being reduced to rubbles. The 
role of the super powers while balancing the scales 
must be questioned in keeping the war raging to 
advance their own interest than those of the people 
of Syria. The USA with its hate for anything Islamic 
has deployed billions of dollars to fight a war they 
should be having no interest in. Also the role of China 
and Russia in vetoing USA UN Security Council 
Resolution for an international military invasion 
against Syria must be commended because it would 
have easily started a world war. 
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5.4. Brazil

POPCRU has always maintained that the arrest 
of Former President of Brazil Lula da Silva on the 
eve of the crucial election was politically motivated. 
Massive archive exclusively provided by the Intercept 
confirms long-held suspicions about the politicized 
motives and deceit of Brazil’s corruption investigators 
and the subsequent arrest of Lula da Silva. An 
enormous trove of secret documents reveals that 
Brazil’s most powerful prosecutors, who have spent 
years insisting they are apolitical, instead plotted to 
prevent the Workers’ Party, or PT, from winning the 
2018 presidential election by blocking or weakening 
a pre-election interview with former President Luiz 
Inácio Lula da Silva with the explicit purpose of 
affecting the outcome of the election.

The massive archive exposed by a global investigative 
newspaper The Intercept, shows multiple examples 
of politicized abuse of prosecutorial powers by those 
who led the country’s sweeping Operation Car Wash 
corruption probe since 2014. It also reveals a long-
denied political and ideological agenda. 

The Car Wash prosecutors explicitly said that their 
motive in stopping Lula’s interview was to prevent 
the PT from winning. The chief of the prosecutor 
task force, Deltan Dallagnol, conducted a separate 
conversation with a long-time confidant, also a 
prosecutor, and they agreed that they would “pray” 
together that the events of that day would not usher 
in the PT’s return to power. But this new archive 
documents show improper and unethical plotting 
between Dallagnol and Moro on how to best structure 
the corruption case against Lula, although Moro 
was legally required to judge the case as a neutral 
arbiter. Other documents include private admissions 
among the prosecutors that the evidence proving 
Lula’s guilt was lacking. Overall, the documents 
depict a task force of prosecutors seemingly intent 
on exploiting its legal powers for blatantly political 
ends, led by its goal of preventing a return to power 
of the Workers’ Party generally, and Lula specifically. 
The secrets unveiled by these documents are crucial 
for the public to know because the massive Car 
Wash corruption probe, which has swept through 
Brazil for the last five years, has been one of the most 
consequential events in the history of the world’s 
fifth-most populous country, not just legally but also 
politically. 

At the time of Lula’s conviction, all polls showed that 
the former president, who had twice been elected 
by large margins, in 2002 and then again in 2006, 
and left office with a 87 percent approval rate — was 
the overwhelming frontrunner to once again win the 
presidency in 2018.

5.4.1. Solidarity Campaign to Release Lula

The ramifications of this now-disgraced investigation 
have been enormous. Bolsonaro and the far right 
rode to power on the back of Lula’s removal from the 
political process and the anti-PT sentiment fostered 
by Judge Moro. With Bolsonaro’s rise to power has 
come an agenda of privatization, slashing budgets 
and dismantling the education system, attacking 
trade unions, social welfare, and environmental 
protections, and threatening Brazil’s LGBT and 
indigenous populations. With their praise for Judge 
Moro and his actions, respected institutions across 
the globe facilitated this situation by paving the way 
for Bolsonaro’s rise to power. This case hasn’t just 
affected Lula’s freedom or the democratic right of 
two hundred million Brazilians, the example he sets 
for aspiring far-right authoritarians, wherever they 
may be, impacts all of us. The only response from 
Brazil’s right has been outright denial and personal 
attacks on the journalists involved. In a climate 
where progressive councilwoman and human 
rights campaigner Marielle Franco was politically 
assassinated last year, we need to take this fight 
seriously. These revelations could be a “Watergate” 
moment for Brazil. We must insist they are not 
ignored and continue to push for Lula’s freedom.

POPCRU working within COSATU and with relevant 
international organisations must participate in the 
global campaign for the release of President Lula. It is 
wrong to use state institutions for political gains. The 
judiciary in any country must be independent and 
impartial. We therefore support the global call for the 
release of Lula and we will play our part. We will also 
seek more information from our allies on the new 
developments where in the right-wing government 
is systematically liquidating trade unions. The 
right-wingers have closed down the department of 
labour which was responsible for trade unions and 
now trade unions are to register with the ministry of 
justice headed by the same judge who jailed Lula, 
who is now the minister. POPCRU has engaged with 
the Central Workers Federation of Brazil [CTB] in 
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which the unfolding political crisis was unpacked 
and a proposed solidarity plan discussed. Solidarity 
included among others supporting former President 
Lula, whom it has now been proven his arrest was 
politically motivated. The international trade union 
movement including ourselves must pledge solidarity 
with other workers. This in particular because we 
are convinced is a global campaign by capital and 
its puppet governments to liquidate unions. We have 
seen it in our own country where in some yellow 
unions challenge collective bargaining and the 
powers of the minister of labour. We have to stay 
vigilant.

6. International Criminal Court [ICC]

When the ICC was established back in 2002, it was 
widely believed by states parties that the court would 
pursue its objective of ensuring that crimes against 
humanity and mass atrocities are not perpetuated 
with impunity. Majority of states parties, including 
African states, demonstrated an enormous and 
unwavering support to the establishment of the ICC. 
Albeit Africa 33 states parties to the ICC held a firm 
believe that the court would embodies justice without 
fear or favour, there has been a growing concern that 
the institution represents the principles of the same 
imperialist biases from its predecessors. For many 
years of its existence the court has given credence 
to the growing concerns that its operations are bias 
and unfair in dealing with crimes brought before it. 
It has proved to be a deeply defective, inconsistent, 
hypocritical and professionally incompetent 
institution that has done more than any American 
neoconservative to destroy whatever faith there may 
have been in the concept of international criminal 
justice. 

The ICC was seen as a racist and neo-colonial 
institution used by powerful states to witch-hunt 
African leaders. This is attested by the fact that from 
9,000 reported complaints on alleged crimes in 139 
countries on several continents, the ICC resolved to 
indict 36 Africans within eight African countries. This 
discriminatory practice raised serious doubts about 
the ICC’s independence and capacity to justly address 
human rights violations. It has been criticised for a 
lack of balance in adjudicating crimes of genocide, 
war and so forth, targeting countries in the global 
south while failing to interrogate the militarism and 
violence of states in the global north. The court’s 

conduct and operations have unfortunately become 
opposite and sharp contrast to the objective and 
purpose it had been envisioned to achieve, which is 
to maintain international justice and order. It has 
demonstrated high level of hypocrisy, which renders 
it ineffectiveness in discharging its objectives. For 
one, the ICC has conducted a disproportionate 
number of investigations into African states than 
in other continents. Leaders from other continents 
escaped investigations and prosecutions.

The prospects of transforming the court are very 
remote since the powers/ authorities/ resolutions 
to do so are entrusted to the UN Security Council 
[UNSC] wherein five permanent member states 
possess powers to veto such a proposal. For example 
Russia and China have declined investigations into 
Syria, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Iraq, and North Korea. 
What is even eccentric and making the ICC unable 
to achieve its mandate is that some members of 
this Security Council are not signatories/parties to 
the Rome Statue. We have unfortunately witnessed 
majority of cases pursued by the court involving only 
African leaders, whilst powerful European countries 
and their leaders are able to transgress with impunity. 
The ICC has not only failed to deliver in-line with its 
intended purpose, it has evidently displayed direct 
advancement of a completely different ideology. It is 
thus against this backdrop that as an organisation 
which called for South Africa to withdraw from the 
Rome Statute and consequently from the ICC, it 
is of utmost importance that the ANC resolved for 
South Africa to withdraw from this institution, which 
government ultimately processed it. 

The withdrawal should be able to provide a better 
opportunity for South Africa and fellow African 
countries to work together with the African Union 
to strengthen continental bodies such as the 
African Court on Human and People’s Rights which 
is aimed at ensuring the protection of human and 
peoples’ rights in Africa. However, upon litigation by 
the Democratic Alliance, the Tshwane High Court 
ruled government’s decision to withdraw from the 
International Criminal Court as unconstitutional 
and invalid. The High Court found the withdrawal as 
unconstitutional, not on merits, but on the manner 
in which it was carried out. 
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6.1. International Crimes Bill 

The government, subsequent to the court ruling, 
tabled the International Crimes Bill in the National 
Assembly, which was later endorsed by the cabinet 
in December 2017. This Bill emanates from the 
fact that the withdrawal of South Africa from the 
Rome Statute and the intended repeal of the ICC 
Act would create a lacuna or gap in our domestic 
law concerning the prosecution of genocide, war 
crimes and crimes against humanity [‘‘international 
crimes”]. In order to ensure that South Africa does 
not become a safe haven for persons who commit 
international crimes, the Bill is enacted to address 
this gap. The Bill in reference will give the South 
African courts extra-territorial jurisdiction in respect 
of the mentioned offences and provide for the 
extradition to foreign countries of those accused or 
convicted of international crimes.

The Bill seeks to criminalise conduct constituting 
international crimes;  to regulate immunity from the 
prosecution of international crimes;  to grant extra-
territorial jurisdiction to the courts in respect of 
international crimes;  to regulate the investigation 
and prosecution of allegations of international crimes;  
to provide for the extradition of persons accused or 
convicted of international crimes to foreign States;  
to provide for the surrender of persons accused 
or convicted of international crimes to entities;  to 
provide for cooperation with entities in respect of 
international crimes;  to repeal the Implementation of 
the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court 
Act, 2002;  to amend the Prevention and Combating 
of Torture of Persons Act, 2013, so as to confirm 
immunity for certain persons from prosecution in 
respect of the crime of torture;  and to provide for 
matters connected therewith.

The Bill was however challenged by the DA. It 
accused the governing party, the ANC, of absolving 
itself of its duties to victims of genocides and other 
human rights violations taking place on a daily basis 
across the continent and the world. The bill, the DA 
argued further, seeks to repeal the Implementation 
of the Rome Statute Act and withdraw South Africa 
from the ICC.

6.2. SA Withdrawal from the ICC  

South Africa, following the approval by the cabinet 
on the 19th October 2016 and in accordance with 
Article 127[1] of the Rome Statute of the International 
Criminal Court, sent out an instrument of withdrawal 
(letter) to the General Secretary of the United Nations 
outlining its intention to secede from the Roman 
Statue. This was after Burundi had also deposited 
its letter of withdrawal from the Rome Statue.. After 
the cabinet approval, the minister of Justice and 
Correctional Services, Michael Masutha wrote to both 
the speaker of parliament and chairperson of the 
National Council of Provinces (NCOP) alerting them of 
the Executive intention to exit from the Rome Statue. 
One of the reasons advanced by the government as 
incentive for its withdrawal was that the government 
found its obligations, with respect to the peaceful 
resolution of conflicts, at times incompatible with 
the interpretation given by the ICC. 

As POPCRU, it is on this premise that we resolved 
that we resolved that the International Criminal 
Court has been a controversial addition to the global 
justice system since its establishment. We are of the 
opinion that the ICC has been the target of criticism 
from public and diplomatic quarters in Africa as it 
inappropriately targeted the continent and ignoring 
serious crimes committed in other continents. The 
discontentment about the ICC resonates with other 
African Union member states who accused the ICC 
of unfairness in servicing its mandate. They accuse 
the court of targeting only African states than states 
from other continents. Since its inception, the ICC 
has opened probes involving eight nations, all of 
which are African. These are Kenya, Ivory Coast, 
Libya, Sudan, Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Central African Republic, Uganda and Mali. The lack 
of cases from elsewhere, especially from America, 
Israel, Palestine, Syria and Afghanistan, has been 
attributed to the ICC’s bias, bolstered by unequal 
relations at the UNSC. 

After our engagements in the 2017 CEC and after 
more than 16 years of the court’s operation, the 
ICC has not only failed to deliver in-line with its 
intended purpose, it has evidently displayed direct 
advancement of a completely different ideology. It is 
thus against this backdrop that as an organisation 
which called for South Africa to withdraw from 
the Rome Statute and consequently from the ICC, 
it is of utmost importance that the ANC resolved 
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for South Africa to withdraw from this institution, 
which government ultimately processed it. These 
withdrawals have several potential effects both 
on the regional as well as the international scene. 
The withdrawal should be able to provide a better 
opportunity for South Africa and fellow African 
countries to work together with the African Union 
to strengthen continental bodies such as the African 
Court on Human and People’s Rights which is aimed 
at ensuring the protection of human and peoples’ 
rights in Africa. 

6.3. The Significance of withdrawing from 
ICC/What does the withdrawal means?

South Africa’s decision to withdraw from the ICC, 
a body set up to investigate instances of genocide, 
war crimes and crimes against humanity, has raised 
questions about the meaning of this withdrawal 
for the continent and the country’s citizens. What 
are the implications of this action both nationally 
and internationally? Does a decision of this nature 
suggest that our country condones political leaders 
who violate human rights for their own personal, 
political or economic gain? Can the withdrawal 
invite criticism where it still has to right the years 
of its wrongs of the past, where one race group was 
excluded economically, politically and socially? Does 
it mean the gross human rights violations on the 
continent could continue without legal impediment? 
On the contrary, South Africa’s departure from the 
ICC may give fast upswing of the continent’s African 
Court of Justice, which has long been in the pipeline 
of the African Union. It is also important to discuss 
the economic impact of a decision to withdraw from 
the ICC. Local and international stakeholders may 
worry that withdrawal would undermine South 
Africa’s attractiveness as an investment destination. 
Conversely, this kind of a decision would not have 
any significant impact on investment, as this is a 
political rather than commercial feature. 

The challenge nonetheless is that despite the African 
Union been critical of the ICC and called on its 
members not to cooperate with the Court until these 
issues are resolved; it has stopped short of endorsing 
a collective withdrawal. No state had formally taken 
the steps to withdraw from the Court, until now. 
All it takes to withdraw from the court is to send 
a letter to UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, and 
the withdrawal takes effect a year later. Given how 

easy this is, some African states’ threats to leave the 
court over the years were viewed by many observers 
as empty rhetoric. Burundi’s steps to withdraw from 
the ICC comes after the ICC Prosecutor announced 
in April 2016 that she would initiate a preliminary 
examination of the situation there in which political 
violence [largely caused by the President’s decision 
to defy the constitution and run for a third term] has 
killed hundreds of people. 

As we previously indicated, the most powerful states 
– and their clients – in the world are outside of the 
reach of the ICC. In fact, the United States is not even 
a member – neither are China and Russia. For the 
court to be truthfully international and legitimate, it 
must be an institution where the rule of law applies 
equally to all individuals and states. On the other 
hand where targeting of African states is raised, the 
ICC is involved in those states only because they 
have specifically requested the ICC’s intervention. 
For example, Uganda, the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, Central African Republic [twice], Côte 
d’Ivoire, Mali and Gabon. The fact that some African 
states have viewed the Court as a useful instrument 
to dispose of rebels or political opponents should not 
simply be swept under the rug. 

7. The State of African Continent 

It is inevitably critical that from time to time as key 
role players, we pause and reflect on the state of 
affairs of our continent. This should be an exercise 
with which we are able to determine whether we on 
a good course or deviated from the agenda of the 
liberation struggle? It is an exercise that can afford 
us an opportunity to scrutinize our performance 
and conduct on economic, technological, social and 
educational and political developments. To further 
look into the efficacy of the institutions which were 
established to implement political decisions and a 
tribunal to resolve disputes between member states? 
In 1961 the former President of Ghana Kwame 
Nkrumah made the following remark:

“Individually, the independent States of Africa 
can do little for their people. Together, by mutual 
help, they can achieve much. But the economic 
development of the continent must be planned 
and pursued as a whole. A loose confederation 
designed only for economic cooperation would 
not provide the necessary unity of purpose. Only 
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a strong political union can bring about full and 
effective development of our natural resources for 
the benefit of our people [Nkrumah, 1961]“

7.1. Maturing democratic practices in 
Africa

Majority of Africa countries are gradually attaining 
democratic status. This it is purely attributable to the 
practice and adherence to democratic principles and 
values. In 1990, there were only eight countries of 
the then total 53 countries on continent, which were 
in formal democracies. The number optimistically 
increased six years later with additional 10 more 
countries. It should however be argued that there 
are countries on continent, despite practising and 
adhering to democratic principles and values, still 
in a firm grip of their authoritarian leaders. These 
leaders are ominously altering the constitution 
to systematically extend their stay in presidential 
offices. The longest serving presidents on the 
continent are Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasogo-
Equatorial Guinea [36 years], Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos-Angola [36 years], Paul Biya-Cameroon [33 
years], Yoweri Museveni-Uganda (30 years), Denis 
Sassou Nguesso-Republic of the Congo [18 years], 
Omar al-Bashir-Sudan [22 years], Idriss Deby-Chad 
[25 years] and Yahya Jammeh Gambia [19 years].25  

It is however goes without saying that citizens are 
now growing impatient of these leaders. We have 
recently witnessed in Zimbabwe and Sudan, military 
personnel with tacit but strong support from citizens 
staging bloodless coup to remove these autocratic 
leaders out of office. However it is completely not gloom 
and doom for the continent and its population, for 
there are other leaders on continent who are readily 
handing over power peacefully to their successor 
immediately after elections. Though there are still 
pockets of challenges pertaining to compliance with 
democratic principles and values, democracies in the 
continent is on the march. There are, only this year 
(2019), about 23 countries on the continent going into 
elections, with some already having held successful 
presidential, provincial and council elections to elect 
new governments. Countries that have already gone 
to elections this year include amongst others South 
Africa, Nigeria, Senegal, Malawi and Guinea-Bissau. 

25  https://www.theguardian.com/global-develop-
ment/datablog/2016/feb/25/democracy-in-african-coun-
tries-five-myths-explored

The disturbing realistic trend is that countries that 
effect regime change through unconstitutional means 
are unlikely to achieve democratic dispensation. It 
is generally known that most of those taking over, 
whom mostly are military leaders, don’t take the 
country into elections. They unfortunately want 
to cling onto the power by manipulating election 
results and prolong their stay in the office like their 
predecessors. This is the despicable trend which 
needs to be given a necessary attention with the 
primary object of discouraging and eliminating it. 
Leaders must assume power through constitutional 
means. 

7.2. The scramble for political power in the 
continent 

Africa, as a continent, has never seen and enjoyed 
prolonged political stability for many decades. The 
instability characterising the continent is attributable 
to number of external and internal factors, which are 
peculiar from country to country. Many countries are 
still haunted by historical injustices and oppressive 
structures that were bequeathed to the post-colonial 
leadership. Most of these leaders, who were liberation 
struggle heroes, immediately after ascending to power 
turn into dictators, plundering natural resources 
and put their countries on a developmental path as 
part of modern societies. International communities 
also with their unbridled greed in Africa’s natural 
resources were not keen on seeing the establishment 
of functioning systems in Africa. 

The implementation of the peace deal in South Sudan, 
signed September 2018 to bring to an end almost 
six years conflict, has been elusive. The leader of the 
rebel group SPLM-IO, Riek Machar demanded that 
security protection be arranged for him before he 
could return to Juba from exile in Khartoum, Sudan. 
This long conflict broke out as a result of a fall-out 
between Machar and South Sudan president, Salva 
Kirr. Machar was meant to return to South Sudan 
in May 2019 and join a power-sharing government 
as vice president with President Salva Kiir after the 
signing of a peace deal in September last year. Few 
of those countries in the continent that are still 
experiencing state power struggles and instabilities 
are Central African Republic, Sudan, Somali, Libya, 
Burkina Faso, Mauritania, Nigeria and Mozambique. 
All these wars on continent account for a total 20.3 
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million of misplaced and exiled African citizens26. 
The inevitable sad upshots of these instabilities and 
civil wars are poverty, economic collapse and high 
rate of unemployment. 

7.3. China/ Africa Relationship 

There is a long time existing Sino-Africa relations 
which dates back to 14th and 15th century. The 
modern political and economic relations were 
enhanced in the 21st century by Mao Zedong when 
the Communist Party of China [CPC] emerged 
triumphant in the Chines Civil War. The modern 
state of People’s Republic of China has over the 
years built strong economic ties with Africa. The 
contemporary relations is traceable to the 1950’s 
when China signed the first official bilateral trade 
agreement with Algeria, Egypt, Guinea, Somalia, 
Morocco and Sudan. There are an estimated one 
million African nationals residing in China, whilst 
China is hosting 200 000 migrant labourers. Trade 
between China [PRC] and Africa increased by 700% 
during the 1990s, and China is currently Africa’s 
largest trading partner27. The Forum on China–Africa 
Cooperation [FOCAC] was established in October 
2000 as an official forum to greatly strengthen the 
relationship. 

The relationship between China and Africa however 
never escaped criticisms and attempts to collapse 
it. Former western colonisers are the ones leading 
accusations and criticisms saying China is a neo-
colonist in Africa. It was accused of supplying 
Zimbabwe with jet fighters, vehicles and other 
military equipments. The second accusation and 
criticism levelled against was on the eve of the 2008 
Summer Olympic Games when it was criticise by the 
human rights group for its supportive relationship 
to the government of Sudan, which was accused 
of mass killings in Darfur. Other criticisms are 
economic in nature including the claim that African 
markets are harmed by low-cost Chinese-made 
products, which put great competitive pressure on 
local industries and businesses. While some argue 
that PRC’s involvement currently benefits primarily 
the elites, there have been instances of economic 
trickle-down effects. 

26  https://issafrica.org/iss-today/breaking-africas-cy-
cle-of-forced-displacement

27  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa–China_relations

7.4. Illicit Financial Outflows

An illicit financial outflow from Africa is undoubtedly 
occurring at the alarming and unacceptable scale. It 
is effectively depriving African citizens of their right 
to development and prosperity. The astronomical 
loss of cash as a result of these calamitous illegal 
operations was captured in report prepared by two 
reputable financial institutions African Development 
Bank and the Global Financial Integrity Institute of 
Washington. In the joint report launched at the 48th 
AFDB annual meetings in Marrakech, Morocco, the 
two institutions revealed that the African continent 
has been a long term net creditor to the rest of the 
world, when it said:

“Africa suffered between US$ 597 billion and 
US$1.4 trillion in net outflows between 1980 and 
2009 after adjusting net recorded transfers for illicit 
financial outflows. More than one trillion dollars 
flowed illicitly out of Africa in the past 30 years, 
dwarfing capital inflows, and stifling economic 
development” 

[noted GFI Chief Economist Dev Kar].

The deplorable picture painted by both institutions 
was further corroborated by a 10-member High Level 
Panel in Illicit Cash Flows which was set up by the 
African Union [AU] and the United Nations Economic 
Commission for Africa [UNECA]. In its report, on a 
working visit to Mozambique as the seventh country 
on the Panel’s itinerary after the DRC, Kenya, 
Tunisia, Liberia, Nigeria and Zambia, the High Level 
Panel observed that: 

“When it comes to illicit cash flows, government 
corruption and criminal activities are dwarfed 
by more sophisticated means of draining money; 
commercial tax evasion and it does not have to be 
illegal strictly speaking”. 

A UN Economic Commission for Africa reported that 
the illicit financial outflow from African continent is 
getting worse yearly. The flourishing of this illegal 
activity in Africa is attributable to the weak governance 
capacity and a lack of regulatory enforcement, which 
create an enabling environment for such practises. 
The available regulatory frameworks are incompetent 
and feeble to hold perpetrators accountable to their 
criminal acts. With no proper deterrents in place 
and thus no real consequences, people do not take 
the authorities seriously. This trend unfortunately 
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set the African economies on a back foot whenever 
engaging in the international financial markets.

In South Africa, the tax authority, South African 
Revenue Services [SARS], is still today struggling 
to build capacity to combat transfer pricing and 
shifting of profits. The study conducted by the Global 
Finance Integrity put South Africa amongst top ten 
of countries who experience large scale of illicit cash 
outflow. This happened when it overtook Iraq after 
sitting on position 13 in 2013. South Africa loses an 
average of $12.2-million a year, or about R142-million 
at today’s exchange rate, to the illegal movement of 
money over its borders28. The situation takes away 
any available hope that other African countries 
can register a success on this challenge, especially 
countries hobbling out of wars. Deplorably, the illicit 
cash flows out of Africa add up to double what the 
continent receives in aid money annually. The Joint 
African Union and UN Economic Commission for 
Africa’s High-level Panel on Illicit Financial Flows 
from Africa argued that illicit financial flow in Africa 
is occurring at an alarming rate with the continent 
estimated to be losing about $50 billion dollars a 
year. 

7.5. Plundering of Africa Natural Resources 
by former colonies

Today Africa is still plundered of its wealth. In 
addition to the massive illicit cash out flow Africa 
is still having its natural resources plundered by 
formers colonies. What is needed is for Africa leaders 
to frustrate and ultimately stop the systematic looting 
of the continent of its resources. The report of the 
study conducted by Global Justice, in collaboration 
with other international campaigners disclosed 
gloomily that South Africa’s potential mineral wealth 
is estimated to be around $2.5tn, while the mineral 
reserves of the Democratic Republic of the Congo are 
thought to be worth $24tn29. Despite this wealth, the 
continent is still poverty stricken with its natural 
resources owned and exploited by foreign and 
private corporations. This they do with assistance 
of our own gluttonous leaders. The plundering will 
never end any time soon because Africa, despite 
its political decolonisation, it is still suffering both 
28  https://www.corruptionwatch.org.za/sa-among-top-de-
veloping-countries-with-illicit-outflows/
29  https://www.theguardian.com/global-develop-
ment/2017/may/24/world-is-plundering-africa-wealth-billions-
of-dollars-a-year

mental and economic colonisation. China presence 
in Africa must be treated with extreme caution. In 
its quest to unseat USA as the world super power it 
uses Africa as its battling field. China is currently 
economically colonising Africa through financial aid. 
It gives loans to number of African countries and 
making them to sign collateral. In the event that the 
country is unable to repay the loan, China will thus 
take over what was signed as collateral. This has 
already happened in Lusaka Zambia, where Kenneth 
Kaunda International Airport now allegedly belongs 
to China. 

7.6. The effectiveness of the African Union 
in dealing with continental challenges

The continental body, AU finds it difficult to establish 
good governance and peace on the continent. African’s 
Head of States have through their engagements in 
the AU produced and signed normative instruments 
with which much can be achieved if are adhered to. 
However, what has been observed over the years is 
that lack of political willingness by the very same 
head of states renders the instruments useless. 
Head of states are appallingly reluctant to implement 
these instruments despite them being ratified. The 
reality is that looking into the performance of this 
continental body, in relation to discharging its 
mandate, much has been achieved, especially in 
decolonising the continent and promoting unity and 
integration of the continent. 

Notwithstanding these strides, the continent is 
however still faced with a lot of serious governance 
deficits. Some countries in the continent are still 
struggling to emerge out of elections without losing 
contenders challenging or declaring dispute on 
election results. The most critical things that need to 
be urgently addressed are the root cause of conflicts 
and crisis, promoting good governance, ensuring 
gender and youth empowerment, promoting 
inclusivity, and addressing the issues of human 
rights. One other challenge posing instability on 
the continent that the AU, in particular Peace and 
Security Council, need to decisively deal with is 
the sporadic incidents of terrorism and extremist 
groups occurring in some countries, Boko Haram in 
Nigeria, Cameroon and Al Shabaab in East Africa. 
The AU has deplorably proven to be ineffective in 
dealing with these challenges/instabilities plaguing 
the continent. In Sudan, the AU Peace and Security 
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Council could not restore peace until it suspended 
Sudan from all AU activities after violent dispersal of 
protesters in Khartoum.

7.7. Re-Admission of Morocco in the AU 

After 33 years of absence from the continental body, 
Morocco, the only country on the continent that was 
never a member, was re-admitted in to the AU as 
the 55th member state. Morocco left the AU after the 
continental body had recognised the independence 
of the Moroccan-occupied Western Sahara. The 
readmission of this wealthy African country back 
into the fold of the continental body was never 
achieved without resistance though. It was met by 
strong resistance from other member states and 
other political parties back home, amongst others, 
DA, EFF, SACP and our own ANC. The readmission 
was objected by countries that were governed by 
the liberation movements such as South Africa, 
Zimbabwe, Botswana, Namibia and Algeria, whilst 
39 members of the AU, constituting majority in 
the body favoured the readmission of Morocco. The 
ANC, which enjoys close ties with Polisario Front of 
Western Sahara also argued against the readmission 
of Morocco back into the AU. This, the concerned 
ANC, correctly argued that it should not be a move 
that will somehow trivialise the independence of 
Western Sahara and continue its occupation by 
Morocco. The ANC further argued through its Head 
of International Relations the late Edna Molewa that:

“Morocco had failed to comply with successive UN 
resolutions on the issue of the Western Sahara, 
most importantly the holding of a referendum on 
self-determination”.30 

Basically the readmission of the Morocco back 
into AU will effectively imply that the status quo 
in terms of the independence of Western Sahara is 
likely to remain. POPCRU has standing principled 
resolution to support the struggle of the people of 
Western Sahara and call for an end to Morocco’s 
colonisation of Western Sahara. In order to sharpen 
our understanding of the new reality, POPCRU has 
started engagements with Saharawi Republic and 
making contacts with the POLISARIO Front with 
a view to undertake a fact finding mission to that 
country.

30  https://www.iol.co.za/capetimes/news/readmission-

of-morocco-to-the-au-slammed-2097465

7.8. Sudan: end of the Omar Al Bashir Era

Sudan had for a long period of time been entangled 
in civil fights, which eventually force president Omar 
Al Bashir to resign after three decades of rule. The 
developments in Sudan demonstrated persistent 
and yet deplorable unconstitutional means of 
changing of government characterising African 
continent. President Al Bashir resigned on 11 April 
2019 after sustainable four months civil unrests 
which had broken out in December 2018. Protesters 
accused Al Bashir government of poor economic 
management which precipitated increase on fuel 
price, foods and shortage of foreign currency. The 
forced removal was aided by soldiers who descended 
on the presidential house which was adjacent to the 
military headquarters. Soldiers promised protesters 
and general public that they will deliver an official 
statement on the way forward. His [Al Bashir] 
resignation was widely celebrated across the country 
with protesters waiting for the official announcement 
promised by the military. The president subsequently 
relinquished powers and authorities to the military 
council which was controlled by the armed 
forces. This paved the way for negotiations to the 
establishment of the transitional council with the 
army in the process taking over certain government 
installations and subsequently arresting some 
current and former government officials and deputy 
president. And in the midst of this pandemonium Al 
Bashir was reported to have fled to Saudi Arabia.  

The Sudanese First Vice President and the national 
defence minister Ahmed Awad Ibn Auf declared that 
Al Bashir had been stripped of executive powers. 
Auf further asserted that the country’s constitution 
was suspended, with all authority handed over 
to transitional military council. The council led by 
Auf would govern Sudan for two years until when 
elections were held and civilian government was 
democratically installed. However this was rejected by 
the protesters who argued that the military takeover 
did not represent democratic set they had sought. 
Protesters argued that military should only monitor 
Al Bashir out of the palace. Abu lasted for 24hrs 
replaced by the third senior general in the Sudanese 
military Lieutenant General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan. 
Despite a deadly clampdown, protests led by the 
Sudanese Professionals Association [SPA] continued, 
demanding that the military council transfer power 
to the civilian rule. The sustained clampdown forced 
the AU, on the 6th June 2019, to suspend the Sudan’s 



48

membership from the continental body. The AU 
Peace and Security Department argued that Sudan 
will be suspended with immediate effect from all AU 
activities until the civilian-led transitional authority 
was set up. 

It was alleged that protestations claimed dozens 
of lives with conflicting figures given by different 
sources. The Central Committee of Sudanese Doctors 
[CCSD] alleged that 108 people have been killed and 
more than 500 wounded, while a health ministry 
official counted 61 deaths. POPCRU welcomes 
the stability that ensuing in Sudan, including the 
prospects of a cease fire in South Sudan. But while 
celebrating the prospects of a stable country, what 
must be critically engaged in this congress is the role 
played by foreign countries in destabilising African 
countries in particular. This has happened in Egypt, 
Libya, Sudan, Syria, Venezuela and many countries. 

7.9. Developments within Southern African 
Development Community

Developments in Zimbabwe:  about 80,000 teachers 
have been on strike for many weeks demanding 
pay increase that will keep pace with inflation. 
The economic situation in Zimbabwe continues to 
worsen, with food shortages, high fuel prices, and 
a currency shortage exacerbating an already tense 
social crisis. The scale of the crisis is immense. 
Reports show that more than half of the population 
in rural areas faces hunger, a significant increase 
compared to less than 30 percent just last year. 
In the capital, Harare, 52 percent of residents are 
facing food insecurity. According to the Zimbabwe 
Vulnerability Assessment Committee’s 2018 Rural 
Livelihoods Assessment, approximately 2.4 million 
people in rural Zimbabwe – approximately 28 percent 
of the rural population – will be severely food insecure 
by March 2019. The prices of basic services and 
commodities have risen at a cumulative rate of over 
500 percent. The major powers are seeking to bring 
about a reorientation of the ZANU-PF government 
away from Russia and China and for the opening up 
of the economy to western transnationals. However, 
Emmerson Mnangagwa continues to seek closer ties 
with Moscow and Beijing which offer the possibility 
of investment without further financial indebtedness 
to the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank.

7.9.1. Africa Preferential Trade Area

The 18th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of Heads 
of State and Government of the African Union, held 
in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia in January 2012, adopted 
a decision to establish a Continental Free Trade Area 
[CFTA] by an indicative date of 2017. The Summit 
also endorsed the Action Plan on Boosting Intra-
Africa Trade [BIAT] which identified seven clusters: 
trade policy, trade facilitation, and productive 
capacity, trade related infrastructure, trade finance, 
trade information, and factor market integration. The 
CFTA will bring together fifty-four African countries 
with a combined population of more than one billion 
people and a combined gross domestic product of 
more than US $3.4 trillion. The main objectives of 
the CFTA are to create a single continental market for 
goods and services, with free movement of business 
persons and investments, and thus pave the way 
for accelerating the establishment of the Customs 
Union. 

It will also expand intra-African trade through 
better harmonization and coordination of trade 
liberalization and facilitation and instruments 
across the RECs and across Africa in general. The 
CFTA is also expected to enhance competitiveness 
at the industry and enterprise level through 
exploitation of opportunities for scale production, 
continental market access and better reallocation 
of resources. The establishment of the CFTA and 
the implementation of the Action Plan on Boosting 
Intra-African Trade (BIAT) provide a comprehensive 
framework to pursue a developmental regionalism 
strategy. The former is conceived as a time bound 
project, whereas BIAT is continuous with concrete 
targets to double intra-African trade flows from 
January 2012 and January 2022.

7.9.2. The key Objectives of the CFTA

	 Create a single continental market for goods 
and services, with free movement of business 
persons and investments, and thus pave the 
way for accelerating the establishment of the 
Continental Customs Union and the African 
customs union.

	 Expand intra African trade through better 
harmonization and coordination of trade 
liberalization and facilitation regimes and 
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instruments across RECs and across Africa in 
general.

	 Resolve the challenges of multiple and 
overlapping memberships and expedite the 
regional and continental integration processes.

	 Enhance competitiveness at the industry 
and enterprise level through exploiting 
opportunities for scale production, continental 
market access and better reallocation of 
resources.

The African continental free trade agreement legally 
came into effect at midnight on 30 May 2019, but 
the countries that have signed up have until July to 
work out the details of how it will work. It is only from 
then that we’ll start to see what difference it could 
make. The agreement is aimed at creating a single 
continental market for goods and services with free 
movement of goods, people and investments, similar 
to the European Union. Experts say it will boost trade 
in Africa and strengthen the continent’s position in 
global trade. The UN’s Economic Commission for 
Africa estimates that the agreement has the potential 
to boost intra-Africa trade by 53 per cent. Currently, 
Africa trades far less with itself than it does with the 
rest of the world.

The African Union says if all countries signed up it 
would become the largest free trade area since the 
formation of the World Trade Organisation. The 
trade deal that would create a market of $3 trillion 
and a market of 1.2 billion people with no tariff and 
border restrictions to be enforceable. The deal was 
negotiated over two years before being signed in 
Kigali on 21 March 2018.

8. POPCRU Project in SADC Region and 
Beyond

The 8th National Congress resolved that: “We should 
continue to engage on matters relating to police rights, 
freedom of association and collective bargaining 
within the SADC region and beyond. Indeed true to 
this resolution we have made progress in influencing 
for the unionisation in our sector”. Work has been 
done in Kenya, Namibia, Zambia, Eswatini, Lesotho 
and recently with contacts being made in Mauritius. 
POPCRU continues to make links with like-minded 
organisations even beyond the region as can be seen 
by our contacts with unions in Egypt, Vietnam, 

Cuba and Brazil. There have been a number of 
challenges many of them coming from authorities in 
the countries we work in. 

8.1. Eswatini 

In pursuits of our standing resolution to help in 
the establishment of unions in the region we have 
continued our work in the Kingdom of Eswatini, 
after slowing down over a few years. The 8th National 
Congress resolved that: 

“There should be a strengthening of bargaining 
structures. The Issue of the President of PUDEMO 
who is in prison should enjoy special attention. 
This matter should be sponsored to the level of the 
federation. Organizing a march to the Swaziland 
embassy and embark on other programs that 
aimed at securing the release of political detainees 
in Swaziland”.

The Swaziland Democratic Nurses Union played a 
critical role in reviving contacts between POPCRU 
and the police and correctional unions in Swaziland. 
Between the years 2016-2018 SWADNU played a key 
role in arranging meetings with leaders of the two 
unions, with the federation Trade Union Congress 
of Swaziland-TUCOSWA, Lawyers for Human Rights 
and individual activists. The 12th of April 2018 
marked 45 years since the banning of political parties 
in Swaziland [Eswatini]. PUDEMO as the premier 
liberation movement continues to lead the struggle 
for liberation. Significantly the year also marked 
the 35th anniversary of the liberation movement, 
PUDEMO and 10 years since the assassination 
of PUDEMO Deputy President who was shot in 
Nelspruit while from a COSATU meeting to organize 
a border blockade to mark this day. 

It was also the year of the undemocratic elections 
where political parties remained banned from 
participating. In this regards POPCRU wishes to 
salute the long serving former president of PUDEMO 
Comrade Mario Masuku, who has led the liberation 
movement since 1996; facing the wrath of the Swazi 
Regime. President Masuku stood firm to his political 
conviction despite many arrests and detentions he 
suffered. President Mario is an embodiment of a true 
revolutionary who is not only grounded in principle 
but is also an internationalist. Due to ill health, 
inflicted by the unhealthy conditions he has been 
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subjected to, President Mario did not stand for re- 
election in the last Congress of PUDEMO and was 
unanimously succeeded by a youthful Comrade 
Mlungisi Makhanya. We wish the movement a bright 
future and unity under the new leadership. 

POPCRU worked tirelessly within COSATU and 
supporting the global week of Action for democracy 
in Swaziland until President Mario was released. 
The continuous formation of several political parties 
in that country, with the recent formation of the 
Communist Party of Swaziland [CPS], Swaziland 
Peoples Liberation Movement [SPLM], Swaziland 
National Progressive Party [SNNP], Swaziland 
Democratic Party [SWADEPA], African United 
Democratic Party [AUDP] and many others is an 
indication of the desire of the people to exercise 
free political affiliation and must be supported. It is 
therefore not true that the people of Swaziland do 
not want political parties as the Swazi regime tells 
the world. This must be a cause for concern for the 
whole region as the Kingdom of Eswatini is now the 
only country in the region that does not allow free 
political activity. While the people of South Africa 
have just emerged from free and fair elections, 
people of Eswatini can only imagine what it feels 
like to participate freely in a political system. The 
majority that the people of South Africa have given 
to the African National Congress and President Cyril 
Ramaphosa in the May 8 General Election must also 
be used to help the people of Swaziland attain their 
own freedom. The ANC cannot continue to act as 
if everything is well with our neighbour. President 
Ramaphosa must use his experience in negotiations 
to advance peace and freedom in the region. South 
Africa was assisted by the democratic world to attain 
freedom. It is the least that South Africa can do for the 
people of Eswatini. King Mswati cannot be allowed to 
continue enjoying the company of democratic leaders 
yet his people live under oppression.

COSATU must ensure that together with all its 
affiliates intensify the struggle to promote democracy 
in the region and in particular Swaziland. POPCRU 
will play its role to ensure that the next election in 
Eswatini in 2023 is urging closer to freedom. The call 
for the unbanning of political parties in that country 
is still relevant and POPCRU must participate in 
solidarity activities with the workers of Eswatini in 
their struggle.

POPCRU continues to make progress with the work 
with our sister organisations the Royal Eswatini 
Police Staff Association [REPSA]. The year 2019 saw 
increase interactions with our traditional partners 
the Police and Correctional Services. The Police 
Service Act 2018 which must be celebrated as one 
of the victories our allies have gained offers an 
opportunity for the association to grow. This ACT 
legally establishes the Staff Association. POPCRU 
must celebrate this victory with the REPSA. The 
limitation of the ACT on the association is the clauses 
that give undue interference of the commanders in 
the affairs of the association, yet it stipulates which 
ranks can be members of the association. In this 
regard it is important for leaders and members to 
understand the ACT and how it affects them. The 
police authority (Royal Swaziland Police Command) 
doesn’t seem to be following the Act in dealing with 
the association. 

Equally, there is a lot of lack of understanding by the 
current leadership as to what they must do. There 
is a strong feeling and belief that the leadership 
must get “authority/ permission “to do the work 
of the association. This is an indication of a need 
to build organisational capacity of the association, 
an undertaking POPCRU should continue pledging 
in line with previous congress resolutions. The 
current constitution of the association does limit 
the independence of the association and gives the 
command reasonable if not total control of the affairs 
of the association. This is also made worse by the fact 
that there is generally fear among citizens generally to 
engage in any form that may be deemed to be against 
the establishment. The police have fallen into that 
trap, despite the explicitly right given by the ACT to 
form the association. The association is expected to 
go to its launching congress in September 2019. On 
the other hand the Correctional Services is faced 
with many challenges. 

Since the foiled process of establishing a union 
which was supported by POPCRU there has since 
been a lot of developments. One of those is that the 
Swazi government seeing the unstoppable attempts 
to form a union hastily amended the Prisons ACT 
to allow for the establishment of a Staff Association. 
In the case the union took the government court 
and the court ruled that the two parties must 
go back and negotiate the terms of engagement. 
In the meantime during that period of supposed 
engagements, the prison authorities victimised 
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the leaders of the union through various means. 
Some were transferred, charged and dismissed. The 
positive about the Correctional Services Act 2017 is 
that while not recognising a union but it does allow 
for the establishment of a Staff Association, which 
according to practice and experience as per the input 
of the federation TUCOSWA has the powers to bargain 
as a union. Examples are the Swaziland National 
Association of Teachers –SNAT which is basically 
a union for teachers, the Swaziland National Civil 
Servants Association now called [National Public 
Service and Allied Workers Union-NAPSAWU], the 
Swaziland National Nurses Association now called 
the Swaziland Democratic Nurses Union [SWADNU]. 

The ACT itself does confer the powers to bargain to the 
association and building alliances with likeminded 
organisations.  In part it reads: “A Staff Association 
shall have collective bargaining powers to negotiate 
terms and conditions of service including wages and 
working hours and to represent their members in 
proceedings before the employer….” In the section 
dealing with the independence of the association it 
stipulates that “A staff association as a member of the 
disciplined forces shall have a right to associate with 
associations having similar interests and objectives”. 

Subject to interpretation, the ACT does not limit 
the correctional services to have one association. 
It seems to anticipate the possibility of exercise of 
freedom of association, thus employees choosing to 
form several associations. This is an open window 
to restart properly with a proper organisation 
established in line with the ACT. Besides, the current 
constitution of the association is inconsistent with 
the Act. To strengthen this initiative, lessons from 
other countries such as Zambia and Lesotho where 
interaction with government and commanding 
officers makes the work easier must be explored in 
Eswatini. Attempts to meet with the Commissioner 
of Correctional Services in Eswatini in 2017 were not 
successful. We are hoping that the new Command 
of both the Correctional and Police will be open to 
dialogue; with the understanding that the issue 
of unionisation of establishment of collective 
representation in the forces is not a South African 
issue but an global issue as has be a subject of 
discussion in the International Labour Organisation-
ILO and the World Congress of the International 
Council of Police Representative Associations-
ICPRA. POPCRU is only sharing experiences as the 
most established and globally respected union in the 
correctional and police. 

POPCRU must continue to support this initiative and 
stand ready to be guided by our allies. At no stage 
must POPCRU impose itself but act as requested. 
COSATU must implement its 2008 Congress 
resolutions on Swaziland and the status of PUDEMO 
in South Africa. On the other hand PUDEMO must 
work towards the unity of all progressive forces for 
this resolution to be effective. On the Eswatini Police 
Staff Association, POPCRU will always be available 
to help build capacity. But we will not impose 
ourselves. We will work with our partners and 
play our role. The recent ICPRA Conference in New 
Zealand indicated that we are in the right path, with 
the issue of unionisation taken to the ILO.

Practical support needed: Following our 
engagements with our Swazi counterparts, the 
following areas of support were identified in order 
to build sustainable associations in Police and 
Corrections:

	 Branding and publicity

	 Capacity building of leaders

	 Office infrastructure establishment

	 Administrative support

	 Technical support in terms of deploying staff 
for building institutional capacity

8.2. Lesotho 

The Kingdom of Lesotho is one of the most polarized 
nations in the SADC region and this arrangement has 
impacted badly on its socio-economic development. 
The 2012 polls produced Lesotho’s first coalition 
government that lasted only two and half years due 
to infighting. This coalition of three parties being All 
Basotho Convention [ABC], Lesotho Congress for 
Democracy [LCD] and Basotho National Party [BNP] 
did not agree mostly on policy with the biggest rivals 
being ABC and LCD. The conflict reached climax 
when the police demanded a number of soldiers for 
bombing the homes of the former Commissioner of 
Police Khothatso Tšooana, and Ms Liabiloe Ramoholi 
the former Prime Minister’s wife and another house 
in the vicinity. 

The Deputy Prime Minister and leader of LCD sided 
with the military when the Commander refused to 
hand over the suspects and ultimately the army 
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raided police stations on the 30th August 2014 killing 
one police officer, injuring 23 others and kidnapping 
some. The stalemate between the army and the police 
till today has not been resolved or dealt with amicably. 
The events of this fateful day forced the Prime 
Minister, Minister of Gender Youth and Recreation, 
Commissioner of Police and scores of other senior 
government officials including politicians and soldiers 
to flee the country after the army element has raided 
state house. The conflict was then mediated under 
the auspices of SADC with the South African Deputy 
President Cyril Ramaphosa as the facilitator who 
send Police Commissioner Khothatso Tšooana and 
the Commander LDF Tlali Kamoli as well as the late 
LDF Commander Maaparankoe Mahao to the leave 
of absence. Tšooana was send to Algeria, Mahao to 
South Sudan while Kamoli was left in South Africa 
with no clear reason of mission. The departure of the 
three commanders followed Maseru Security Accord 
signed under SADC supervision. The Prime Minister, 
Minister of Gender and Police Commissioner all 
returned to Lesotho under the South African Special 
Guard. 

The SADC mission in Lesotho then pushed Lesotho 
to another polls in 2015 producing another coalition 
government of seven political parties led by the 
former opposition Democratic Congress [DC] with 
the former PM as the Prime Minister. Post elections 
the three commanders arrived in Lesotho with Mahao 
immediately getting demoted to the rank of Brigadier 
something unpopular in Lesotho. The usual practice 
is retirement not demotion. Nonetheless, Mahao 
was attacked outside his home village Mokema 
by his colleagues from LDF who killed him in cold 
blood. This assassination triggered the enquiry 
into his death with the retired judge from Republic 
of Botswana, Justice Mphaphi Phumaphi leading 
the Commission. The commission made various 
recommendations but the following were glowing: 

(a) That Mahao’s killers be charged. 

(b) That there was no mutiny hence detained 
soldiers be released. 

(c) That Lt. General Tlali Kamoli be relieved of his 
duties as the army commander.

(d) That implicated army personnel be suspended 
while investigations are proceeding.  

The 8th National Congress resolved that:

“We should strengthen solidarity with the unions 
in Lesotho so that it should have a National 
bargaining Council. To properly understand the 
solidarity work, we should invite the members from 
the countries which we are unionizing. We should 
continue with the Political Education of members 
in Lesotho, as they have already been part of our 
Political Schools and Symposia”.

In this regard POPCRU continues to work closely 
with LEPOSA. Over the past term LEPOSA continues 
to grow and gains traction. We have always invited 
them to be part of our national activities; Bargaining 
Conference, Political School, CEC and policy 
Conference. In 2018 they held a CEC under the 
theme “Renaissance”. The theme renaissance would 
mean the rebirth of our labour movement and of 
course the revival. Looking at the current challenges, 
the theme is central to the need to promote the social 
wellbeing of our membership, thus maintaining 
LEPOSA as autonomous and apolitical entity within 
the police force that cannot be used in furtherance 
of partisan objectives. This transition would be of 
paramount importance given Lesotho’s embryonic 
democracy which impact negatively and adversely 
on the union. It is a matter of a common knowledge 
that the dispensation in Lesotho as of now threatens 
the very existence of the Association. Following the 
20 – 22 October, 2016 LEPOSA General Conference 
[GC] held at Thaba-Bosiu, the new National 
Executive Committee was given a new mandate of 
building trust between the police and the army; 
considering the volatility of the security situation in 
that country. The appointment of new Commissioner 
of Police is a positive for police unionisation in that 
the Commissioner is himself a former president of 
LEPOSA. This is something to be celebrated.

POPCRU is concerned though that there has 
developed some poor working relations between 
the office of the Commissioner and LEPOSA. In 
this regard, upon the invitation of our friends with 
the full participation of the Commissioner and his 
management, POPCRU undertook three missions 
in 2018 to have a round table with both LEPOSA 
and the Commissioner’s office. POPCRU cautiously 
threaded the terrain fully aware of the fragile security 
situation in that country. It is a good story to tell that 
after marathon meetings the relations between the 
offices of Commissioner and LEPOSA have improves, 



53

as a follow up mission in early 2019 indicated. It 
is in the interest of both parties to work together 
peacefully. There will be tensions in the line of work 
and that is normal but these must be managed well 
and not be left to destroy the association. 

As a way of engaging with issues affecting 
membership, LEPOSA would be advised to participate 
in the discussions with the police management 
and ministers responsible on the Security Sector 
Reforms [SSR] as this will be a platform to get onto 
the table those matters important top LEPOSA. 
LEPOSA is one of the outstanding achievements 
of POPCRU in the quest to help establish Police 
association/unions in the continent. The political 
situation in Lesotho is always volatile and police find 
themselves embroiled in the political quagmire in 
the country; as political administrations come and 
go. Nonetheless our partners have tried to maintain 
a level of discipline, growth and resilience that is 
required of a police association. LEPOSA is strategic 
partner of POPCRU and POPCRU has invested a lot 
in its growth. POPCRUs return on investment in 
LEPOSA is the continued growth and existence of 
LEPOSA. Also, the two organisations are members of 
the WFTU family. On its part LEPOSA is now helping 
with the development of the Royal Swaziland Police 
Association.

8.2.1. LEPOSA CEC 25-27 October 2018

The Central Executive Committee was attended by 
more than 130 delegates from all the regions of the 
association. It was further graced by the presence and 
address by the National Commissioner of Police and 
the minister responsible for police. Internationally it 
was attended by POPCRU, BOPEU, NAPSAWU and 
the Royal Swaziland Police Staff Association. There 
was also a number of local; unions that attended 
the CEC and gave messages of solidarity. All the 
local unions that addressed the CEC alluded to the 
strength and organisational capacity of LEPOSA and 
challenged LEPOSA to work with them in building 
a strong union movement in Lesotho. There was 
though a glaring absence of all the federations, 
which indicated that there is very little relationship 
or collaboration with any of the federations. Even 
the unions that attended did not belong to any 
federation. Issues that formed much of the debate 
in the CEC were among others demands raised by 
LEPOSA, which are:

	 Review of Risk allowance, Pension funds, 
retirement plans and other benefits. 

	 A 6% increase which the police have not 
received while all other public employees have 
got it. 

	 Uniforms: there are security companies that 
use uniforms similar to police thus confusing 
community. This called for the regulation of 
private security in the country. 

	 Maternity leave: female officers are not given all 
the money they are supposed to get when they 
are on leave, yet there is no known agreement 
or law that suggests that is legal. LEPOSA will 
engage with the relevant offices and ministries 
especially the Ministry of Finance and that of 
Public Service Administration to establish the 
legality of these deductions. 

	 Promotions: And the contentious issue of 
promotions and transfers: LEPOSA alleges 
that the Lesotho Mounted Police Services 
[LMPS] arbitrarily effect promotions without 
consultations. While the Act allows the 
commissioner to do so, as stakeholders in the 
service LEPOSA feels must be consulted of the 
processes. 

	 Court challenges against police management; 
this issue has been the thorn in the 
relationship between the police management 
and the LEPOSA, with the latter challenging 
the manner in which the promotions have been 
effected. Court challenges are still ongoing, 
with one case already won by the association, 
where all those that were irregularly promoted 
now having to go back to their former ranks. 

	 A rival association is being formed; Delegates 
vowed to defend LEPOSA and work to make 
it strong. The CEC noted that LEPOSA must 
raise the bar in representing workers and 
raising issues that are of interest to police. 

	 Strained relations between the management 
and LEPOSA; This resulted in POPCRU being 
invited to Lesotho in three separate missions 
to mediate on the impasse and have frank 
bilateral with our ally, LEPOSA. 

	 In this regard, POPCRU appreciates the 
willingness of current National Commissioner 
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[NC] of Police in Lesotho to engage with 
LEPOSA. This is a positive gesture in ensuring 
good working relations going forward.

	 POPCRU dispatched a delegation to Lesotho 
led by the 1st Deputy president Comrade 
Khehla Masemola and the 2nd Deputy General 
Secretary Cde Nomalanga Mabokela. The 
approach that POPCRU took to the mission 
was to listen to both sides and help find a 
solution without taking sides. Meetings were 
held with the two groups and eventually held a 
joint meeting with both.

The LMPS management under the leadership of the 
NC is open to negotiations and engagement with 
LEPOSA. Right from the time of assuming the office, 
the NC has indicated to LEPOSA that the door is 
open. The office of the commissioner is very much 
open for negotiations and wants cordial relations 
with LEPOSA. No commissioner wants to lead a 
divided force. The two parties must work together. 
While that is true, the NC and all commanders have a 
responsibility to maintain order within the police and 
that is what they account about to the politicians. 
POPCRU has a vested interest in the development 
and growth of LEPOSA. It is an organisation close 
to our hearts and we will do anything to see them 
survive. There should be no hostility. Issues will 
come up now and again but that must not create a 
hostile environment. 

POPCRU acknowledges that the issues are important 
especially the concern for the security of the country. 
If there are gaps, this may open space for enemies 
and that is not a good situation for the country 
and the region. Lesotho and South Africa are good 
neighbours and all must ensure that there is peace 
and stability in the country especially among its 
security forces. In an effort to foster healthy working 
relations, LEPOSA committed to act towards 
normalisation. There is nothing personal in all 
these. The association has nothing against the NC 
actually proud that the association has produced 
the first Commissioner. The detailing of this exercise 
is intended to demonstrate that LEPOSA is growing 
and is at work and the challenges they are facing are 
normal and consistent with an organisation at their 
stage. What is important is for POPCRU to appreciate 
that indeed the effort to help our neighbour have 
a collective representative voice is bearing fruit. 
Congress must guide how POPCRU continues to 

invest in building a stable Association in Lesotho. 
This is in line with our resolution of unionisation in 
the region. 

	 LEPOSA will also reconstitute its bargaining 
team. 

	 Both parties would try by all means to avoid 
dealing with organisational issues in courts. 

	 Working with Deputy Commissioner 
Administration and POPCRU develop a joint 
training session on bargaining; with the help 
of partner organisations. 

	 A trust building exercise must be undertaken 
by both parties

	 Capacity building of LEPOSA leadership at 
all levels.  This must be done as a matter of 
urgency in order to save LEPOSA.

Practical support needed

In pursuant of the resolution, different forms 
of support have been rendered to our partners. 
Required support is:

	 Capacity building of leaders

	 Training in bargaining 

	 Mediation process

8.3. Botswana 

POPCRU participated in events organised by BOPEU; 
the CEC meeting in 2017 and General Congress in 
2019. POPCRU noted the internal challenges faced by 
BOPEU which among others include power wrangling 
and divisions. POPCRU is concerned at these new 
developments with the latest being the suspension of 
the President and General Secretary. POPCRU has a 
responsibility in helping our ally BOPEU but we will 
not impose ourselves. When called upon to assist we 
will. 

8.4. Zambia 

POPCRU started working with the Zambia Union 
of government Employees-UG 7 years ago. When 
the relationship started the union [UG] had no 
membership but a vision of a group of less than 
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30 activists who constituted the National Council. 
A vision of a progressive, worker controlled and 
internationalist outlook; which shall be the home for 
all public employees in Zambia rallying behind the 
slogan “if you are not in UG, you are not organised”. 

POPCRU believed in the vision of the leadership 
and invested in the building of UG both politically 
and otherwise. Since then POPCRU has helped the 
union grow, sharing experiences, guiding and also 
learning from them. Our allies in Zambia continue 
to grow recording this year a membership of 23 000 
while by their 2nd Congress in 2017 they were at 
12000. A number of activities have been held jointly. 
These include exchange visits, attendances to CEC, 
Conferences, political school. UG is growing into the 
most influential and fastest growing union in Zambia. 
We are proud of the contribution we have made, 
which is in line with our resolution of unionisation 
in the region. 

On invitation by UG, POPCRU visited Zambia to engage 
with the Police and Correctional Commissioners in 
2016. These meetings with the Inspector General 
of Police and the Inspector General of Correctional 
Services were very successful and were followed by 
the Zambian government and unions jointly visiting 
POPCRU for bilateral. These visits happened at a 
critical time in Zambia, with the election campaign 
underway and with a lot of uncertainty with the 
incoming leadership. While the Patriotic Front which 
is the ruling party is friendly to workers there were 
some South African opposition parties working with 
the opposition in Zambia, most notably the DA and 
NUMSA whose actions made our work difficult being 
viewed with suspicion. This visit was also used 
to make a courtesy call to Dr Kenneth Kaunda, a 
recipient of the Gregory Rockman Award whom we 
briefed on the work we are doing in Zambia. Dr 
Kaunda advised “it is not going to be easy. But 
if you do the right thing and you fail, you must 
continue. One day, you will succeed”. Our work 
was also supported by the Zambia Federation of 
Trade Unions and the embassy of South Africa in 
Zambia; who advised us on how we can implement 
the project without harming the good neighbourly 
bilateral relations between our two governments.

8.4.1. Exchange programme with Zambia 
Union of Government Employees and 
government, March 2017

POPCRU working together with our ally in Zambia, 
UG hosted a high powered delegation from Zambia. 
The visit by the Zambian delegation was a culmination 
of months of work that POPCRU has done in that 
country. The programme was also supported by the 
PSCBC as technical and expert service. The delegation 
was representative of unions in the public sector 
and also senior government officials. The Zambian 
Delegation was led by The Permanent Secretary in 
the Ministry of Public Service Mr Boniface Chimbwali 
and also the Deputy Commissioner of the Zambian 
Police Service Mr. Biemba Musole. Of significance 
is that Mr Chimbwali is the highest ranking Civil 
Servant in Zambia. This was an indication that our 
interactions were taken seriously in Zambia. 

8.4.2. State of Collective Bargaining in 
Zambia

The exchange looked at the state of Collective 
Bargaining in Zambia. The PS made a very important 
contribution to the engagements unpacking the 
state of Bargaining in the public sector in Zambia. 
Currently unions bargain individually and the 
Public Service Management Division [PSMD] which 
he leads is responsible for negotiation with unions. 
This consumes lot of time and resources. In most 
instances when they bargain they consider the long 
term sustainability of the wage bill. As such it is 
possible for employees in various departments to get 
different wages as negotiated by the unions. There 
is however a problem of free riders who then come 
to claim the benefits as achieved by a particular 
union while they are not members.  Presentations 
by unions highlighted that they have since realised 
that bargaining separately weakens them. Now 
they are starting to unite when they go negotiating 
especially where there are areas of common interest. 
They have taken time to realise this and build 
relations among themselves. The uniformed workers 
are not unionised but the civilians in the forces 
are unionises. They have been able to negotiate a 
good funeral scheme for their members. It is also 
important that unions in the public sector in the 
region have a common approach to negotiations 
because most of the government adopt a similar 
approach. Regional integration is important to future 
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stability in the public sector. Perhaps in the coming 
years, the PSCBC can facilitate a regional bargaining 
forum for all SADC countries. That will help lead of 
a SADC Protocol on Collective bargaining. This may 
then be extended even to the private sector to ensure 
there is no exploitation of workers by same company 
in different countries. Adopt same labour standards 
and practices. 

8.4.3. Lessons from Botswana

The Presentation by PSCBC dwelt on unpacking the 
Collective Bargaining model used in South Africa; 
locating the establishment of the council in law 
and that the constitution protects this noble cause. 
It further outlined how the council is constituted, 
funded and how independence is maintained. 
Lesson of the Botswana attempt was also referred to 
and that this Zambian initiative must not fail. There 
are lessons from Botswanan that we must take into 
consideration. The delegation was further exposed 
to facilitate processes in bargaining which gave 
another angle of dispute resolution and reaching 
amicable agreements. While there are differences 
in the bargaining systems in the two countries this 
process revealed that there are also similarities. 
The trade unions on the other side always feel that 
government comes with fixed positions and the 
governments always feel the workers come with 
unreasonable demands. In the interest of everyone, 
there is consensus that there must be sustainability 
and healthy relations between the two parties. 

8.4.4. The case of unionisation in the 
Criminal Justice Cluster in Zambia

The 8th National Congress resolved that: “The work 
of launching a workers union in our sector should 
continue in Zambia. Its particular and immediate focus 
should be to strengthen the promotion of Employees’ 
Health and Wellness. The issue of strengthening of 
the borders should dovetail with the processes that 
other countries in the SADC are doing so that there 
is synergy”. In this regards POPCRU working with 
our allied union, the UG has started the process 
of engaging authorities towards unionisation. Slow 
progress is being made. 

In April 2019, we were to have hosted a delegation 
from the Zambia Police Services but the mission 

was cancelled at the eleventh hour. We will continue 
with the work. Our interaction with the authorities 
there revealed that the Police Act of Zambia under 
section 65-Subsidiary legislation the Zambian 
Police Association Regulations provides for the 
establishment of the association. The commanding 
officers cannot lead the establishment process, 
it is the duty of junior officers to do so and those 
that by the law are supposed to be members of 
the association. Once the issue is brought to the 
commanding officers officially, following the right 
channels there is no way it will be refused because 
it is covered in law.  Junior officers must read the 
act. It will be important that even as the process 
starts the law is followed to the latter because others 
may want to interdict the process on the basis that 
it is not according to law, thus delaying it or even 
putting it under unnecessary scrutiny, which other 
politicians may want to even reverse the law. 

Many politicians are not even aware of this act and 
may see it as a threat to national security as they 
always argue. In this regard, the establishment of 
the Police and Correctional Association must be our 
main preoccupation in Zambia in the coming term. 
To achieve this, POPCRU must deploy experienced 
organisers who may have to be based in Zambia for 
weeks doing the spade work and advising UG, meeting 
relevant authorities and setting up organisational 
infrastructure. 

8.4.5. Building self-sustainability of UG

As part from building sustainability of our ally, 
POPCRU has facilitated meetings between UG and 
the POPCRU Group of Companies (PGC) to provide 
technical support towards establishing a business 
wing. At a later stage we will report on progress 
as there are a lot of processes to follow in Zambia. 
Sustainability will help UG to be independent and be 
able to represent members without fear; while also 
providing alternative benefits to members. 

8.5. Zimbabwe 

The people of Zimbabwe went through a relatively 
free and fair elections, the first after President 
Mugabe was removed from power. With all the 
challenges that Zimbabwe faced, President Mugabe 
can still be remembered for the role he played during 
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the struggle against colonialism and the freedom of 
the African people. It is now an opportunity for the 
new leadership under President Mnangagwa to lead 
the country forward to peace and economic stability. 
POPCRU will always be on the side of the workers 
of Zimbabwe and will continue to participate where 
necessary in the activities of the Zimbabwe Solidarity 
Forum. Of concern is the seemingly rising impatience 
and urge to resort to violence during political 
activities as seen in what appeared to have been an 
assassination attempt on the President Mnangagwa; 
and the subsequent killing of protesters after the 
election results were announced. SADC leaders 
must ensure a peaceful transition in Zimbabwe and 
secure stability for the region.

8.6. The 5th International Symposium 
[Namibia]

Following the last symposium held in Zambia, 
there has been a lot of work in preparing for the 5th 
International symposium. Namibia was identified as 
a potential country to host. Led by a former liberation 
movement with close bilateral ties with the ANC, and 
with the National Union of Namibian Workers which 
has close bilateral relations with COSATU it was a 
reasonable choice. We undertook several missions 
to Namibia. Several meetings were held with the 
leadership of the trade union in that country. These 
meetings were mainly intended to make assessment 
of progress made in our attempt to hold the next 
International symposium in Namibia. Meeting were 
coordinated with the National Union of Namibian 
workers-NUNW on 6th of June 2017 in Windhoek, 
on the sides of the Africa Solidarity Conference with 
Cuba. Strengthening POPCRU delegation was 2nd 
Deputy President of COSATU, Zingiswa Losi. There 
had seemed to be little confusion regarding the roles of 
POPCRU Research unit and partnership with LaRRI. 
We did stress that as a matter of political principle 
we will deal with forces aligned to the liberation 
movement hence our persistent engagement with 
NUNW and allied organisations; hence we are still 
committed that we want to hold the next symposium 
in Windhoek. There were genuine fears raised by 
the Namibian comrades, first citing legislation and 
political fears; which are standard in any country. 
The lack of understanding of how a union in the 
sector operates was a key issue.  

It emerged that the correctional service officials from 
Namibia had at some point come to South Africa to 
exchange notes with their counterparts. The issues 
coming out of the bilateral regarding challenges faced 
by workers in the sector are similar to our own and 
there was an agreement that indeed we can work 
together at various levels to see what can be done 
to improve working relations. After considerations, 
we concluded that the political dynamics in Namibia 
at the time would not allow us to be able to hold 
the symposium on the dates we had planned [May/ 
June 2018] and felt that the symposium must 
be postponed. In line with the new strategy, the 
symposium will now he held in 2022. We must 
indicate we have not closed the door on Namibia. We 
will still engage. But options will have to be explored. 
Countries that may have to be considered are: 

	 Mauritius, where there is some form of an 
association which is being investigated. The 
Minister of Public Administration on the sides 
of the GSEA Annual Conference was amicable 
to the idea of considering hosting. In this case, 
our allies in Mauritius the GSEA will be critical 
in facilitating the process.

	 Eswatini where after many years of struggle 
there with our comrades there is a new law, 
the Police Act 2018 and Correctional Services 
Act 2017 which grant the right to form a Police 
Association and Correctional Staff Association, 
respectively. The Royal Eswatini Police 
Staff Association and the Correctional Staff 
Association will be engaged and hosting the 
symposium there if the country’s authorities 
agree will bolster the process and give 
confidence to our comrades.

	 Malawi where lots of groundwork had already 
been covered towards the hosting of the 4th 
symposium which was derailed due to political 
instability in that country.

The Symposium remains one of our flagship 
international projects and we are proud that over 
the last term we have seen progress as fruits of the 
previous symposia. It must still be pursued for us to 
achieve our goal of unionisation.
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8.7. Kenya

Kenya as a country is strategic in the geopolitical 
scheme in Africa. It is one of the largest trading 
partners with South Africa. The main trade union 
federation KOTU-Kenya has good relations with our 
COSATU. A few years back the police officers there 
took the matter of unionisation to the courts. They 
successfully challenged the matter and they won the 
case for unionisation. Unfortunately after winning 
the case, the morale went down and the project was 
abandoned. 

Progress: We revisited the country by making 
new contacts with the Kenya Union of Judiciary 
Workers-KUJW who are assisting us reconnect 
with the Kenya Police activists. A planned visit to 
that country was cancelled following rise in security 
concerned which manifested in bombings of public 
places such as hotels, the recent one being the 
bombing of the DusitD2 Hotel Complex in January 
2019 where 19 people died. This was followed by the 
invasion of the Westgate Shopping Mall in which 
gunmen killed 71 people and the Garissa University 
College (2015) where gunmen killed 148 people. These 
events prompted us to postpone our engagements 
in Kenya. Despite these setbacks, the prospect of 
unionisation in that country is more likely if the court 
judgement is followed and we intensify our relations 
with the Kenya Police Staff Association and the 
KUJW. We will continue working on the project and 
we hope in the next congress we will report positive 
progress.

9. Building and Strengthening Bilateral 
Relations 

9.1. Africa Diaspora Forum 

We initiated talks with the Africa Diaspora Forum 
which acts as an umbrella body for African 
associations in the country. The intention was to be 
able to link up and be part of community struggles 
against xenophobia and discrimination. POPCRU 
has a big role to win the confidence of communities 
including foreign nationals in our members while 
in uniform; wherein foreign national sometimes 
feel are unfairly treated by police. In this regard, 
there is work that is being done with the SAPS and 
other government departments. POPCRU has a 
leading role to play in ensuring our members and 

communities join hands to fight against xenophobia; 
which in many instances is being high jacked by 
criminal elements. On the same breadth we call on 
the Department of Home Affairs to ensure proper 
documentation of non-South African nationals. In 
the fight against xenophobia [Afrophobia] the ANC 
government must deliver on the socio-economic 
promises it has made to our people, as these fights 
have class content where the working class compete 
for the scarce resources available. 

9.2. Celebrating 20 years of bilateral 
relations between Cuba and South 
Africa

POPCRU participated in this event hosted by 
the department of International Relations and 
Cooperation jointly with the Embassy of Cuba. 
The event was addressed by South Africa’s Deputy 
Minister of International Relations and Cooperation, 
Mr Luwellyn Landers and his counterpart from 
Cuba. The event was to look back at the progress 
made in the relations and what can be done going 
forward and the strengthening of economic ties. This 
was building on the relations formed during the anti-
apartheid struggle where Cuba played a crucial role. 
The event also honoured the exemplary leadership of 
Former President Nelson Mandela and Fidel Castro.

9.3. Visit to CTC Offices

Our visit to the Central Workers Federation of Cuba 
[CTC] head offices was to get more details on current 
programmes for solidarity that can be carried out. 
The main issue on the table now is to raise the issue 
of US breaking international law by sponsoring and 
allowing subversive broadcasting against a sovereign 
state from its soil, using its infrastructure. There 
must be a campaign to expose and rally against 
the funding of groups to destabilise Cuba, and the 
continuing campaign against the embargo. Unions 
from around the world must link up with their 
Cuban counterparts to develop joint programmes in 
their sectors, build capacity, ideological development 
and international trade union movement. 
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9.4. Meeting with French delegation from 
the CGT

POPCRU discussed possible bilateral with French 
unions. They are not affiliated to WFTU but are 
considering it. They showed interest in working with 
POPCRU and share experiences in unionisation in 
the Police and how this can be built into a global 
campaign through the ILO and other relevant 
forum. This presented an opportunity to expand our 
relations. We must also expand to French speaking 
countries to advance our work.

9.5. Cuba Union of Civil Defence

POPCRU consolidated relations with the 80 000 
member Civil Defence Union of Cuba.  POPCRU was 
well received, the union celebrated its 45 years in 
2017 and they are part of this congress. This union 
is very strategic in the Latin American region and 
the Caribbean as POPCRU continues to establish 
strategic relations around the world. They are an 
affiliate of the CTC which has relations with COSATU. 

9.6. Research exchange Programme

We have identified that the research unit can 
strengthen our international work. In order to 
sharpen our understanding of working conditions 
of police, prisons and traffic officers in the region, 
POPCRU through our research unit conducted a joint 
research with the Labour and Research Resources 
Institute [LaRRI] of Namibia. This is also part of our 
work to implement our resolutions to help build 
unions in our sectors in the region and continent. 

Progress: a full research project was undertaken 
and a joint report was produced by POPCRU 
Research and LaRRI.  We hope to build on this work 
and extend it to other countries where we do work 
in order to strengthen our bilateral but also help us 
to understand facts relating to conditions in those 
countries. 

9.7. COSATU-NGL-Ghana TUC Trilateral 

POPCRU participated in the COSATU led Trilateral 
involving the Nigeria Labour Congress and Ghana 
Trade Union Congress. The significance of the 

trilateral is that it opens our spheres of engagements 
with trade unions in the rest of the continent as these 
three federations are the largest and most influential 
in the continent. The trilateral also offered affiliates 
to make independent links with allied unions across 
the three countries. In this forum provided by our 
federation, POPCRU is independently making 
contacts with unions in Nigeria and Ghana. The 2019 
Trilateral was held in Ghana on 31 July -6 August.

9.8. Canada Police Conference

The Canadian Police Association-CPA hosted its 
Biennial conference in Toronto. POPCRU was invited 
to make an input. This forum brought police unions 
and associations from around the world. It was an 
opportunity for POPCRU to build more relations, 
share our experiences and learn from other 
developed unions in our sector. The Canadian Police 
Association is the most organised in the world and 
very influential globally on Police issues. POPCRU 
will in the coming term be direct in building bilateral 
relations with the CPA.

9.9. COSATU International School

The federation convened a three day International 
School in Boksburg. POPCRU sent a delegation of 
four to participate. The school discussed number 
of issues including migration, the meaning and 
significance of the emergence of BRICS in the trade 
union movement and the struggle to change the 
global balance of power in favour of the workers; The 
Roadmap to value addition of our natural resources 
for regional integration, industrialisation and job 
creation in Africa and Workers struggles against 
coups in Brazil and Venezuela and what they mean 
for left forces in Latin America and the world, in view 
of intensified imperialist aggression to mention but a 
few. The School among the many resolutions taken 
highlighted the crisis in Venezuela, Brazil and Latin 
America mean for working class solidarity and our 
struggle against imperialism in the era of sustained 
global economic crisis and declared that: 

	 We need to rebuild a cohesive, robust and wide-
reaching international solidarity movement that 
brings together all forces committed to change, 
affirming the right to self-determination and 
development, democracy and justice for all
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	 The aim of the movement shall be to unite and 
raise mass education and awareness on issues 
of international solidarity and justice, but also 
coordinate a public wide movement and debate 
around them.

	 We need to be decisive & radically transform our 
economies so that it serves the poor, instead 
of serving the few elites and multinational 
companies.

	 Have exchange dialogues & programmes as 
developing countries in order to map a similar 
progressive economic agenda for development.

	 Appreciate our own geo political strategic 
position & increase our active involvement and 
role in SADC solidarity entities as a starting 
point.

	 Build regional integration through people-
to-people initiatives, cultural activities that 
unite our people in order to build confidence & 
consciousness of our people in reality

	 In international forums, we need to speak in 
solidarity with one voice.

	 Consider Convening an International 
Solidarity Conference of challenged countries 
to strengthen these countries & learn from one 
another.

	 Build a united front of popular forces for 
democracy, self-determination, environmental 
rights and social justice to push back the 
frontiers of imperialist spaces in our various 
countries, by affirming the dignity of the people.

9.10. Annual Israeli Apartheid Week 

The 8th National Congress resolved to on the following:

	 Continue to influence COSATU to develop a 
campaign for the isolation of apartheid Israel.

	 Campaign against the economic blockage 
of Palestine by Israel and further extend the 
campaign to US regarding funding of Israel in 
its acts of Genocide.

	 Have Israel war criminals to be prosecuted.

In this regards POPCRU continues to supports and 

participate in the annual Israeli Apartheid Week 
[IAW] and actively participated in initiatives aimed 
at highlighting the continued oppression perpetrated 
against the plight of Palestinians by the ruthless 
Israeli government. This campaign is part of the 
initiatives through which our structures participate 
across the country to raise awareness and offer 
solidarity with the peace-loving people of Palestine. 

Progress: We commend our ANC led government for 
listening to our call for the downgrading the Israeli 
embassy which in an act of diplomatic reciprocity, 
the Israeli government also downgraded our 
embassy in Tel Aviv.  South Africa must completely 
sever ties with the apartheid Israeli government 
that continues to illegally occupy Palestinian land 
through the extension of settlements; a government 
that imprisons and tortures women and children; 
a government that has intentionally defied basic 
human rights for Palestinians. We condemn the 
unilateral location of the USA embassy in East 
Jerusalem which is a contested territory. By so doing 
the Trump administration is fuelling the tension. 
This unprecedented provocative action is now being 
followed by the right wing government of Brazil. 
This global campaign is coordinated by the Boycott 
Disinvestment and Sanctions – BDS.

9.11. Bilateral with [Uniano de Negros Pela 
Ingualdade] UNEGRO and CTB Bahia, 
Brazil 

Meetings were held with the CTB discussing issues 
related to the strengthening of unions in the BRICS 
countries and deepening ideological offensive to 
defend the gains of the progressive governments. 
Lessons of the bank ownership in Brazil, with the 
federal bank the equivalent of the reserve bank being 
100% owned by the state is something to take into 
the debates in the country about the nationalisation 
of banks. The bilateral also gave more details of the 
Brazil coup sponsored by the USA and its puppets. 
The political reforms now implemented by the 
surrogate regime are reversing all the gains of the 
revolutionary government. The election next year will 
be an opportunity to regain all that has been lost. 
The CTB and many progressive movements support 
the Workers Party [WP] in the 2018 elections and 
are all out campaigning for victory. The onslaught 
on Brazil is not only affecting the workers but the 
whole country. The reactionary puppet government 
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is now privatising all major institutions including 
the banks.  The political reforms they have put in 
place seek to eliminate smaller parties and maintain 
private financing of political campaigns which will 
ensure that the puppets get millions from the west 
in their campaigns without accounting that has paid 
for them. The right wing government are reversing 
the gains which were made by the Lula government 
of the Workers Party. 

9.12. The World Working Women congress 
of the WFTU 

This Congress took place on 8 – 10 March 2018, 
in Panama City, Panama, paying tribute to the 8th 
March Day; a very special day for women who fought 
for equal rights in work, society and life. Dozens 
of woman delegates from every corner of the world 
participated in the debates and the planning of the 
future actions of the WFTU in the struggles for the 
rights of the female workers. The Congress which was 
hosted by the Central Nacional de Trabajadores de 
Panama “CNTP”, was inaugurated with the greeting 
message of the General Secretary of the “CNTP” and 
WFTU Vice-President, cde Alfredo Grael Anino, and 
continued with the inputs of the various countries. 
The WFTU General Secretary, cde George Mavrikos, 
presented the principal activities of WFTU for the 
year and the importance of the participation of the 
working women in the life and action of their trade 
unions and of WFTU. Among the cultural events of 
the Congress was the projection of a documentary 
about the life of the great Panamanian woman 
militant Marta Matamoros, WFTU Vice-President, 
who dedicated her life in the struggle for the rights of 
the working women. The congress looked into details 
the state of women across the globe. The World 
Federation of Trade Unions, since its foundation, 
has organized struggles and activities for working 
women equality, for their awakening and for the 
improvement of their position in all areas of their 
social life. Since its foundation in October 1945, it 
has organized many working women congresses, as 
well as various activities and militant initiatives. 

The demands for women equality, for equal pay for 
equal work, for pregnancy and childbirth leave, for 
respect for the women personality, for the protection 
against prostitution and human trafficking, were first 
written on the banners and communications of the 
WFTU. The class-oriented trade union movement is 

proud of its struggles and efforts for the emancipation 
and the social recognition of working women. The 
WFTU and its affiliated trade unions were the first 
ones to appoint female cadres to important positions 
within the life and activity of Trade Unions, with a 
substantial and not a decorative role. The WFTU was 
the first to call upon women and men for joint class-
oriented struggles against the capitalist exploitation 
and the aggression of monopolies and of cartels. 

Nowadays, the capitalists along with their 
governments want to eliminate all that we achieved 
over the last decades with struggles. They are taking 
away our rights and gains regarding our life, work, 
pensions, health, education etc. They want to turn 
again the workers to modern slaves who will work 
with no rights. The multinationals exploit young 
workers, young women, and young girls in order to 
increase their profits. The IMF, the World Bank, the 
World Trade Organisation, demand more and more 
anti-labour measures against young women. 

The historic 17th Trade Union Congress of WFTU, 
held in Durban highlighted in its conclusions that 
working women belong to the group of most affected 
workers by the crisis, and sets objectives for the 
abolition of discriminations against women and for 
the protection of maternity. Nowadays, the women’s 
participation in work reaches 49.6%, while the one 
of men is of 71.6% at world level. Women face a 
higher unemployment rate, while they make up the 
majority of workers in informal employment. Both in 
high and in low income countries, women work less 
hours in paid work and they undertake at a greater 
scale [two and a half times more than men] unpaid 
domestic work, the care of children and the elderly 
of their family. 

All over the world, women represent 40% of the 
labour force and 57% of part-time workers, which 
in turn translates in a limited access to social and 
maternity protection services. The economic crisis 
of the last years which deteriorated even more all 
workers’ life, made working women more exposed to 
unemployment, underemployment, to the abolition 
of health benefits and services for them and for 
their children. Under these circumstances, working 
women present a lower participation in the organized 
struggles through their trade unions [40%, CES 
2012], which makes their present situation even 
more difficult. The wars, waged for the interests of 
the big monopolies, create millions of refugees, 50% 
of whom are women and girls who run the risk of 
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violence, prostitution and abuse, during their travel 
and upon arrival at the destination countries. 

Poverty and imperialist wars are being utilised by 
new-fascist, racist and xenophobic forces, for their 
immergence in many countries of the planet. The acute 
problems of working women can be solved through 
the organized struggle for their rights, through the 
struggle for the abolition of man by man exploitation. 
In this context, the WFTU Working Women Congress 
invites you to actively participate in its works, in 
the exchange of experience and in the discussion 
on the problems that women of the working class 
face worldwide, as well as in the resolution specific 
measures that we have to take in the near future in 
order to address working women problems and to 
improve their working and life conditions. The World 
Working Women Congress concluded its works by the 
presentation of its conclusions and by the election 
of the new WFTU Working Women’s Committee. We 
congratulate Cde Khanye Mathalepo Grace from 
National Union of Mines [NUM] South Africa who is 
the new coordinator of the committee.

9.13. Meeting with Vietnam Embassy

A courtesy meeting was held with the Embassy of 
Venezuela in Pretoria to establish relations and get 
information on progressive unions to relate with in 
that country. The Ambassador promised to facilitate 
interactions and inform us of activities back in that 
country that may be of interest to us. Vietnam had 
hosted the last Presidential Council of the WFTU 
before the World Trade Union Congress held in 
Durban. 

9.14. Meeting with Venezuela embassy

Regular meetings with the embassy of Venezuela were 
held. The discussions emerged with the following: 

	 Venezuela has resolved to establish a solidarity 
structure in South Africa and a coordinating 
structure has been established. POPCRU is 
going to formally requested to participate. 

	 The embassy can consider conducting basic 
Spanish lessons for our activists at the 
embassy. 

	 This is a positive achievement which will 
improve our work in that country and similar 
countries.

9.15. Meeting with new Ambassador of Cuba 
in South Africa

The 8th National Congress resolved on the following:

	 To campaign against the economic blockade of 
Cuba by USA.

	 Call for Bricks countries and other progressive 
nations to provide economic support to Cuba.

	 We campaign for USA to release the remainder 
of the political detainees and withdrawal of the 
USA from Guantanamo Bay.

Pursuant to this resolution POPCRU has done a lot 
of work around Cuba. Among the many solidarity 
activities, POPCRU met with the ambassadors 
of Cuba on several occasions. The meeting with 
new Ambassador, was a familiarisation process 
and to develop a working relationship with the 
new ambassador. The developments in Cuba were 
unpacked and the ambassador thanked POPCRU for 
the role played in the solidarity with Cuba, including 
but not limited to the campaign for the release of the 
Cuban 5 heroes, participation in the International 
solidarity Conference, campaigns against the 
embargo and the illegal occupation of Guantanamo 
Bay by the USA. On its part POPCRU committed to 
continue supporting the Cuban revolution to the 
end. Cuba remains an inspiration to many and is 
a demonstration of the resilience of the socialist 
project. We also welcomed the release of the Cuban 
5 heroes for whom we participated in the global 
campaign for their release. Today, one of the heroes 
Fernando Gonzales is the president of the Cuban 
Institute of Friendship with the Peoples [ICAP] which 
facilitates study tours and solidarity activities with 
Cuba. 

9.16. Interaction with ILO Regional Office

In our effort to strengthen our work we made contact 
with the ILO Pretoria office with a view to build our 
capacity in understanding relevant ILO Conventions 
in our project.  The planned workshop was not 
successful but must still be held in future. The 
intention was to workshop on the following:

	 ILO Convention 87, which is the corner-stone 
for freedom of association and the right to 
organise contains a provision [article 9.1] that 
effectively allow governments to set their own 
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standards on these fundamental rights for 
police officers. In simple terms this means that 
internationally agreed minimum standards 
do not automatically apply to police officers 
across the world.

	 ILO Convention 98 concerning the application 
of the principles of the right to organise and to 
bargain collectively contains a provision [article 
5.1] that provides that the extent to which the 
guarantees provided for in this Convention 
applying to the police shall be determined by 
governments.

	 ILO Convention 154 concerning the promotion 
of collective bargaining also contains a 
provision [Article 1.2] that provides the 
guarantees provided by this Convention 
applying to the police may be determined by 
governments. However in 2013 a committee of 
experts in the case of Norway – Definitive report 
368 determined that if a government HAS 
NOT explicitly determined standards for the 
police [and armed forces] that the provisions of 
Conventions 98 and 154 do apply. 

It should also be noted that unless any Convention 
explicitly states otherwise, the provisions do apply to 
police. Despite this, there is no one single convention 
anywhere in the world that defines a minimum set of 
rights for police officers and the armed forces.

10. The Demon of Xenophobia

A big misinformation itinerary had been doing rounds 
in social media over xenophobic violence against 
foreign nationals, particularly African nationals. 
This had been a big story in the country during 
August/ September 2019. There were numerous 
videos and photos purportedly showing the violence. 
But do these visuals reflect what really is happening 
in South Africa, a video was distributed widely on 
WhatsApp showing a building on fire and individuals 
jumping or falling from the roof. People sending 
it were claiming that it was from South Africa. 
However, the truth is that the building was the city 
of Surat in West India. The fire in the said building 
took place in May 2019. Another footage was posted 
showing a man being burnt alive. The man was 
accused of robbing a woman’s handbag. Many who 
were sharing the video on WhatsApp claimed it was 
part of the currently ongoing xenophobia violence in 

South Africa. Conversely, it was actually the footage 
reported in January 2019 from Johannesburg. Social 
media is awash with graphic photos and videos that 
appear to stoke tensions and uncertainly in the 
country. And many peoples find it a little bit hard to 
tell what is real and what is not. What complicates 
things further is that much of the footage being 
shared is not fake or doctored. However, its context 
is happening right now in South Africa when there 
are challenges of violent attacks.

The impact of the social media outcry had been 
far reaching. What is been happening in South 
Africa has been felt in a huge way in Nigeria. Both 
peaceful and violent protests were witnessed. And it 
was not just misinformation about the attacks that 
stoking anger. A video of the South African Deputy 
Minister of Police speaking about the presence of 
foreign nationals in South Africa has been shared 
widely. Upon closer examination, it was actually a 
clip from 2017. Xenophobic attacks are not a new 
phenomenon in South Africa, in fact record shows 
that attacks hit a peak in 2008 and again in 2015. 
But what makes it different this time? This time 
there is social media and information trends very 
quickly, and to the extent the fake news that have 
been trending on social media has been adding fuel 
to the fire. Not everything that trends on social media 
should be believed on face value.

Xenophobia has been described as something of a 
global phenomenon, closely associated with the 
process of globalisation. It has been noted that it 
is particularly prevalent in countries undergoing 
transition, like South Africa. Possibly the most 
remarkable feature of xenophobia experienced in 
South Africa is that it appears to have taken on a 
primarily racial form; it is directed at migrants, and 
especially black migrants, from elsewhere on the 
continent, as opposed to, for example, Europeans or 
Americans, who are, to a certain extent, practically 
welcomed with open arms. Unlike many countries, 
South Africa has an urban-based refugee population, 
which means that access to basic services, such as 
housing, sanitation and water, are provided in the 
same way as they are provided to South African 
citizens, rather than specific service delivery to 
refugees, as there would be in a camp-based 
situation. Due to the severe problems experienced 
with service delivery, this places an extra strain on 
local government.
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With the above contextual background, we look 
deeper into the history of this phenomenon. In an 
article penned by Alice Wamundiya, she traces the 
so-called ‘fear and dislike’ of foreigners from the 
time when it was expressed in the form of hostile 
anti-immigration policies of the previous apartheid 
system which favoured white labour immigrants 
while at the same time discouraging black immigrant 
workers.31 The Mozambican and Lesotho migrant 
workers especially mine and farm workers of that 
time bore the brunt of these race driven policies, 
remaining undocumented and unintegrated until 
the dawn of democracy in 1994. This systematic 
targeting and denoting of the ‘other’ as different and 
unequal resulted in the beginning of subsequent 
overt xenophobic tendencies, expressed namely 
through negative stereotypes of black Africans and 
the derogatory naming of them as ‘Amakwerekwere’, 
allegedly based on the linguistic noises they made in 
their foreign languages.

The opening of South Africa’s borders to the world 
for the first time in decades Post 1994 occasioned 
in enlarged migration flows to South Africa. 
Subsequently, there was an increased visibility 
of these so called ‘foreigners’ within South African 
society. Most prominently, black immigrants from 
the continent and elsewhere moved into historically 
black communities, bringing them into close 
contact with their local counterparts. Integration 
of these immigrants into local communities or 
townships proved to be a severe problem, given 
South Africa’s history of divisive policies, which had 
not been addressed. This only served to aggravate 
prevailing tensions and stereotypes concerning 
foreign nationals. The fading post-election jubilation 
of the 1990s, in South Africa, branded by growing 
inequality between the haves and the have-nots, 
high unemployment rates, high crime levels and 
other social economic ills produced a new wave of 
anti-black immigrant sentiment in South Africa, 
as black immigrants become the most convenient 
and reachable targets. The discernment that black 
foreign nationals who had settled in South Africa post 
1994 had become financially and economically more 
successful compared to their local counterparts, 
[mainly through illegitimate means] served to 
exacerbate these tensions and increase antagonisms.

By the time the 2008 financial crisis reached its 
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zenith globally, local tensions against migrants 
had similarly reached boiling point, and by the 
first outbreak of xenophobic violence, killing many 
migrants of African origin and the displacement of 
thousands others. In periods between 2010 and 2015, 
sporadic xenophobic violence targeted towards black 
immigrants have persisted, evidenced by looting and 
burning of foreign owned shops and property. In the 
most recent past in early 2017, widely circulated 
anonymous social media messages began to appear, 
calling for the ousting of ‘illegal foreigners’ from 
South Africa. Subsequently, xenophobic violence 
once again broke out in the capital city of Pretoria, 
producing more of the same in terms of violence and 
looting and displacement of black immigrants.

The other bone of contention raised by the locals is the 
issue of drug dealing and prostitution, particularly 
by Nigerian nationals. They said the attack was not 
against foreign nationals but against criminality. 
Proclamations from some politicians coupled with 
selective media reporting on drug syndicates, 
prostitution and human trafficking, all feed and in 
turn feed off a popular perception that migrants are 
bad for South African society and its economy.

What should be the policy position that can solve 
the social ills of South Africa? How can we elevate 
the fight against illicit cash-flows, human traffickers, 
economic migrants and other crimes without 
attaching nationality to the perpetrators? What are 
practical steps that should be undertaken at the level 
of government, political parties, labour movements, 
civil society, traditional and religious organisations?
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